CHAPTER 25

ESTABLISHED


“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil ... take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.” (Eph.6:10-13)


As Paul closes his letter to the Ephesian Church his final admonition is to stand. The letter to the Ephesian Church contains some of the richest truths to be found in Paul’s writings. Truths which carry us beyond the scope of our present time and carry us back into the eternal purpose of God which thus carries us forward into that which is yet to unfold before our eyes as our loving Father draws all things back into Himself.


Such truths have different affects on different people. Some will take these glorious truths and use them for their own gain. They will build their own little kingdoms around themselves, as many are impressed with the knowledge of such truths. They will dazzle the multitudes as they flaunt their knowledge, all the while live a lifestyle that totally denies their words of wit.


Yet, as Paul closes this letter, what is it Paul is concerned with? Is Paul’s interest in impressing the Church of Ephesus with the depth of his knowledge and revelation? Does he leave them hanging on with some heavy reavy that has no affect in their lives? Something they can run down the street with and parrot to other immature babes in the Lord? Absolutely not!

Just what is it Paul longs to see in the Church at Ephesus? “That you may be able to stand.” (Eph.6:11) To stand. Paul’s longing, not only for the Church at Ephesus but for all of God’s people, was they would be able to be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might thus having the ability to stand. Paul’s concern was not to impart “deep revelation” and spooky terminology so those under his ministry would flock to the next great convention spouting off second hand revelation, such revelation as has never been unveiled in their own hearts. They have simply gained knowledge about a revelation, an unfolding of the Christ, which someone else has had, and with that we give them the benefit of the doubt. Most “revelation” in this present hour has simply become vain speculation and high-sounding nonsense and not an uncovering of the Lord.


Most in this present hour, we say most, not all, have tried to use “revelation” to push themselves to the head of the pack. They long to be in the forefront. They long for the recognition as a spiritual person. Those who insist on being called apostle, prophet, pastor, and bishop, simply need some ones  recognition  and approval.   If you  must wear  your collar backward for people to recognize 

you as a “Minister” you might want to sit down and reexamine your lifestyle. If you insist on being called by some title you might want to deal with your own ego and insecurity before you impose yourself on anyone else. Such insecurity always needs to be petted to keep it pacified. Sorry guys!


To stand. The impact of this phrase should cause us to see our own lives in a new perspective. Those who read these lines and have been exposed to “deeper truths,” some for many years, have only to look at their everyday lifestyle to see how they stand against the wiles of the devil. How do you stand in the midst of adversity? Do you proclaim your heavy reavy to all you see? Do you put down on those poor ignorant souls who don’t know as much as you? Yet with all your wisdom does your house crumble in the midst of the storm? (Mt.7:24-27)


Friend, our desire is not make you feel bad about yourself or to belittle you to the point you feel like an utter failure but it is time for us all to recognize we have had a lot more knowledge than we have had reality. Some of our knowledge and revelation should be thrown on the scrap heap, as it really does not come from God. Paul’s closing statements to a people to whom he has shared the depths of the Kingdom with is to stand. We find this thought confirmed in his letter to the believers in Rome.


“For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you may be established.” (Ro.1:11)


Paul’s longing was to impart something of spiritual substance to those he came in contact with that they may be established in the Kingdom of God. How different from those who only long for the recognition of the masses to pacify their own insecurities while at the same time puffing up their egos.


If we but ponder for a moment on the book of Ephesians we find three basic sections contained within it. The first runs from chapter one verse one through chapter three verse twenty-one. Simply put we could say this section talks about our position in Christ. It is in this section you will find the phrases, “in Christ, in Him,” etc. This is the section where we find such marvelous truths as, we were chosen in Him before the foundation of the world. (Eph.1:4) We are blessed with all spiritual blessings in Him. (Eph.1:3) We have redemption in Him. (Eph.1:7) We find God is going to gather all things together to be one in Christ. (Eph.1:10) We have been raised and made to sit in the heavenlies in Him. (Eph.2:6) Such marvelous truths could be expounded upon indefinitely. Paul starts his letter laying down our position in Christ. The need to know our position in Christ, who we are in Christ, is of the utmost importance but at the same time can be so emphasized until it loses its proper perspective. Our focus on our position in Christ should never bring us to a place where the importance of our daily walk is lost. When who we are in Christ is emphasized to the exclusion of our walk we have missed the whole point of seeing our position. We cannot justify our failures and our sins by saying, “That’s not the real me. The real me is who I am in Christ.” We can never overcome the flesh with a powerless confession of who we are in Christ. Who we are in Christ must arise and overpower, overcome the flesh until the flesh has no expression at all.


It is in the second section of this letter, chapter four verse one to chapter six verse nine, that you find the purpose of knowing our position.


“I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called.” (Eph.4:1)


This portion of the letter is filled with practical aspects of everyday life. Now this would not go over so good at some of our present day conventions. Who wants to hear about such practical things as, not lying (4:25), not stealing (4:28), no foul language (4:29) putting away bitterness, wrath, anger, malice (4:31),  being kind to one another (4:32),  not fornicating (5:3),  not being covetous (5:3),  not being drunk (5:18)? We know all this stuff already. We want to hear something “deep.” We want some of the meat of the Word. Really what we are saying is we want something, which will make us high and yet require nothing of us. Yet Paul’s very purpose in declaring our position in Christ is to awaken us to the ability we have, because of our position, to walk. When Paul declares our position in Christ he is saying with Isaiah, “Your light has come and the glory of the Lord is risen upon you.” (Isa.60:1) When Paul says, “Walk worthy,” he again confirms Isaiah’s words, “Arise, shine.” (Isa.60:1)


The last section of Paul’s letter is simply to stand. To stand against the wiles of the devil. The word wiles is methodeia, which means, traveling over. It carries the idea of cunning arts, deceit, and trickery. To put it in simple terms Paul is admonishing them to not let the devil walk all over them. We could even say this portion is encouraging us to maintain our walk in God. The devil will attack and try to trick those who are walking in the Spirit. He will try all of his trickery to keep us from walking in the reality of the Kingdom of God.


We know many in this present hour have totally done away with the devil and for you this section of this chapter will be of no value. But for those of us who still find we have an adversary who would oppose and hinder us (1Thess.2:18) we are encouraged to be strong in the Lord and not to allow the devil to travel (walk) over us. We are encouraged that there is available to us the power and ability of an all-powerful, almighty God, our Father, who is more than able to subdue all things under our feet. 


“And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly.” (Ro.16:20)


This word bruise comes from suntriboo, which means, to crush completely, to shatter. It is made up of two words. The first is sun which is a preposition which denotes union and is translated with, beside, and accompany. The second is tribos. Tribos is only used three times and is translated path. Tribos is defined as, a rut or worn track. This word comes from tribo, which means to rub. It is akin to trogo and carries the idea of corrosion or wear. When we put all of this together we could simply put it; to crush Satan under our feet is to walk in the Spirit. Our walk, as we walk in God, will wear out the devil. It will completely crush him. It will corrode, wear away his ability to have any affect on us, any influence on us.


“But the path of the just is like the shining sun that shines ever brighter unto the perfect day.” (Prov.4:18)


“...going and brightening till the day is established.” (Young's)


The path of the just, the walk of those who walk in the Spirit, gets brighter and brighter unto the perfect day,   till the day is established.   It is as we  walk that we become more and more established in 

God. Our ability to stand comes only as we walk. We will never come into that perfect day, fullness, until we start to walk. The way gets clearer and clearer. There is less smoke and haze of the flesh to hinder our vision. The cloud of carnality begins to lift more and more and His glorious image is projected for the entire world to see. Oh, for those of you who await some magical day when all your carnality will just disappear. When every trace of your flesh will cease to trouble you. Some glad day you think you will sing up there somewhere. May we boldly say, unless you begin to put one foot in front of the other and walk by the power of His Spirit you will never know such victory no matter where you might be? God could put you in the highest heaven and you would experience defeat because you never learned to walk. Even without a devil to bother you, you would never know the glory of being conformed to His image.  You would not know what it means to have His nature worked into the very fibers of your being. You would still not know the glory of becoming all He is. All you would know is there was nothing to bother you, nothing to aggravate your flesh. Then again, this highest heaven may not satisfy your flesh at all and you would still be in hell.


We could summarize the book of Ephesians by saying Paul gives them a revelation of their position in God and says because of this position you can now walk in the reality of the Kingdom of God. Yet he puts in the warning that the devil is going to come against them in an attempt to keep them from walking. He will use all the trickery he has but the Ephesian Church is encouraged to put on all God has for them and they will find themselves established in God.


We must insert this thought. Don’t think this will happen over night. The reason many in this hour have turned to other methods or programs or whatever is because they have begun to walk and still find times of defeat. Still find old habits which keep popping up and they give up and begin to look for more knowledge, deeper revelation, new and exotic experiences, all in hopes of doing away with their flesh and carnality. Friend, it won’t work. You are going to have to face that giant and kill him. He won’t go away just because you declare what someone told you, you were in God. Positive confession will not scare him off. You will have to mortify the deeds of the body. (Ro.8:13) Our walk is the very thing, which wears down the influence of the devil over our flesh. As we continually walk in the Spirit the flesh becomes  weaker and weaker.  “Now there was  a long war between  the house  of Saul (flesh) and the house of David (Spirit). But David grew stronger and stronger, and the house of Saul grew weaker and weaker.” (2Sam.3:1) “For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other...” (Gal.5:17) 


Many have gotten the idea that when we face the giants in our lives by the Spirit there will be no struggle. When we face temptations, habits, etc. by the Spirit, the temptations should just fade away. The habits should just fall off. When the children of Israel went to possess the Promised Land the giants of the land did not just pack up and go away. Even if they had they could have come back later to fight with the children of Israel. The giants must be destroyed. It will not be easy. You will have to say no to your old ways more than once. Those temptations will pull on you. They will woo you back, if possible, into their grip. We must take hold of all God is in us and stand. We must draw upon His life, which is now in us. He will not allow us to face anything we do not have the ability to overcome. Listen to these wonderful words of Paul.


“... God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able    ...” 

(1Cor.10:13)


God is faithful. He will not allow anything beyond your ability to come your way. If you were a weight lifter and you regularly worked out using one hundred pounds you would have the ability to lift more than a hundred pounds even though you may never use that ability. You may have the ability to lift two hundred pounds but you really wouldn’t know because you had never been faced with lifting that much weight. Then one day someone challenges you to lift two hundred pounds. You don’t know if you can lift it or not. You step up, put your hands on the bar, and then lift it over your head. You have just used your ability. You may have had a bit of a struggle and it may have used all the ability you have, but you did it.


The challenge is what made you realize your full ability. Without the challenge, without a test, you  would have  never even attempted  to lift two hundred pounds. Ah, the challenge makes you reach down deep inside and gather up all your ability to lift that weight. When we are faced with the wiles of the devil we must reach down deep within our spirits and draw upon all God is in us and overcome. It is because we have been faithful in our daily walk that we have developed the ability to face each new challenge.


You step back, catch your breath, then you do it again. You begin to realize you had grown comfortable just working out with one hundred pounds. You could do several sets of twenty with a hundred pounds while it took more out of you to just lift two hundred pounds once or twice. You decide to add more weight to your regular workout. So you add fifty more pounds. Now you cannot do as many sets as you use to with the hundred pounds but you keep working out with the extra weight. It won’t be long before you find you are not struggling so much with the extra weight. Now you have developed yourself to the place where working out with a hundred and fifty pounds feels no different than it use to with a hundred pounds. What has happened? You have been faithful to do your daily workouts and what once was a struggle now becomes the normal thing to do. You have also increased your capacity to lift more than the two hundred pounds, which use to be your limit. You can now even add more weight to your daily workout.


You can never expect to go to the gym once or twice a month or even a week and expect to come out with the ability to be a great weight lifter. Yet in Christendom people expect to become “super sons” without ever applying the practical aspects of the Christian life. So many have jumped into the “deep” things of God who have yet to even apply the very basics of a Christian, Christ-like life. The result is evident in every gathering across the world. At every “deeper” truth convention you will find those big heads with no feet.  They love to sit and gather the people around themselves and spout off all the deep understanding they have accumulated. Yet once they leave the crowds behind and go home they can’t even walk in peace with their spouse. Just let someone cut in front of them on the highway and see how much of the love of God comes forth then. 


“But solid food (meat) belong to those who are of full age (mature), that is, those who by reason of use (practice) have their senses exercised to discern good and evil.” (Heb.5:14)


If we are not exercised in spiritual principles, if we have not made use of the life of God within us, then we are neither mature, nor are we partaking of meat. We may have loads of knowledge but it will never become meat until we are exercised in it. Jesus said, “My meat is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.” (Jn.4:34) Isn’t it interesting, Jesus didn’t say, “My meat is to confess it is all finished, I’m already there and have awakened to it?” My meat is to DO.

There is a tremendous truth about being and doing. We must do out from what we be (excuse the English here). If we don’t be then we can’t do. Years ago the TV program, Romper Room, taught children to be good little “do-bees.” They were taught to busy themselves with all sorts of good activities. This carried over into our adult years, especially in the area of church. The church has trained us to be good “do-bees.” Unfortunately most of us ended up worn out and frustrate as we tried to be good “do-bees.” So we changed our theology and realized we needed to “be” before we could “do.” So we became “be-dos.”  The only trouble is we began to take in all this knowledge of “who we be” and left off the “do.” Now we certainly don’t want to go back to all the religious doing, yet, at the same time we can’t throw out the doing, works. The whole purpose of becoming, of being, is so that we can do, not to just sit around being. Creation is looking for a manifestation of God, something visible they can relate to. God’s purpose in this very age is to so work in a people that they “be,” that in the ages to come He can put them on display, showing the riches of His grace. Jesus said, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Mt.5:16) This is doing. Without the doing creation will never see. There has to be a manifestation. If we “be” it will reflect in our doing.


“Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, as His divine power has given to us all thing that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, by which have been given to us exceeding great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. But for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge...” (2Pt.1:3-5)


“For this very reason, adding your diligence [to the divine promises], employ every effort in exercising your faith to develop virtue (excellence, resolution, Christian energy), and in [exercising] virtue [develop] knowledge (intelligence),” (2Pt.1:5 Amp.)


In exercising, develop. Isn’t that a novel concept? If we fail to exercise we will not develop. We have somehow developed a Christianity, which simply believes in some hocus-pocus maturity. One day we are immature babes and in an instant, poof, mature sons of God, ready to rule the world. We want nothing to do with being disciplined ones, disciples. Oh no, lay hands on us, prophesy over us, but don’t expect us to be disciplined ones. Don’t put any responsibility on us, no requirements. “It’s all by grace,” is the popular statement, which in the minds of the masses simply means, “I don’t have to do anything.” It is certainly all by God’s grace but grace is not that hocus-pocus of God most think it is. Grace is God’s  divine ability at work in our lives. Notice Paul’s statement to the Colossian Church, “To 

this end I labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily.” (Col.1:29)


When Paul prayed for his infirmity three times and was told, “My grace is sufficient for you,” (2Cor.12:9) we have usually left off the rest of the statement, which is, “My strength is made perfect in weakness.” My grace, My strength.” God’s strength is His grace, His divine power, and ability. His strength is made perfect, not in Himself but in us. God’s strength cannot be added to within Himself. It is already complete. It is within the believers who are still growing in the Lord who need His strength perfected in them.


The word strength comes from dunamis. A very familiar word to those who are even the slightest bit of a student of God’s Word, “But you will receive power (dunamis) when the Holy Spirit has come upon you...” (Acts 1:8) Pentecost. We received dunamis at our Pentecost experience and we assumed we got the whole package. We even went so far as to call it, “Full Gospel.” Ah, but what we got was not full, perfect, it had yet to be developed.


May we suggest this power is the life we received at our Passover, salvation experience? “It is even more obvious when another priest arises, resembling Melchizedek, one who has become a priest, not through a legal requirement concerning physical descent, but through the power (dunamis) of an indestructible life.” (Heb.7:15-16) We received God’s life injected into our very being at Passover. Pentecost was an initial release of that life from our spirit into our soul. This life has been growing within us. It has been undoing the effects our old man left upon our soul realm. It has been swallowing up the death, which is still in us even after our conversion. “...that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.”  (2Cor.5:4)  Now while Paul is speaking more of our physical bodies than our soul, it is still true the life, which was planted in us at our salvation experience, must also swallow up all that is within us in our soul realm. His life must swallow up our minds, our wills, our emotions, and our desires. God’s process in us works from within to without. God is in the most holy place within us, the spirit, and is moving through our holy place, the soul, and eventually will even change our outer court, the body. “He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory...” (Phil.3:21) “And not only creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.” (Ro.8:23)   


While we wait for the time, we groan for the time, when there will be a change in these mortal bodies, the process we find ourselves in is not the changing of our mortal bodies. Rather it is the changing of our souls. “...receiving the end of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” (1Pt.1:9) The word end comes from tello, which means, to set out for a definite point or goal. The purpose of our faith, the goal of our faith, the aim of our faith, is the salvation of our souls. “Looking to Jesus the author and finisher (telos) of our faith.” (Heb.12:2)


While it is not our purpose for this article to study faith or salvation as such, we must understand the processing we find ourselves in is not the changing of our bodies but rather the inner changing of our souls. Once again as Peter puts it, “...you have purified your souls...” (1Pt.1:22) The change is in our soul realm. A purifying of our souls from all the corruption of the flesh. “...the desires of the flesh that war against your soul.” (1Pt.2:11)


“...who called us to share his own glory and excellence. It was through the excellence of his glory that we received the precious and very great gifts he promised to us, and it is through these gifts that you are enabled to escape the world’s corruption, which is the fruit of unbridled passion...” (1Pt.2:11 Barclay)


As we bring this chapter and book to a close we would encourage ourselves and each that reads these lines with this thought, we have been called to share His glory and excellence. We have been called to share His glorious perfections. Such a calling! Oh, how our puny little minds fail to grasp such a glorious and wondrous truth. Yet, as we ponder such a marvelous truth we begin to think of all our inadequacies and our inabilities. Oh, but the real glory of this wondrous truth is it is the glory of God which makes such a truth possible. We are called to share His glory and it is His glory, which will make it possible for us to be partakers, participators in His glory, His divine nature. It is out from who God is, the essence of His Person, which enables us to partake of His glory. We are changed from glory to glory. (2Cor.3:18) Our Father unveils an aspect of Himself, glory, and it is this very aspect of Him, which enables us to escape the corruption, which is in the world through lust. As the Barclay translation puts it, “the fruit of unbridled passion.”


We would take note of the word unbridled and begin to realize God’s glory is able to bridle our passions, our lusts, and our desires. His glory, the essence of who He is, which is now in us, is able, has the ability, to subdue and overcome all that is within us. No matter what we face. No matter where we are in our growth.  The glory, which has presently been revealed, is enough to subdue all we might face today. It is as we learn to draw upon this glory, as we learn to draw upon what God is in us, we are exercised and developed. It will take different circumstances for each one of us to be exercised. We are all different and unique. But our Father knows our frame and lovingly arranges the circumstances we need to be able to learn how to exercise the life, His life, which He has birthed in us. It is as we are exercised we develop and now the Father can pull back the veil and uncover yet greater aspects of Himself. Finally we will come to see Him as He is. Our souls will have been purified; we will be born again of an incorruptible seed in our soul realm. “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” (Mt.5:8)


“Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” (Ro.6:4)


We are baptized into His death; the old man is dead. Does this mean we have no more problems? Absolutely not! We still have many areas in our lives, which yet need to be changed. Does that mean we must have a devil? Absolutely not! It just means there are areas in which we have not yet developed. Yet we must not just dwell in this realm of death. When we understand the cross has two aspects to it we begin to see the death but also the resurrection. When we identify with His death we must also realize it is His life, which is now in us, His glory, which now gives the ability to walk in newness of life (zoe). God life, a quality of life.


The old man, that power which kept us from being able to do anything but sin, is dead, it has been broken. “...having died to what we were held by...” (Ro.7:6) Now His life dwells within us. Now He Himself lives within us and it is the essence of who He is that gives us the ability “...so that we should serve in the newness of the Spirit.” (Ro.7:6)


“Always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. For while we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh.” (2Cor.4:10-11 NRSV)

Let’s face our circumstances and exercise ourselves in godliness knowing the life of Christ in us is greater and enables us to overcome every aspect of the world. Let’s arise and shine that the life of Jesus may be visible in our mortal bodies. Let’s be Balanced and Established in Christ.
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