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I WAS BORN THIS WAY.


As I sit and pen these words I feel like Nehemiah when he heard the condition of Jerusalem. “When I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned many days.” (Ne.1:4) There seems to be no end, especially among those who claim to be walking in deeper truth, to the concepts that have become acceptable among believers. These concepts are not deeper truths, but instead twisted scriptures that carnal minds have taken and made to fit their own life styles.


“Then Judah said, “The strength of the laborers is failing, and there is so much rubbish that we are not able to build the wall.” (Ne.4:10)

Jerusalem laid waste and as Nehemiah surveyed the situation there were places where he could not ride through the rubble; it was just too much. When they actually began to rebuild the wall they ran into so much rubbish they could not spend time actually building the wall and they just had to spend all their time cleaning up the mess. How it seems we have to spend so much of our time cleaning up the rubbish of twisted scripture from the foundation of Jesus Christ so we can build the house on the sure foundation of Jesus Christ. The foundation has been laid, but we have to dig through the rubbish to find that foundation so we can build.


While the list of things could be endless I would like to focus on one particular thought and that is the phrase, “I was born this way.” This phrase is being used to justify certain aspects of our life we don’t seem to be able to overcome. There seems to be a lingering problem that we just don’t quite seem to be able to totally conquer and in our weariness of dealing with said problem we just learn to live with it. After awhile of just living with our problem and learning to be comfortable with it; we develop a theology that says. “Hey, God made me this way and it is OK to be this way.” If I can convince myself and others that I was born this way then my problem is either God’s fault or else God made me this way for a purpose and it’s alright to be this way.


I’m sure if we were all honest we might all say we have times when we weary with the chastening and the processing of the Lord. The writer to the Hebrews certainly understood this when he quoted, “My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him.” (Heb.12:5) Then again, “If you endure chastening.” (Heb.12:7) Such statements would not even be necessary if we never faced such times. Truth be known we all face such times, but rather than settling for cohabitation with our problems, if we will grab hold of the Spirit and rise in the life from within us we can overcome.


Now this may surprise you, but I do agree with you; we were born this way. David came to understand this truth after his affair with Bathsheba.


“Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me.” (Ps.51:5)

David realized his problem was not his affair with Bathsheba; that was just the manifestation of his real problem; he was made wrong. He was born that way. Now rather than standing there and telling Nathan, “I was born this way and it is my nature;” David had a different response.


“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.” (Ps.51:10)

David’s cry was, “Make me a new creation. Lord do a work in me that will keep me from ever falling into this sin again.” The Hebrew word for steadfast is a word which speaks of a permanent work, a work that cannot be undone.


Oh yes, I know you have cried this many times over and you think nothing is happening; it may be a slow process, but you are changing my friend. Don’t give up and don’t compromise. Run the race looking to Jesus. Lay aside every weight and the sin that does so easily beset you and run with your eyes set on our triumphant Jesus. He is the Lion which has prevailed to open your book. There is written within you the very nature and character of God. It is this Christ in you that is the hope of realizing the glory of God.
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“Behold, I was brought forth in [a state of] iniquity; my mother was sinful who conceived me [and I too am sinful].” (Ps.51:5 Amp.)

“For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do. Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? I thank God-through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Ro.7:15,20,24-25)

Yes, we were born into this world in sin. None of us asked to be born in sin; it was a consequence of the sin of Adam and Eve. In their fallen state they produced after their kind. None of us come into this world without sin, but God had no intention of us remaining in this condition. He loves us just as we are, but He loves us too much to leave us in that condition. The purpose of God is to conform us into His own image so we can fellowship with Him on His level in the Spirit.


Paul prayed, “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1Thess.5:23) This is such a powerful prayer and for years I just breezed past it never really taking much notice of it other than to point out man’s tri-part make up. One day it really hit me; Paul is praying for something to take place in those at the church in Thessalonica. He wasn’t praying for something way out in the future, but for something right now.


God Himself sanctify you. God Himself. There is something about this phrase that rings out of such a personal and intimate relationship with God. God Himself. Such a personalized care. God is not leaving you in the hands of some assistant, even though He uses others in the body of Christ to help us. God is going to personally get involved Himself.


We find John using this same phrase. “And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” (Rev.21:3-4) I trust your perception of this is not God, as an old man, walking through the midst of a vast multitude of hurting people with His hanky wiping away the water droplets from the eyes of those around Him.


The idea being pictured here is one where people begin to realize God is not way out yonder, but He lives within a people. They will be His people and He will be their God. God will wipe away every tear. The Greek word for tear speaks of an inner turmoil that is beyond the ability to express. The idea is there is something so horrific going on in these peoples lives, words are inadequate to express. It takes the realization of Christ in you to wipe away these inner pains. It is God Himself dwelling in you doing the sanctifying, the purifying.


God Himself is cleaning us up. All the rubbish you came into this world with, He is wiping away. We came into this world corrupt, but God has injected us with the antidote, Jesus Christ. His life is in us and just like an injection one would get from the doctor; the antidote has to work its way through our entire being ridding us of every vestige of sin.


The good news is He is doing it! We want it instantly, but we find God is not just delivering us, but He is also developing us into sons; full grown mature sons. He is redoing our frame work so we will be able to endure the glory of God. Our frame work, as we come into this world, would not be able to stand under the eternal weight of glory God is working into our lives. We would collapse under such glory. It takes but a second to look around and see how many have fallen when God began to lay on them but a small portion of glory. How much more would we collapse if God were to pour out His full glory on us right now? Oh, but friend, this is exactly what God is working toward. He is working in us the capacity stand under the fullness of His glory.
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“I have been evil from the day I was born; from the time I was conceived, I have been sinful.” (Ps.51:5 GNB)


“Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (Jn.3:3)

To say, “I was born this way,” and to use it as the reason we cannot change is to deny the very ability of God’s life within us to change us. It is the same as saying the blood of Jesus has no real power. It is His blood, His life that cleanses and changes us. (1Jn.1:7) How inadequate is the blood of Jesus if it cannot free us from our sin; it can only forgive us (as wonderful as that is), but has no power to free us from sin. What a slap in the face of our precious Lord Jesus Christ. If that were true we would be hopeless of ever being brought forth in His image. Christ in us would be no hope of coming into the glory of God; He would only be a hope for forgiveness. Oh, but my precious friend, Jesus is more than able to transform you into His image. He is not only able to forgive you, but He has the ability to transform your very life no matter how you came into this world. Makes no difference what hang ups you had when you came into this world or what hang ups were developed in you over the years; His blood, His life is more than able to bring the change you thought was impossible.


People used to talk about being a born again Christian and my thought is how can you be a Christian and not be born again? We may not always act like we have been born again, but trust me if you are a Christian you are born again. The phrase, born again, has come to be a watered down saying. The true essence of being born again has been lost in our religiosity. The reality of the very words has escaped us and because of that we fail to walk in the total reality of such a wonderful life. We fail to grow up into the fullness of this life and we go through life thinking we have to be this way or that way. We might do a little better before it is all over, but we will never come into the full image of God. We finally learn to just live content with the way we think we are. “This is just the way I am. My daddy was like this and my mother was like that; so what more can I hope for?” We learn to cohabitate with a life style that is contrary to the life of God, which is dwelling in us. We settle in the low lands of the kingdom of God when there are mountains to climb; mountains that will carry us to such heights as to make our heads spin. The scriptures are always admonishing us to rise up, come up here.


“And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not able; for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men?” (1Cor.3:1-3)

The church at Corinth was a born again people, but they live just like everybody else. Oh yes, there was the operation of the gifts in their midst and we would not belittle that in the least, but they lived and walked in their everyday life as mere men. They knew what it was to be forgiven and to have received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, but they knew nothing of the transforming power of the Christ, which dwelled in them. They lived in the lowlands of the kingdom of God. They had allowed their carnality to rule and not the Spirit of the living God. They could have just said and did in so many words, “We were just born this way.” They had no idea of the reality of what it meant to be born again. Oh yes, they knew what it was to be anointed for certain works and to do mighty things, but the transforming power of the life of God seemed to escape them. Once the anointing lifted for whatever they were doing they fell right back into being the same people they were before.


When we are born again our point of origin changes. What do I mean our point of origin? When we were born of the flesh our point of origin was the flesh. We could not help ourselves because that was the source of life we had. When we are born again we are born of God and now our point of origin is the very nature and life of God. Our source of life becomes God. The old life, the old man has been put to death in Jesus and now we have a new life and no matter what we may see going on in our lives, the old man is dead. The truth of the matter is, while the old man is dead we still have a lot of clutter left over from the years of living in the flesh. We have a lot of habits we have developed over the years that still cling to us and have to be dealt with. We have become one with God in our spirit and now we are dealing with our soul. Peter talks about receiving the end of our faith, the salvation of our souls. (1Pt.1:9) Our soul realm has yet to see the total salvation of God. The realm of our mind, will, emotions and desires has yet to be totally saved. The full life of Christ dwells in us as the full life of the oak tree dwells in the acorn, but that inward life has to be released to find expression. The fullness of Christ dwells in us, but it has to find expression into our soul realm. This life has to find expression into our minds, our will, our emotions and desires.


How is it this life in the acorn grows into a great big oak tree? The acorn has to fall into the ground and over a period of time the moisture and heat begin to crack the outer shell of that acorn and as it does the life of the oak tree begins to come to the surface. We find it is no different with us; we fall into the circumstances of life and allow them to break the hard outer shell of our soul and the life of Christ begins to surface. Jesus said, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in and dine with him, and he with Me.” (Rev.3:19) Jesus was not talking to the world out there, but He was talking to the church, the born again believers. He was talking to churches that needed to overcome in certain areas. Each church had its own area to overcome, but the way to overcoming was the same for each; open the door to Him. 


Now we have to understand we are not trying to get more of Jesus into our lives; He is in us in all His fullness. All that He is dwells in us just as all the oak tree is dwells in the acorn. What is taking place in us is the release of Jesus from out of our spirit into our soul. He stands at the door of our soul knocking, speaking a word and if we will receive this word, open the door; with meekness it will save our souls. (Jas.1:21) This word will come in and transform our soul into the very image of God. We will be set free from who we were born in the flesh and be what He is in the Spirit.
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“But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.” (2Cor.3:18)


I suppose I could continue to write on this subject and all that it entails for years, but too many of you who read these lines, this is nothing new. I write because there are those who have heard these truths and have preached these realities and yet after years of dealing with some of the same problems they have grown weary of the process of change. All sorts of new theology rise to the surface to pacify our inability to overcome.


My personal conviction is we haven’t really seen Jesus in His glory in us. We have heard the words, “Christ in you,” for so long it has become just that to most people, just words. I’m not saying we don’t know the scriptures or haven’t had a revelation, as such, but we have been a lot like Peter. One minute we have a revelation and the next we are being rebuked as the devil. (Mt.16:13-27) The key to understanding this portion of scripture is in the words of rebuke by our Lord. “You are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men.” (v.23) While Peter did have a valid revelation of Jesus; his mind was not focused on that revelation. His mind was full of the things of men.


“Full of the things of men.” This can cover a wide variety of things and I would not even begin to try to go through all of them. The area I would like to touch on very briefly is our focus on who we think we are.


Even though we may have a genuine revelation of Jesus Christ, if our focus is more on our birth after the flesh than our birth after the Spirit, we will not be changed. If we only see the revelation of Jesus as out there somewhere, we will not be changed. We have to see the glory of the Lord abiding within us. Even more than that we have to see we are born of the very substance of that glory. His life is not something He is sprinkling on us from time to time to help us make it through the day, but we are born of the very substance of God Himself. We must behold His glory, the substance of His being as the substance of our being because we are now the born ones of God. Even though we have not been fully developed, it does not yet appear what we shall be; we know we are the born ones of God.


“With unveiled face.” If you will read 2Cor.3:13-16 you will begin to understand an unveiled face is one which no longer tries to fit the revelation of Jesus Christ into a legalistic concept. This concept, which is under the order of the law, cannot bring transformation into the glory of God. Thank God Paul says, “Nevertheless when one turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.” (v.16) We all have to take the veil off our face by no longer trying to impose a legalistic and ritualistic form of Christianity upon ourselves and others and turn to the Lord, who lives within us.


Let me close with a verse from John.


“You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.” (1Jn.4:4)

Our revelation of Jesus Christ within us, beholding as in a mirror, is the power to overcome all of the antichrist, instead of Christ, spirits that are out there. All of those things out there that would pull our attention away from the indwelling Christ can be overcome by beholding the glory of the Lord.


“But we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. “ (1Jn.3:2)
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