THE PROCESSING OF THE LORD

CHAPTER 20

THE HOLY PLACE


“Then Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people whom they had acquired in Haran, and they departed to go to the land of Canaan. So they came to the land of Canaan. Abram passed through the land to the place of Shechem, as far as the terebinth tree of Moreh. And the Canaanites were then in the land.” (Gen.12:5-6)


Canaan speaks of that place of trafficking, buying and selling. The realm of the soul with all its plans and activities. Its good ideas. Yet again, it speaks of bending the knee, submission. All this trafficking in our soul realm must bend the knee in submission to our Lord. All our buying and selling, building and planting, marrying and giving in marriage (Lk.17:26-29) must bend the knee to Jesus Christ. We will all declare His Lordship. (Phil.2:10-11)


We said in earlier chapters the holy place is a place of coming to know Jesus as the anointed One or the anointing and the most holy place as coming under His Lordship. Some may feel this is a contradiction to what we are saying now. Yet we find such a wonderful blending of all of God’s working in our lives and thus no contradiction; rather an expansion of His life in us.


“Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear.” (Acts 2:33)

Peter’s message on the day of Pentecost brings much enlightenment on the realm of the holy place. The day of Pentecost opened a new realm in the Spirit for these believers. They had never, no one had, ever experienced this realm of the Spirit. Oh, the wonder of it. We can read through the early chapters of the book of Acts and see glimpses of this holy place realm. Our hearts sadden as we continue to read the pages of Acts and see how man soon defiled this holy place. Could we not learn from others failures?


Peter declares all of what was happening on the day of Pentecost was because Jesus was “at the right hand of God exalted.” Jesus has pressed into the most holy place, behind the veil (Heb.6:19-20) and from that position He sheds forth, pours out His anointing. From Peter’s statement we begin to understand everything we experience in our walk with God comes because of the position of Christ. We especially note this holy place experience comes and brings us into contact, in a measure, with this One who is exalted as Lord of lord’s. Certainly we see much in what is now called Pentecost which needs reformation, change, yet this is the place where conforming, transforming is done.


In Ezekiel’s vision of the waters he saw the waters flowing out from the temple. (Ezk.47:1-2) John saw the holy city, which we are and saw no temple because “the Lord God almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.” (Rev.21:22) We find the waters are flowing out of the very person of God Almighty and the Lamb.


“Waters to the ankles.” (Ezk.47:3) “For there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12)


“Waters to the knee.” (Ezk.47:4) “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow.” (Phil.2:10)


“Waters to the loins.” (Ezk.47:4) “Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind.” (Pt.1:13) “We have the mind of Christ.” (1Cor.2:16) “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” (Phil.2:5)


“Waters to swim in.” (Ezl.47:5) “That God may be all in all, that is be everything to everyone supreme, the indwelling and controlling factor of life.” (1Cor.15:28)

Every realm in God, every area of relationship we have with the Father comes as we receive from Christ Jesus who is exalted on high at the right hand of God Almighty. In the outer court we come into contact with what He did for us. In the holy place we experience what He is doing in us and what He can do through us. The most holy place we lose ourselves completely in Him; we become, in reality, all He is. We become one with Him.


The word anoint in the Hebrew is mashach and means to rub with oil, to paint. The anointing is usually associated with a doing. “He has anointed Me to preach.” (Isa.61:1) “How God anointed Jesus with the Holy Ghost and power … who went about doing good.” (Acts 10:38) We are rubbed with oil, we are rubbed with the Spirit for a service of whatever sort.


The word anoint in the Greek is aleipho and means to oil. It comes from alpha as a participle of union and liparos, which means grease or fat. We see more depth here than just getting painted with the Spirit to go do something. How many times have we gone to a religious service and we spent hours painting ourselves with the Spirit, much like a woman putting on make up to go to town? We can put it on and we can take it off. But friend, there is an anointing, which is a union with the oil, a union with the Spirit. This is not something we can put on and take off. It is a mingling with, an intertwining with the Spirit. We see a beautiful example of this in the grain offerings.


When someone brings a grain offering to the Lord, His offering is to be of fine flour. He is to pour oil on it, put incense on it and take it to Aaron’s sons the priest. If you bring a grain offering baked in an oven, it is to consist of fine flour: cakes made without yeast and mixed with oil.” (Lev.2:1, 4 NIV)

There is much we could draw from this grain offering, but we would for the time pull out the difference of having oil poured on and being mixed with oil. The first grain offering was loose grain with incense on it and the priest was to take a handful and burn it on the brazen altar. The grain has been made into fine flour, it has been processed. It has an anointing, oil poured on it. It has praise, the incense. Yet it has not been made into bread. It has not been made into something, which can feed anyone. We have seen in the past in our own lives and the lives of others how we have been processed into fine flour, we have had oil poured on us and even had the incense in our lives, yet we had not the substance to truly feed the nations. We were anointed for service, but there was a great lacking in our everyday lives. We were painted, whited sepulchres, beautiful on the outside, but full of dead men’s bones. (Mt.23:27) 


We must remember firstfruits was a time when they took a sheaf of the firstfruits of the land and waved it before the Lord. It was not burned on the altar. (Lev.23:9-14) Pentecost was also a time of a grain offering made into loaves and waved before the Lord. (Lev.23:15-21) These loaves could not be burned because they were made with leaven. No leaven was to be burned in an offering to the Lord. (Lev.2:11) That which is given to be burned to the Lord must be pure and holy.


The grain offering to which we would direct our attention is baked in an oven. (Lev.2:4) The fine flour, the processed grain, is now mixed with oil and made into cakes or loaves. It was not made with yeast because it would be offered on the altar to the Lord. This is an anointing in our everyday lives. It is mingled, mixed into our very being and not just poured on us. Jesus was not just anointed by having the Spirit poured on His life at times. Oh no, His very being was saturated with oil. It was mixed into His very life.


“But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him.” (1Jn.2:27)

No longer an anointing for service, rather an abiding anointing. The anointing lives in us and we live in the anointing. No longer the coming and going. No longer being moved on by the Spirit as in days of old. We thank God for the times He has moved on us, touched us. Those time when God has taken our wave loaves, still full of leaven and used us to bless people. Yet we live in a time when God is making bread for Himself as well as creation. This bread will be without leaven; it will be mixed with oil. It will be broken and given to God as well as to humanity. The disciples gave the loaves and fish to Jesus. He blessed it and gave it back to the disciples who distributed it to the people. (Mt.14:15-21)


“How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.(Acts 10:38)

Most have missed the reality of being anointed. The anointing is not a little something the Father gives us to make us feel good or powerful. It is Himself. His very person. When we are anointed for service it is His presence on us, which enables us to do what we have to do. When the anointing is mingled, mixed into our everyday lives it means His presence is mixed into everyday situations. No longer going to a meeting and the anointing falls on us. Oh no, now we go to the grocery store, the gas station or wherever we might go and the anointing, His presence is mingled with us. “Emanuel, God with us.” (Mt.1:23) Now there is a manifestation of the sweet savor of His knowledge by us in every place. (2Cor.2:14)


It is the presence of the Lord issuing out from the most holy place into the holy place that causes our knees to bend. It is His Lordship coming to oil us, as it were, to rub us with Himself while He is doing His work in us. He rubs us with Himself until He can incorporate Himself into our lives. We come under His government; we bend the knee until we come to waters to the loins. As we bend the knee while the presence of God is upon us we find it goes deeper into our lives until it mingles with us and our minds are renewed and we are transformed into the very same image.


Many love the anointing upon them. They love to be anointed for service. Yet they do not bend the knee to this anointing, they do not humble themselves under the mighty hand of God. (1Pt.5:6-7) Rather they begin to feel very self-confident and use this anointing for their own benefit. Their everyday life style becomes full of corruption and soon we hear of a fallen star. May the Lord help us!


“If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” (2Chron.7:14)

There is such a great need in the body of Christ for healing. Not just physical healing, but spiritual healing. It does not take long in visiting different expressions of the body of Christ to see how great the need is. The wounds, which have been inflicted, the hurts, the inner turmoil’s and the frustrations. The healing will only come as we bend our knees and humble ourselves. There are other things, which go with this humbling, but the humbling is the first step. This humbling is to take place in every member of the body; not just some, but all. Those who would press to the fullness of God will come through this holy place, this place of bending the knee and coming under the government of God.


If My people will bend their knees and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways. The whole implication here is a people who are not doing because they see the Father doing; they are not speaking because they hear the Father speaking, but they live in their own “wicked ways.” They do not live out of a relationship with the Father, but they live out of their own “wicked ways.” May we suggest this does not mean they are running to the bars, chasing the opposite sex? Their wicked ways simply means they live out of the realm of self. All they do comes from self. All they say comes from self. They may have some enlightenment from the scripture. They may be scripturally wise yet they live out of self. Self is the center of all they do.


This humbling is a turning away from self and turning to hear from God. We would all concur we live in a time when we need to hear from God. We must realize there has never been or will there ever be a time when we don’t need to hear from God. Whether or not times are good or bad we need to always hear from God. Jesus said, “Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that is proceeding from the mouth of God.” (Mt.4:4) Real life only comes as we are hearing from God.


This hearing from God is not developing scriptural knowledge or theological ideas. It is a relationship, a personal relationship. We pray, we seek His face and turn from our ways. We pray; Jesus taught us to pray, “Our Father.” (Mt.6:9) We have a conversation with our Father. We commune with our Father. In this communion we are seeking to come into a more personal relationship, a face to face relationship. This pursuit to be more intimate will cause us to turn from our ways. We must humble ourselves, we must bend our knees or there can be no furtherance in our relationship with our Father. There will be no healing. We will be stuck in our own ways. There will have to be a further working of the Spirit to bring us to our knees.


“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! See! Your house is left to you desolate; for I say to you; you shall see Me no more till you say, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!” (Mt.23:37-39)

No humbling here. They had the prophets sent to them and they refused to bend the knee. The attempts of the Lord to bring them into an intimate relationship were unsuccessful. They would not. Now desolation. The Goodspeed translation reads this way. “Now I leave you to yourselves.” Oh, the implications of such a statement. Left to ourselves because we won’t bend the knee. All we will have is self. We can no longer see the Lord until we have had enough of self that we finally say, “Blessed is He that comes in the name, nature, in the ways of the Lord. No more seeing. No more hearing from God. We end up stuck with our own wicked ways until like the prodigal son we finally awaken in the pig pen of life in this world and realize there is a much higher life in the Father’s house.


“Likewise you younger people submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for God resists the proud, but give grace to the humble. Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time.” (1Pt.5:5-7)

There is a contrast here between the humble and the proud. Proud is the word huperephanos meaning; appearing above others, conspicuous, haughty. It comes from huper meaning above and from phaino meaning to lighten, to shine. We could read the verse this way. “God resist those who try to out shine others.” “God resist those who try to be conspicuous, those who would appear above others.”


What a contrast. The humble, the low-lying, those who have bent their knees. The proud, those who exalt self over others. The humble receive grace; the proud find God resisting them. The word resist comes from antitassomai, which means, to range oneself against, to oppose. Vines says of this word; it was originally a military term to range in battle against. The proud find God fighting against them. Those who insist on walking in their own ways will find God opposed to them. Those who will not bend the knee will find God is against them.


Does this sound strange? Dose this sound unlike the God you think you know? Does this go against all your theology? Are you use to quoting the scripture, “If God be for you, who can be against you?” (Ro.8:31) May we suggest, in love, you have yet to come into contact with the government of God? May we suggest your understanding of God and His being for you is still tainted with carnal reasoning? God’s being for you doesn’t mean He will satisfy your every carnal whim. It means He will do whatever it takes to bring forth the image of His Son in us. That is His being for us. We think we know what we need. We think we know what will be best for us. We think if we only had more money that would solve our problems. If we could get healed, if we could get more people to our building, if we could get more places to preach, if we could start a tape ministry, get on the radio, on TV; this would certainly be what we need.


Friend, your need is none of the above or anything you could add to such a list. Your need is to bend your knee under God’s government. Your need is to humble yourself under the mighty hand of God. Do you suppose God would never oppose you, a born again, Spirit filled child of God? Think again, my friend, as you read these piercing words of Jesus to the church of Pergamos.


“Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against them with the sword of My mouth.” (Rev.2:16)

Repent, bend your knee. You have come into a realm where God’s government is working its transforming power in you life. You can submit, you can bend the knee, you can die to self. Ah, but if this doesn’t appeal to you then you can prepare for war. You may as well know you are destined for defeat. Your ways will crumble before His Lordship and He will bring you into obedience. Your knee will eventually bend and you will confess Jesus is Lord to the glory of God.


The Lord is gracious and longsuffering and He gives us space to repent. Yet, if we don’t repent the word which should be our sword to fight the powers of darkness is now fighting against us to break our soulish realm and free us from ourselves. The word comes to separate the soul and spirit. (Heb.4:12) His word will become like a hammer to break those hard areas in our lives. (Jer.23:29) Ah, but even all of this is for our benefit. God is still for us. We just don’t realize His goodness when He won’t let us have our way. God will have no spoiled children. When we truly see it is His love we will love Him in return.


“As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent.” (Rev.3:19)


“We love Him because He first loved us. (1Jn4:19)
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