CHAPTER 19

REALITY


“Why all this stress on behavior? Because, as I think you have realized, the present time is of the highest importance - it is time to wake up to reality. Every day brings God’s salvation nearer than the day in which we took the first step of faith.”


“The night is nearly over, the day has almost dawned. Let us therefore fling away the things that men do in the dark, let us arm ourselves for the fight of the day! Let us live cleanly, as in the daylight, not in the delights of getting drunk or playing with sex, nor yet in quarreling or jealousies. Let us be Christ’s men from head to foot, and give no chances to the flesh to have its fling.” (Ro.13:11-14 Phil.)


LET US BE CHRIST’S FROM HEAD TO FOOT. In a time when many are telling us not to look at our walk but to see ourselves by the Spirit, we believe if we have truly been changed it will automatically find expression in our walk, our everyday life. We believe we must see ourselves by the Spirit but more than seeing “ourselves” by the Spirit we must see Jesus by the Spirit. We are told to run the race, “looking to Jesus.” (Heb.12:2) It is interesting to note it does not say, “looking at who you are in Jesus.” Such an emphasis on “who we are.” Is this not still that voice, that one, who wants to sit in the temple, showing himself to be God? There is a wonderful truth about who we are in Christ but when it is over emphasized we quickly lose sight of in Christ. 


The woman in Revelation chapter twelve was basking in the glory of a revelation of a people in the glory of the Christ. We may start off good with our focus on the Christ. We recognize it is His life in us and His life is being woven into the very fabric of our lives. His life is becoming so woven into our being we begin to forget that we are what we are by the grace of God. (1Cor.15:10) It is His ability, His life, His anointing, which has done its work in us and we are now what we are because of it. Now are we the born ones of God. Now are we ones with His life injected into us, born in us. What love we see in such a truth. God, the All powerful, the Almighty, Sovereign God, has taken His very life, the essence of Himself, and planted it in us as our life. Not when we loved and obeyed Him. Not when we do everything right according to our religious thinking. Oh no, but when our eyes were opened and we beheld the Lamb of God who took away the sins of the world and we simply responded with a, “Yes, Lord.” When we received Him, He gave us the power, the right, to become born ones of God. (Jn.1:12) Now we are no longer in the world without hope, without God. Now we have Christ in us the hope of realizing the full glory of God.


We may not be all we are going to be. It doth not yet appear what we shall be. But we know His life in us will reproduce Him in us.  We behold this Jesus.  We see His life as the Word made flesh. “And looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, “Behold the Lamb of God!” (Jn.1:36) “And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth.” (Rev.5:6) We behold this Jesus as the Word that became flesh and dwelled among us. We see His life as one that was laid down to God for you and I. We see this Word, which was made flesh, as a Lamb slain. He laid down His life, His will, His desires, and all that He was as Son of Man, to the God that was in Him reconciling the world to Himself. We behold the life of God, we behold God, in flesh and we see a life, which is able to cause the flesh to lie down and die to itself.


We continue to behold and we see a life, which has prevailed to overcome every obstacle that the world can possibly throw at it. We see the Lion of the tribe of Judah who has prevailed and can now open our books into the fullness of such a life. We see a life, which has now been, raised far above all things. A life which now comes from the very throne of God. A life that comes from the very presence that has been, until now, hidden behind the veil. Jesus entered into that which is behind the veil. (Heb.6:19-20) Peter declared, on the day of Pentecost, “This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear.” (Acts 2:32-33)
We have now received the life of God that comes from His presence that has been hidden behind the veil. It has been a mystery hidden from ages and generations. (Co.1:26) It has been hidden but now has been revealed to His saints. The plan of God has progressed to the point where God’s eternal purpose to indwell a people and become one in a people and manifest Himself through a people is now being revealed. God is now declaring Himself out from a people. Jesus ascended far above all the heavens “that He might fill all things.” (Eph.4:10) He began filling all things with Himself on the day of Pentecost and every since has continued to fill all things with Himself.


How different from the religious teaching which has developed over the years since Pentecost. The early church was birthed by the breath of God, Pentecost, as He breathed Himself into those in the upper room. He breathed into them a life, which came from the presence within the veil. Jesus opened to humanity a realm that had never been known before. It was to bring man into a realm we call the holy place where this life from the most holy place would begin to develop in us until we also grew into the fullness of the most holy place. Our hope, expectancy, goes into that which is in the most holy place. (Heb.6:19-20)


Hear again some of the words of Peter on the day of Pentecost. “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” (Acts 2:36) Jesus is both Lord and Christ. This is the Christ that Peter saw in Caesarea Philippi. This Jesus, whom others only saw as one of the boys, is both Lord and Christ. Peter saw a glimpse of that day, a flash from the throne, if you will, of the most holy place. He was a long ways from the reality of the most holy place but he had seen “lightning’s, thunderings, and voices” from the throne. (Rev.4:5)


“He also brought me up out of a horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my steps.” (Ps.40:2)


Revelation must raise us up to a higher perception of the glory of God. The revelation goes as an anchor behind the veil into the very presence of God. When we say, “into the presence of God,” we do not mean as one would come into a room and stand in front of another. We mean we enter into, we believe into, His very Person.  We become swallowed up by His presence.  Revelation gives us a  “knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” (2Cor.4:6) Revelation is that lightning from the throne. A flash of light that gives us an understanding of the glory, the Person, of God. This lightning comes out from the most holy place and becomes our hope, our expectation. It becomes our anchor, which holds us steady and keeps us from drifting away. It keeps us steady so we are not tossed to and fro by every wave created by the winds of doctrine that men would blow our way.


This revelation pierces into the very Person of God in the face of Jesus Christ. This Person of God, the substance of who He is, is seen in this One who is the Word made flesh. It is seen in this One who took on flesh and blood and was made like us. (Heb.2:14-18) It is seen in this One, who in flesh and blood, overcame every temptation and entered back into a glory after the order of Melchizedek. First God clothed Himself in flesh and defeated every enemy. Then God, in this flesh, ascended into the glory of the order of Melchizedek and became man clothed with God.


“...and set my feet upon a rock.” Revelation lifts our vision and gives us a knowledge of the glory of God. Yet, this is the point where most will stop and wait for some future day when God does His hocus-pocus on us and boom, there we are. Ah, but the revelation, the uncovering of Christ, also sets our feet upon the rock of this new uncovering of Himself. The uncovering of the Christ in us now places us in a position to walk. It now gives us the ability to walk in the realm of this life that has been uncovered. We would quickly note our vision will always be ahead of our walk because as we walk in our present truth we begin to see even more truth. When we don’t walk in the present truth of our revelation we find we may receive more revelation of the same present truth from a different perspective. If we persist in just receiving knowledge without walking it out we soon find an inability to impart the reality of the revelation to others as well as finding ourselves being brought back to the basics of our life in Christ. If we continue to refuse to walk in the revelation of the Christ we will find ourselves receiving further revelation of a deceptive nature. Hear the words of Paul and let us take heed.


“The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie.” (2Thess.2:9-11)


Shall we add the words of James to this?


“But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” (Jas.1:22)


When we refuse to walk and only want to bask in the glory of the revelation. When we only desire to hear some new revelation. God, in His mercy, gives us a space for repentance. Yet, if we continue to persist in this we soon find deception will creep and we begin to find all sorts of revelation that will justify our present position. We will change our theology to fit our present life style. Once again we would turn to the words of Paul.


“...because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Professing to be wise they became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man - and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things. Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lust of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves.” (Ro.1:21-24)


When we refuse to walk in the revelation of the Lord. When we will not allow God to be God as He has revealed Himself. We find we will begin to “change the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man.” We will create a god in our image, which will fit our life style. Oh, but friend, we would take heed to the sober warning, “God gave them up to uncleanness in the lusts of their hearts.”


The Phillips translation of verse twenty-four reads, “Therefore God gave them up to be the play things of their own foul desires.” If we continue to entertain our fleshly desires rather than mortifying the deeds of the body we will eventually find ourselves prisoners of our own lusts. Many today feel they can expose themselves to deeper revelations of God while at the same time indulge their fleshly appetites. They do not understand they have a season in which to repent from such indulgences. This season will eventually end and when it does they will find themselves prisoners serving their own lusts. Now the season of pleasure is over (Heb.11:25) and they awaken to find themselves in a prison house in bondage to their own lusts. Now they seek freedom from their lust and can’t find it, for a season, but only torment. (Rev.9:5-6)


We have seen ministries in the past who were used in powerful ways by God, yet, they had a certain lust, certain habits, which they would not let go of. They would resist, somewhat, this fleshly desire, this habit, for a little while but finally give in. They would be convicted of such behavior and repent of their actions and go on with God. They would see that God was merciful and they would continue to be used in powerful ways by God. This cycle would repeat itself many times until the season for repentance was over. They had grown so use to the cycle and had been through it so many times they soon lost their ability to be convicted by the Spirit of their behavior. In such a state they gave in more and more to their desires. They continued to have revelation. They continued to be used by God. They would stand to minister and the anointing would come and mighty things would be done. They could lay their heads in the lap of the harlot and still arise and defeat the Philistines. But mark our words that day will come to an end.


“For many have played with the harlot and have rested their heads in her lap thinking they would once again rise and defeat the Philistines. You are surely seeing many in this day who are now prisoners of the Philistines and have lost their vision for they have laid their head in the lap of the harlot one too many times. I will surely purge them and cleanse them of such. Even this bondage is now a part of the cleansing. Even as I give them up to their own lust and give them their fill of flesh, there is a day when they shall come to themselves and arise from the mire as they remember My house.”


Sampson thought he would shake off the Philistines as he had in the past only to find God had given him into the hands of his own desires. He had now become the plaything of his own lusts. He lost all control of his lusts. No longer could he shake off the Philistines. He sought for death (death to his lusts) and could not find it. He was tormented by his own lusts.


Many, because of their belief in reconciliation, have become at ease in Zion. No longer is there a need to press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling. After all we will all receive the prize. Will we? It is popular now to discredit anything that in some way might suggest we have some responsibility for our lives. Discredit the scriptures other than Paul’s writings. Don’t talk of overcoming, mortifying the deeds of the body, oops, sorry, that was some of Paul’s words. That must have been a day when Paul fell back into his old religious ways.  Just believe you are more than a conqueror and all the while your life is full of defeat. You can’t overcome your habits. You can’t overcome your attitudes. Your marriage is a disaster. Oh, but you confess you are more than a conqueror. You are already perfect. You are behind the veil and live in the most holy place. Anything you might do now would only be a religious work. You would be trying to add something to what Jesus has already done, at least in your new way of thinking. So you wander through life just allowing your lusts and habits to run rampant. You know one day they will just all fall off with no struggle. Friend, may we say in love, with such an attitude you will wake up twenty years from now with all the same problems and more?


Revelation give us a knowledge of the glory of God which is to lift us out of the miry clay and put us, our feet, our walk, in that very same dimension of glory and we learn to walk in that realm of glory. Walking in this new realm of glory establishes us that we might be prepared to move to a higher realm of glory.


The word established comes from, kuwn, which means, “steadfast, invariable, not subject to change its position, permanent.” Revelation, an uncovering of the Anointed One, who is the Anointing, comes to lift us up out of a horrible pit, out of the miry clay. This anointing is the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus. It is His life rubbing its way through our soulish realm. This Psalms starts out, “I waited patiently for the Lord.” (Ps.40:1) The word waited come from, qavah, which means, “to bind together by twisting.” David was in a weaving process. God was binding David to Himself by weaving Himself into David’s being. It is this binding together by twisting, this weaving together, that brings us into a realm of permanence. Our being woven together with the Lord brings us to the place the gates of hell shall not prevail.


“But those who wait (qavah) on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.” (Isa.40:31)


Those who are being twisted together with the Lord shall renew their strength. Renew comes from, chalaph, meaning, “to slide by, to hasten away, to change.” Those who are being twisted together with the Lord shall slide by their strength, they shall hasten away from their strength, shall change their strength. Their weakness becomes His strength made perfect. (2Cor.12:9) They exchange their strength for His. They exchange what they are for what He is. It is as the life of God is having contact with our soul, our mind, our will, our emotions, our desires, our affections, and begins to weave its way through all of these areas, we begin to make a change. We mount up as the eagle. We begin to move to a higher realm. We are brought up out of a horrible pit, out of the miry clay and we find our feet set upon the Rock. Now we can walk and not faint.


“I have diligently expected Jehovah and He inclineth to me and heareth my cry and doth cause me to come up from a pit of desolations - from the mire of mud and He raiseth up on a rock my feet. He is establishing my steps.” (Ps.40:1-2)


Young’s translates “waited patiently” as “diligently expected.” We are reminded the word hope in the Greek means, a confident and joyful expectation.” Have we not thought this weaving, the working of God’s life into us, was a grievous thing? We have thought of this weaving, being twisted together with God, as the chastening process in our lives and we know that “no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful.” (Heb.12:11) We have forgotten that “if we would judge ourselves we would not be judged, but when we are judged we are chastened by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world.” (1Cor.11:31-32) This judgment process is not joyful for the present but it does have an expected end, the peaceable fruit of righteousness, being partakers of His holiness (Heb.12:10), being partakers of the divine nature. (2Pt.1:4) 


Now we find this waiting on the Lord, being bound to the Lord by twisting, wherein we make an exchange of strength does not have to be a judgmental process whereby we are chastened. This weaving into our lives of the life of God is a process and does not happen over night, or by some one laying hands on you, or speaking a Word over your life, but it does not mean it is a chastening either. It will certainly include those chastening times. The weaving process will certainly carry us through some hard times. We may find this weaving process leaves us in the midst of the hard places, not moaning and groaning about how tough we have it. Ah, but rejoicing in the realization of His life being made perfect in us. Our weakness being exchanged for His strength. Our inabilities being exchanged for His abilities. We will become like the apostle Paul, “Therefore I TAKE PLEASURE IN infirmities, IN reproaches, IN needs, IN persecutions, IN distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” (2Cor.12:10)


We would quickly note, “For Christ’s sake.” Not because of stupidity on our part or some poor judgment in handling our affairs. Not because we became bull headed, or fool hearty in what we do. But, FOR CHRIST’S SAKE.” When we are moved by the Spirit we may, at one time or another, find ourselves in all of these positions. Yet, when we understand the weaving of God’s life into the very substance of our being, we will not find ourselves moaning and groaning, but rather rejoicing in, taking pleasure in, all of these situations.


“He has put a new song in my mouth - praise to our God; Many will see it and fear, and will trust in the Lord.” (Ps.40:3)


“I will declare Your name to My brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will praise You.”  (Ps.22:22)


As God establishes us, our feet, our walk, we find a new song that will pierce the hearts of those we come into contact with. What is this new song? What are the words? What is the tune? This new song is, “Praise to our God.” This praise is a declaring of His name, nature, “I will declare Your name to My brethren.” While we may sing songs, which speak of God’s nature and character, this new song is far more than that. The new song is a life established in the ways of God, in the nature of God. The new song isn’t a revelation or a message that is preached by every Tom, Dick, and Harry. It is a life changed and transformed into the very same image of God Himself. Note the words of the new song as sung by the four living creatures and twenty-four elders.


“...You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood ... and have made us kings and priests to our God; and we shall reign on the earth.” (Rev.5:9-10)


Have redeemed us. Have made us. We shall reign. An established people, whom the gates of hell cannot prevail against. A people who have been redeemed, made, and now reign on the earth. Yes, we will reign on the earth and we will direct the affairs of earth. But before we do we will learn to reign our own lives here and now. This does not mean no “bad” things will come into our lives. It means in the midst of whatever comes our way we will not be moved or defeated.  We are established in God. We would close with the words of Paul.


“...much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.” (Ro.5:1)    
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