CHAPTER 9

EVERY PART


We live in such a wonderful time. While many would dwell on the darkness that covers the earth and the gross darkness that covers the people, we see the glory of God being expressed such as has never been seen by creation. Words fail to express what we are now just scratching the surface of. We have never seen the likes of that which is just now dawning as a new day. Oh, yes, this day started in darkness and many have realized it was a new day, yet, in the darkness we still can’t see the true glory of this new day. The Day Star is now arising and the shadows are fleeting away. That which is yet still obscure is being plainly seen and declared.


This is the day when the purpose of God, which was in His heart from before the foundation of the world, is now coming into manifestation. All else has led to this marvelous day. The preparations, the processings, the workings and dealings, have all brought us to this time. We have been in preparation for such a time as this. God will declare Himself, in His fullness, in the Person of a Son.


The person of a Son. What a phrase is this! We immediately think of the Man by the shores of Galilee, as He walked amongst humanity, in His humanity, demonstrating what humanity was intended to be. Many only see Him as the Man who walked the shores of Galilee but we must allow the Spirit to carry us beyond the shores of Galilee. We must be carried back to a place before time, before the ages were formed and begin to see the purpose of God as it was and has always been in the Christ.


He was foreordained before the foundation of the ages. John declares He was the “Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” (Rev.13:8) Foreordained before. He was predestined before. God’s purpose was before. God purposed in the counsel of His own will before any of the ages were formed. God solved the sin problem before it even came into being.


Yet, John says He was a Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. May we suggest the foundation upon which the ages were formed is this Lamb that was slain at the very outset of the ages? All of the ages that will be have their foundation on this Lamb. Paul said, “For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” (1Cor.3:11) The foundation of all things is this Lamb, which was foreordained before the foundation but was slain to become the foundation of the ages. He is the very foundation of all our lives. Without Him we have nothing upon which to build.


This Lamb slain, is described as, ever was (Knox), and evermore will be (Wey.). Jesus said, “Before Abraham was, I am.” (Jn.8:58) “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today, and forever.” (Heb.13:8) “For I am the Lord, I do not change.” (Mal.3:6) What Jesus has been He has always been and always will be. When we refer to Him who is and was and is to come, we speak of the eternal I am, the One who has never changed. Only in time is the slaying of the Lamb of God an historical event. In God the Lamb slain is an ever-present reality. It had a place in time called Calvary. It was made manifest at Calvary but it is an eternal reality. We find the Lamb in the midst of the throne (Rev.5:6) but it is the same eternal I am. We find the cross, as a principle is an eternal reality in every dimension. If we are first coming to the Lord, we find the cross. As we mature and come into the throne, we find the cross. It is said that the brazen was big enough to contain all the other furniture in the tabernacle. All that we will ever know of God will come from this eternal principle, this eternal reality of the Lamb slain.


The Lord is making this eternal reality of the I am known to us, we are coming to know Him as the IS. Yet, even in our understanding of the Lord as the IS we are finding a change. We have related to Him as the IS on an individual basis. While all truth can be viewed from a personal view and should be seen as having a personal aspect, we are entering into a day when we must see a reality of the glory that can only be expressed in a corporate expression. The Person of a Son cannot be expressed by an individual to its fullest degree.


When we consider such a truth we move on to such holy ground we must remove our shoes and tread ever so softly. No part of this Person of a Son can, as an individual part, express the fullness of God’s glory. Without doing an injustice to our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom every knee shall bow and every tongue confess as Lord. To Him who is higher than any other, King of kings, Lord of lords. He as an individual part cannot express the glory of God to its fullest. His body is the fullness of Him who fills all in all. (Eph.1:12) He is above all things and all things are under His feet. All things shall be brought into obedience to Him.


As we ponder on realities of the Kingdom of God we use certain natural things to express these realities. Yet, we need to realize these natural things are but types and shadows of realities that can never be fully explained, nor properly explained by types or shadows. Shadows cannot fully explain realities and in our use of types and shadows, as much good as we can glean from them, they will never fully explain the reality and will at some point break down.


We find this to be true in our use of the physical body as a type of Christ. In our physical bodies not every member has a direct contact with the head. All of our body is controlled by the head but is not in direct contact with it. Our head controls our feet, yet, it is through a chain of command. This is where we feel the type and shadow fails. Each member of this glorious body of Christ is to have a personal relationship with the Head, our Lord Jesus Christ. It is not to be filtered through someone else. There is, for a lack of a better way of saying it, a chain of command under the five-fold ministry, church government. We have all heard how we need to be covered or under governmental order. We may have had many names for it but for the most part it was man desiring to rule over man. While there is true church government we have failed to see the “until” of this order.


Church government was never intended to be a permanent order. The five-fold ministry, elders, deacons, all have an “until” time attached to them. They are ordained for a purpose and as the purpose is fulfilled they are to blend in with the whole. Their purpose is to equip the saints, the members of this corporate body, that they in turn may edify, build up, minister to each other and as a whole we rise up in the fullness of the Christ. (Eph.4:12-13)   


Just what does “the equipping of the saints for the work of the ministry” mean? Is such equipping an instruction on how to prepare a good three-point sermon? Is such an equipping being taught all the right doctrines and theology? We think none of the above is the equipping spoken of by the apostle Paul.


“For from Him (Christ, the Head) the whole body closely joined and knit together by the contact of every part with the source of its life derives its power to grow, in proportion to the vigor of each individual part and so is being built up in a spirit of love.” (Eph.4:16 TCNT)


BY THE CONTACT OF EVERY PART WITH THE SOURCE OF ITS LIFE. This is the equipping of the saints. Every member of the body has its own contact with the Head, the source of their lives. Has not the five-fold ministry, the hand ministry, become a papal system whereby one member is exalted over another and one member becomes more important than another? Has not the church system, as we now see it, simply become the few who rule over the masses? Have we not forgotten the intent of the new covenant? A covenant in which God puts His laws in our minds and writes them on you hearts so that the end result of this covenant is,  “I will be their God and they shall be My people.  None shall teach his neighbor, and none his brother, saying, Know the Lord, FOR ALL SHALL KNOW ME, from the least of them to the greatest of them.” (Heb.8:10-11)


All shall know Him. God shall be all in all, “that is everything to everyone, supreme, the indwelling and controlling factor of life.” (1Cor.15:28 Amp.) Each member of this glorious body is to know God. Not one single member is to have a second hand relationship with the Head. All are to have an intimacy with Jesus on a personal level and not just receive through some “great ministry.” We would not cut off the hand or any other part of this marvelous body. The hand has its function but its function is not to dominate and lord it over the rest of the body. Pastors have their proper place, but their place is not as the head over a local assembly.


We are thankful for those whom we receive from and have received from. Yet, we must realize that such ones were never intended to be our head. Such precious ones who have learned to know the Lord for themselves were never intended to receive from the Lord while the rest just sit in awe at their feet and receive what God is saying. We are to “follow in the footsteps of the flock, and feed your little goats beside the shepherds tents” (S.S.1:8) only long enough to learn to develop a relationship with THE CHIEF SHEPHERD.


It is interesting that the above verse begins, “If you do not know.” Our following in the footsteps and feeding beside shepherd’s tents is only as long as we don’t know. When we come to know the Lord. When we have learned from those who have been placed in our lives to be examples, to show us how to have a personal relationship with our Lord, we find we move into a different relationship with such precious ones. They are no longer governors and tutors over us but we become, as it were, members together in a glorious body of the Person of a Son.


“By the contact of every part with the source of its life derives its power to grow.” The growth of this marvelous body of Christ comes only as each part has contact with the Head, Jesus, its source of life. Each member in a personal, one on one, relationship with Jesus. Is this not what first caused us to pull out of the systems of men? Our desire for a personal relationship with our Lord moved us from our mother’s house and the ministry of mother’s sons to living beside the shepherd’s tents. (S.S.1:6-8) Yet, as the desire for our Lord grew we found we could not just dwell by the shepherd’s tents any longer for this was still a filtered relationship. We had to have intimacy with our Lover and no longer could we just hear the stories of those who do.


Oh, how our hearts ached for this relationship and this burning desire, a fire that could not and cannot be quenched, (Mt.3:12) pulled us farther and farther from the shores of nominal Christianity. We found ourselves out in the deep more and more isolated. This burning desire for our Lord began to do a separating work in us. It began to burn up the chaff in our lives. It separated spirit and soul in us. There has been a coming together of a spiritual substance in our lives and at the same time there was a burning up of all that is just soulish. We found ourselves on our Patmos, my killings. We found ourselves at Jabbok, He will empty out.


In our aloneness, in our isolation, the Father did grant us times of finding those of like precious faith. Oh, what fellowship!  We could express the depths of what God was doing in our lives without fear of rejection and misunderstanding. Those of like precious faith that were in the same place. Yet, is it not true we began to be afraid of such corporate gatherings? Oh yes, those one on one times with individuals, those sporadic times which didn’t demand to much of us, we loved those times. But that fear of the corporate gathering, that unconscious, nagging, fear, that dread has also kept us from being free to be a part of a corporate gathering. The fear of falling back into the old system of things. We have all seen it. Those who came out and preached for everyone else to come out and it ended up as the same as what they came out of. Only now there was a knowledge of some “new” truth. We were afraid if we gathered together on a regular basis we would just become like all the rest.


We have come to understand God has had us in this place of isolation to chisel us to our proper dimensions so that He could place us in proper positions and we would fit with others in order to bring a full expression of Himself. Our fear of falling back into another system of man is a healthy fear. Paul declares, “Let us fear lest any of you seem to have come short of it (rest).” (Heb.4:1) Fear is not always a negative thing though that is the way most will preach it. Fear, like pain, has a positive aspect. When we get hunger pains we know it is time to eat. The pain lets us know we need to put more fuel in our tank. If we were to ignore the pain long enough we would starve to death. The pain we feel from a flame of fire lets us know not to get so close to the fire. If this pain were ignored we would soon be burned to death. So with our fear of corporate gatherings. It keeps us on our guard against falling back into the old ways. Yet, if we are not careful we will also find the negative side of totally dispensing with any corporate gathering.


Now we are not saying you must run out and find a local group with whom to join yourself and meet every Sunday and Wednesday. A place to pay our tithes and be blessed. We have come to see how the Lord is working on us so we can fit wherever He may put us with people. No sound of a hammer. No sound of an axe. No workings and dealings. Now those who have been chiseled to size can fit and blend together to form a whole. It may be every Sunday and Wednesday. It may be sporadic times when the Lord brings a corporate expression together. But He will have a people who have been so worked on He can place them together and they will fit together, flow together, and express the Person of the Son.


We do believe there will be local expressions of this all over the world until the knowledge of the glory of the Lord covers the earth as the waters cover the sea. (Isa.11:9, Hab.2:14) These local expressions will gather on a regular basis and will be the expressions of His Person into those communities where they are. What is now called church has not been an expression of His Person. For the most part the Christ has never been expressed. We have seen individuality. The kingdoms of men, greed, and the like expressed. The world has seen through all such and waits eagerly on tiptoes waiting for a manifestation of the Person of a Son in a body of sons. The Son declared through many sons.


“By the contact of every part with the source of its life derives its power to grow.” The body has no ability to grow as a body until every part is brought into contact with its source of life. There will be no full stature of Christ until every part has been brought into a personal relationship with the Head. Many are consumed with their own personal growth in God. They are taken up with their personal relationship with God. Certainly this is good and this is the time we find ourselves in. Yet, we must see this as not the desired end but a means to an end. The importance of our personal relationship with the Lord cannot be over emphasized unless it clouds the purpose of God.  We were created for fellowship with God and out from that fellowship would flow an expression of Himself, of which there would be no end. As God puts expression together with expression His person finds a greater fullness than we have ever thought possible.


When we were first born again we were born into an order of governors and tutors, under law. Their sole purpose was to bring us to the Christ. Once they have brought us to the Christ their purpose in that dimension is over. We come to the Christ and we develop a relationship as a vine to the branch. We learn to draw upon His life, to live by His life. We learn what real union with Him is. We find what a real marriage is all about. We become one with our Lord. His thoughts become our thoughts. His ways become our ways. Now there is oneness and in our oneness with Him we find we can be placed together with others to form a spiritual habitation for the Lord. A place where His presence, His person, can be known in its fullness.


We realize there are those who are being birthed into this glorious Kingdom of God and have need of the governors and tutors. They need certain laws to direct them. We have not thrown away the hand ministry, as many would suppose. The hand is to minister, equip, each part of the body so that the body may function properly in building itself up. Most have forgotten the hand is a part of the body. The hand is not an elite group separate from the body. It is a part. The members of the body are not called to gather around the thumb ministry and support the thumb. They are not called to keep Bro. Thumb’s building clean and make sure that Bro. Thumb has his every whim met. The members are brought to the Christ that out from their relationship with the Christ they may do the work of the ministry and the whole body will grow. The equipping we receive from the hand is contact with our source of life. We are brought to the Christ and out from that personal relationship we are prepared to be a part of the whole. We don’t loose our part but we learn to flow with the whole.


We can only be “joined and knit together” as we each have contact with our source of life. We cannot find our unity in what we believe. Unity and oneness will only come out from a relationship of each individual with its source of life. We have tried to rally around certain truths to attain unity and there has been no declaration of the Person of a Son. This is not a corporate expression of His life. It is simply a bunch of unprepared parts gathered into the same place. These unprepared parts cannot be assembled together because in this condition they won’t fit together, they cannot and have not been joined and knit together.


As the Father works to bring forth this Son, this Son through whose Person He will declare Himself, we find our focus on our own personal development and growth. We must allow the Father to expand our understanding to see our own personal development and growth as a step to bringing forth a full revelation of Himself in a corporate Son.            
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