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JOHN G. LAKE

No words of mine can convey to another soul the cry that was in my heart and the flame of hatred for death and sickness that the Spirit of God had stirred within me. The very wrath of God seemed to possess my soul."

These words summarized the passion that propelled the life-long ministry of John G. Lake. He spoke these words in reference to the intensity of emotion he felt as his thirty-four year old sister lay dying. He had already witnessed eight of his fifteen siblings die from illness - yet he had also witnessed the miraculous healing of his own childhood rheumatoid arthritis, as well as a sister's cancer and brother's blood disease under the ministry of John Alexander Dowie. It was already too late to take this sister who now lay dying to Dowie's Healing Home in Chicago, so he telegraphed Dowie with a desperate plea for prayer. Dowie telegraphed back: "Hold on to God. I am praying. She will live." That simple declaration caused John Lake to wage a furious spiritual attack on the power of death - and within the hour his sister was completely healed.

It was battles such as this - at death's very door - that brought John G. Lake face to face with his convictions. Was he going to stand by as the enemy took yet another loved one from him, or was he going to choose to stand in the enemy's way? Such an opportunity again presented itself on April 28, 1898, when his wife of five years lay dying. Jennie battled for breath in her final hours when Lake finally put his foot down. He would not tolerate the enemy stealing away the mother of his children and his spiritual partner. He determined to believe God's Word as it was revealed to him for her healing and at 9:30 am he contented for her life in prayer upon which she rose up healed, praising the Lord in a loud voice.

In January of 1910, after a time in the States for recuperation, John was headed back to Africa in the midst of a raging plague there. He was among few who ministered to the sick and dying. He proved to local physicians that the germs would not live on his body due to the Holy Spirit alive in him. He actually verified this under a microscope showing that the germs died upon contact with his body. Those who witnessed the experiment stood in amazement as Lake gave glory to God explaining that: "It is the law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus. I believe that just as long as I keep my soul in contact with the living God so that His Spirit is flowing into my soul and body, that no germ will ever attach itself to me, for the Spirit of God will kill it."

In 1907 John Lake was baptized in the Holy Spirit and in his own words; "My nature became so sensitized that I could lay my hands on any man or woman and tell what organ was diseased, and to what extent."

Lake tested this new wonder by going to hospitals and touching patients to determine what their ailments were. And to make it even more challenging, most of them were cases that even the physicians could not diagnose. Nevertheless less, time after time, Lake's diagnoses were proven to be correct. But for him personally, the ultimate test was to demonstrate before the eyes of medical science just how the power of God affected the human body.

So at one point, Lake submitted himself to a series of experiments as a well-known research clinic. It was because of his formal education in science and medicine that he was even allowed access to such clinics.

During one of these experiments Lake told the professors, "Gentlemen, go down in your hospital and brink back a man who has inflammation in the bone. Take your instrument [a powerful X-ray machine with microscopic attachments] and attach it to his leg. Leave enough space to get my hand on his leg.

Lake reported that "When the instrument was ready, I put my hand on the man's shin and prayed, "God kill the devilish disease by Your poser. Let the Spirit move in him; let It live in him." Then I asked, "Gentlemen, what is taking place?" They replied, "EVERY CELL IS RESPONDING."

The scientists were astounded at what they saw. For, as best as they could tell, they were witnessing some sort of re-creative process that was taking place in the leg of a dying man - and it was happening right there under their own microscope!

QUOTES FROM JOHN G. LAKE

“Sickness is incipient death. Death is the result of sin. There is no sickness in God. There never was, there never will be, there never can be. There was no sickness in man, in the God-man, until such time as he became the earth-man, until by the operation of will he sank into himself and became of the earth – earthy. Therefore, sin is the parent of sickness in that broad sense. Sickness is the result of sin. There could have been no sickness if there had been no sin.”

“But the secret of Christianity is not in doing. The secret is not in doing. The secret is in being. Real Christianity is in being a possessor of the nature of Jesus Christ. In other words, it is being Christ in character, Christ in demonstration, Christ in agency of transmission.”

“Divine healing is the removal by the power of God of the disease that has come upon the body, but divine health is to live day by day and hour by hour in touch with God so that the life of God flows into the body, just as the life of God flows into the mind or flows into the spirit. The Christian, the child of God, the Christ-man, who thus commits himself to God ought not to be a subject for healing. He is a subject of continuous, abiding health. And the secret of life in communion with God, the Spirit of God, is received into the being, into the soul, into the spirit.”
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