THE PROCESSING OF THE LORD

CHAPTER 13

SET FREE


“So Abram departed as the Lord had spoken to him, and Lot went with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. Then Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people whom they had acquire in Haran, and they departed to go to the land of Canaan. So they came to the land of Canaan.” (Gen.12:4-5)


When we begin to consider the significance of Canaan and what it means in our walk today, we must turn our attention to the call of God, which originally beckoned Abraham out of Ur and from his family.


“Now the Lord had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, from your family and from your father’s house, to a land that I will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Gen.12:1-3)

We must remember this is not only a call to come out, but also a call that leads us into something else. We leave behind the old and we come into the new.


“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. Now all things are of God.” (2Cor.5:17-18)


“He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love.” (Col.1:13)


“But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” (2Pt.2:9)


“To open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.” (Acts 26:18)


We have seen in the past chapters some of what we are called out from. We have been called out from our father’s house, our kindred, from our country, the land of our nativity. We see this described in the New Testament as coming out of darkness, being turned from the power of Satan. This realm we are called out of is sometimes referred to as “the old.” “The old” simply refers to the way we have always done things while we lived in “our country.” We have looked briefly at some of these “old things” as our religious habits and traditions, our work habits, our pursuit after our own pleasure, our worries about our everyday needs, our desires for financial security (deceitfulness of riches). There is so much more, which could be said and yet God has to deal with each of us on an individual basis. There is a corporate dealing of God with His people, but this does not do away with that individual and personal dealing of God in our lives.


We see in the life of Abraham such a graphic illustration of coming out and going in. We see his geographic move from his father’s land into a new land, the land of Canaan. We can understand and see that in his move he stopped short for a season as he tried to compromise what God had spoken to him. Yet when it comes to our lives it becomes hard to see this move because it is not a geographical move. We don’t load our camels, our cars and just drive to a new city or state or even a new country. Oh, if it were only that easy. Yet, for all practical purposes the actual move is that easy. We have been “delivered” from one and “translated” into another. Oh, but the in-working of this move and what it means is not such an easy thing. To awaken to the reality of the move we have made can be in an instant of time, but the implications of this move and the reality of how things are done in this “new country” we live in can take some time.


The word delivered comes from rhuomai, which means “to rescue.” Vines Dictionary says of this word, “To rescue from or to preserve from.”


“Who hath rescued us out of the authority of the darkness.” (Rhm.)


“…the control of…” (Ber.)

We have been delivered from, rescued out of the control and authority of darkness. The wonder of this truth has failed to grip our hearts. We no longer have to be dominated by darkness or Satan. Then why do we allow such activity in our lives? Why do we allow sin to reign in our mortal bodies? “How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? (Ro.6:2) Is it we have never seen the “old” for what it really is? Is it there are things in us, which we see as “good” and we try to bring them with us into the kingdom of God? Methinks so!


We could liken this to a raft trip down a river. We put our raft in the river at a point where the river is flowing slowly and the surroundings are peaceful and we can enjoy a leisurely time of floating down stream enjoying such beautiful views on either side of the river. Then all of a sudden into this serene picture comes a maniac trying to warn us of the dangers of this river. “You had better get out of this river, it will kill you. It will lull you into a false security and then pull you over the falls. Get your raft out now before it’s too late.” We listen in total unbelief. This river dangerous? Water fall? We don’t see any water fall. We haven’t heard anyone else talk about a water fall. Must be just some nut tying to scare people. So we casually continue to float down stream with no concept of needing to be rescued from this rivers grip.


During our trip down this river we may come into contact with those who try and warn us of the impending danger of the water fall yet we don’t recognize the danger we are approaching because of what we see in our surroundings. It is only when the waters begin to get turbulent we begin to see any need to be rescued. Ah, but we have come through white water before and we survived. So we continue on thinking we can handle whatever might come along. It is only when the waters become so turbulent and we cannot get control of the situation we begin to see we need to be rescued, pulled out of the rivers control. The beauty of this glorious truth is we don’t have to wait till we get to the brink of the water fall before we allow Jesus to deliver us from this power of darkness. He has already delivered us from the power of darkness.


When we bring this back to our own lives we find there are areas in our lives where we don’t see the need to be rescued from and consequently we allow that area in our lives to continue as it always has. Not realizing we have been delivered from it and have no need to submit to it. We fail to realize we are under the control of some influence other than the Spirit of the living God and so never see a need for deliverance. Someone may come along and minister to us about the dangers of allowing certain attitudes or actions in our lives and we think them to be off the deep end, too fanatical. Yet, the day will come when our river begins to get to rough for us to handle and things get out of control and we remember those fanatic’s words. Then we begin to cry out to God for help.

We may struggle for a long time trying with everything we can muster to get control of the situation with no success. What a tremendous day when we hear God speak to us, “I have delivered you from all the power of darkness.” Friend, believe God. Let all men be liars. Yes, you will be faced with voices from hell, which declare, “Not so!” The devil will say, “Look at you, your not delivered, your not worthy, your not good enough for God to deliver you. You still have thoughts; feelings, urges and you say you are delivered. What a joke!” Friend, the devil is a liar and the father of lies. (Jn.8:44)



The word rhuomai is also defined as to preserve from. When we think of being delivered we some how get in our minds the idea of being removed physically or geographically from something. Yet to be preserved from brings with it a concept of still being in the midst of something, yet untouched by our surroundings. Listen to the words of Jesus.


“Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are. I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil one.” (Jn.17:11, 14-15)


We are in the world, but not of it and He keeps us from the evil. This is being preserved from that which surrounds us. Keep comes from tereo meaning to guard from loss or injury by keeping an eye upon. Friend, God has His eye on you; not for harm, but for good. His eye is not just inspecting your life, looking for flaws He can punish. Oh no, His eye is on you to keep you from evil. The enemy can’t sneak into your life and pull a fast one on you. God has His eye on you. He is watching over you life, guarding it so you won’t suffer loss or injury. He becomes your security guard, ever on watch.


Is this not what we find in Passover? Yet so many miss this truth of Passover. They see Passover as the forgiveness of sins, salvation and never realize God’s protection and covering, which is included in Passover.


“Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Pick out and take lambs for yourselves according to your families, and kill the Passover lamb. And you shall take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and strike the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood that is in the basin. And none of you shall go out of the door of his house until morning. For the Lord will pass through to strike the Egyptians; and when He sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the Lord will pass over the door and not allow the destroyer to come into your houses to strike you. (Ex.12:21-23)


We think of the Lord passing over us the same as an airplane passing over our heads, it goes right on by us, not stopping, but on to its particular destination. Yet what is contained in these verses is not God going past us on His way somewhere else. He passes over our door; He becomes a covering over our door. He becomes the security guard at our door and will not allow the destroyer to come in and smite us. He has delivered us, preserved us from the power of darkness. Glory to His name!


Beloved, we are NOW set free from the power of darkness and God has His eye on us to keep us from the power of darkness.


“Now to Him who is able to keep you without stumbling, or slipping, or falling, and to present you unblemished (blameless and faultless) before the presence of His glory - with unspeakable, ecstatic delight - in triumphant joy and exultation.” (Jude 24 Amp.)

Could there be any more glorious truth? Ah yes, this is only half of what has taken place in our lives.


“…and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love.” (Col.1:13)


The word conveyed comes from methistemi meaning to transfer, carry away. This word comes from two words, meta, implying change and histemi meaning to cause to stand. We only find this word used five times in the New Testament and the way it is translated will better help us to understand what has happened to us.


We find the word methistemi translated, put out, in Lk.16:4 and removed in Acts 13:22 and 1Cor.13:2. Then again we find it as, turned away in Acts 19:26. If we use these words in the verse from Col.1:13 it would read like this, “Who has delivered from the power of darkness and has translated us, put us out, removed us, turned us away, into the kingdom of the Son of His love.” The essence of what is being said and the reality of what has happened to us is we are no longer a part of the power of darkness. We are no longer children of the night, now we are children of the day. (1Thess.5:4-5)


Most Christians have never realized the change that has taken place to them. Yes, they know their sins are forgiven, but still don’t recognize the change in their lives. They still see themselves as a part of the “old things.” They still consider themselves sinners. They don’t see themselves as new creations; just old creations who have been forgiven. We may still have habits and ways in us, which still need to be unlearned and changed, but we need to see ourselves as no longer a part of the old, no longer under the control of the old. We have been delivered from the power of darkness and translated into the kingdom of God. It is imperative we see ourselves delivered from the power of darkness. Without such insight we will never be able to grow into what God has for us. We are in the kingdom of God NOW. The old man IS dead NOW. We are free from sin NOW. We are alive to God NOW.


We cannot emphasize to strongly the need to see ourselves seated with Christ in the heavenlies. This is not just theology, it is reality. We cannot even begin to see the greater realities of the kingdom of God until we start from this position. It is only as we understand we are seated with Christ we can begin to walk. When we begin to walk we will begin to face an intense warfare as the powers of darkness try to keep us from walking and maintaining a life in the Spirit.

MADE GREAT


“Now the Lord had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, from your family and from your father’s house, to a land I will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing.” (Gen.12:1-2)

The land of Canaan is the place where God makes us. He brings us out from under the power of darkness, out of our country and brings us into the kingdom of God, the land of Canaan. The problem we have had with understanding we are free from sin is we still see old things in us and we immediately reason we are still living in Ur of the Chaldees. What is actually taking place is we have come out of Ur, Babylon, but we still have Babylon in us. We have Babylon’s ways, ideas, thinking and attitudes, but Canaan is the place where God begins to make us.


When we consider the parable of the sower and the seed we find four types of ground. The first is called the wayside or as it is in some translations, the path. The path is where the seed fell and was immediately lost to the fowls because there was absolutely no penetration into this type of ground. The seed would lie on top of the ground and never get into it. The path speaks of the place where we daily walk and the ground there becomes hard and unable to produce anything. We have all seen yards where people had a beautiful lawn and yet across one corner there was a little narrow barren strip where the grass didn’t grow. It was a path where people would take a short cut across this yard and because of so many doing it so often the once beautiful grass has now become a barren path where grass won’t grow.


Now if the person owning the yard wanted to grow grass there he would have to soften that area of ground so it would receive seed. The next thing would be to change the habit of taking that route for a short cut. They would have to change their walk.


The second type of ground was called stony ground. This type of ground had soil, which would receive seed yet the soil was shallow. It looked good on the surface, yet unseen to the naked eye, just under the surface were stones. The stones speak of those hard, unreceptive areas we hide in our hearts. The word begins to bring forth fruit in our lives, but the roots are unable to get deep into our lives and when trouble comes, our fruit dries up and dies.


The third type of ground, we have already considered briefly, is what has other seed beside the seed of the kingdom of God in it. These are the seeds of worry, the desire for riches and the desire for pleasure. The seeds all begin to produce, but the seeds of worry and the desire for riches and pleasure choke out the seed of the kingdom. How is it these other seeds can choke out the seed of the kingdom of God? Is it not we sow and water these seeds ourselves? Whether it is the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches or the excessive pursuit of other things; we sow these seeds into our own lives and then water those seeds with our unbelief toward the Word of God.


The fourth type of ground is the good ground. This ground has no stones in it. It is free from foreign seeds. It is ground that is ready to receive the seed, the Word of the kingdom. We must become that good ground if we are to be what God wants us to be. We can’t even begin to be conformed to the image of Jesus until our ground is free from all these other things. The trip from Ur to Haran and then to Canaan is one in which we find God removing the stones and foreign seeds from our lives. Yes, there are things which will be dealt with in Canaan, but there has been much dealing to bring us to this place called Canaan.


“But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.” (Lk.8:15)


“It means those who, having listened to the message, with open minds and in a right spirit, hold it fast, and patiently yield a return.” (Wey.)

“With open minds and in a right spirit.” Can we not see there has been a working of the Spirit upon those who are called good ground? There has been an inward working, a breaking of fallow ground in preparation for the Word of the kingdom. A working to open our minds to things of the Spirit. The King James Version says, “An honest heart.” The Spirit working in us to be honest with ourselves and with God. The Spirit so working in us we can hear the Word and be honest as it exposes areas in our lives. No longer trying to cover up or maintain our religious façade. No longer trying to justify actions and attitudes, which the Spirit shows to be wrong.


While most will not even acknowledge a life free from sin, it would be agreed by all, that such a life would be the pinnacle of the Christian experience. Even Babylon’s teachers of unbelief and doubt would admit if such a life were possible it would be the zenith of our Christian experience. Yet can we boldly declare that the Word of the living God says such a life is not only possible, but is expected of us. Not only is such a life expected it is also shown in the Word that such a life is not the pinnacle or zenith of what God is doing in us.


We find in 1Jn.2:12-14 three groups of people listed; little children, young men and fathers. The little children have their sins forgiven and know the Father. They know their sins have been forgiven and have come to know God as their Father. The young men have over come the wicked one. While most would say this simply means they don’t sin as much as they use too; such is declared by those who don’t want to honestly face their own lives and deal with the sin they have allowed to rule there.


Then we come to the fathers. Those who have come to know Him Who is from the beginning. They have come to a maturity to where they can be called fathers. They have come to a maturity where God can speak of eternal realities, which have been in His heart since the beginning. You cannot become a father before being a young man and you cannot qualify to be a young man until you have become strong and overcome the evil one.


Let’s look at these young men for just a moment and see how this speaks to us for our present study. The young men have overcome the wicked one. To overcome something means you have gotten the victory over something and are no longer in bondage to it. Listen to Peter’s words.


“While they promise them liberty, they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by whom a person is overcome, by him also he is brought into bondage. For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome , the latter end is worse for them than the beginning.” (2Pt.2:19-20)


When we are overcome by the wicked one it means we are in bondage to him. But when we overcome the wicked one it means he is in bondage to us and we are free from his bondage. While we see it is possible to overcome and then to be entangled again and overcome by the same things, it doesn’t negate our definition of the word overcome. To overcome means we come out from under some form of bondage. We are admonished:


“Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown.” (Rev.3:11)


The young men are described as strong. What is it that makes these young men strong? The Word of God abides in them. This is that good ground, which has received the Word of the kingdom in a good and honest heart, with open minds and in a right spirit. This is that good ground, which has heard the Word of the kingdom and kept it, held it fast. Now we see fruit coming forth in their lives and what is this fruit? They overcome the evil one. They come into the reality of that which has already happened to them. The Lord Jesus had already delivered them and that Word was hidden in their heart that they might not sin against the Lord. (Ps.119:11) The Word is abiding in them and they overcame, came out from under the bondage of the evil one. They are strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. (Eph.6:10) They have put on the whole armor of God and now they are able to with stand, resist and having done all, having overcome all, they are able to stand. (Eph.6:13)


Our trip to Canaan is where God is breaking up our ground and getting it ready to receive the Word. When we come into Canaan we enter into a making process. We learn to walk in this “new country” we have entered. It is this walking that the devil would try and keep us from. It is this walking which brings the manifestation of the reality of the kingdom of God to those around us. Yes, you can fill your mind with kingdom theology and not walk in it and there is no manifestation of the kingdom of God. You can know all the right terminology and doctrines and still there will be no manifestation of the kingdom. It is our walk, which declares the kingdom and not our talk. Many are the talkers of the kingdom. Many are the expounders of great kingdom truths. God desires those who walk. “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us and we beheld his glory.” (Jn.1:14) The Word must become flesh in us so those around us can behold His glory.


We also see Paul’s admonition to be strong in the Lord, to put on the whole armor of God because the devil is going to come against us as we begin to walk. We cannot fight out of ourselves; we must have God’s strength to stand the attack we will be faced with.


It will take not just a portion of the armor of God to withstand the attack the devil will wage against us, but the whole armor. Ah, but as this warfare rages and Babylon’s teachers cry defeat; we find this warfare is the very thing which will cause us to come into the greatest realities of the kingdom of God. This warfare will bring us into the fullness of God. Notice how Luke describes the warfare of the Firstborn Son.


“Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness. Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news of Him went out through all the surrounding region.” (Lk.4:1, 14)

Into the wilderness full of the Spirit to be tested, to have the devil come at Him with all his wiles to thwart the plan of God. Remember Jesus had been thirty years facing temptations of all sorts. Jesus didn’t have any ground to clean up, He was already sinless. Tempted in all points yet without sin. (Heb.3:15) This wilderness experience was an attack of a different sort. It was an attack against what the Father had just forty days ago declared. “This is My Son in whom I am well pleased.” (Mt.3:17) The attack was, “If you be the Son of God.” (Mt.4:3) It was an attack at the very essence of who Jesus was. “Prove who you are. Do something that will prove who You are.”


We would not deal with this area of truth at this point other than to say this was an attack of a different sort. When Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, overcame this attack He came out in the power of the Spirit. Friend, we must allow the Spirit to do His work in us till we are full of the Spirit, till we are strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. It was only after Jesus came out of the wilderness that He began to minister to creation. We have yet begun to see the ministry, which God has for us. The warfare we will face will not defeat us; rather it will bring us into the power of the Spirit. No longer will our speech, our preaching be without the effectiveness we long for. Now it will be with power, dunamis. No longer will our words fall to the ground. Now the word will go forth and prick the hearts of men and bring conviction and turn men to the Lord until all of creation has been brought into obedience to Him.


“That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (Phil.2:10-11)
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