THE PROCESSING OF THE LORD

CHAPTER 1

THE PROGRESSION

The Christian life, it would be agreed by all, is a process or a progression. There is nothing instantaneous about our growth and development. Certainly we experience things instantaneously. Our birth into the Spirit came in a moment, we have had healings instantaneously, we have had the miraculous instantaneously, we have had revelations instantaneously, yet when it comes to our development, our growth, our maturing, who would dare to say it is instantaneously. Even that which seems instantaneous is the result of much unseen working of the Spirit. Our birthing into the Spirit, seemingly instantaneously, is the result of much working of the Spirit before that initial experience of salvation. How many years did it take the Spirit working on us to bring us to the place of our initial experience? Even now there is a working of God birthing His life within us.


It is imperative that we maintain an awareness, a knowing, of God’s purpose in His dealing with us. A lack of understanding of God’s dealings will cause us to become discouraged and tend to give up. The everyday mundane chores of life will overwhelm us and swallow us up.


David cried, “Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.” (Ps.51:8) David realized the importance of understanding the outcome of the dealings of God. When God begins to break our bones, those hard areas and unyielded areas in our lives, we must know there is an outcome, a coming out, of where we have been and a coming into something greater. Is it any wonder so many fall by the wayside when all that is projected to them is some carnal concept of heaven?


The Psalmist cries, “But as for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps had well nigh slipped. For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked … For all the day long have I been plagued, and chastened every morning … until I went into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end … thou shalt guide me with thy counsel and afterward receive me to glory … But it is good for me to draw near to God: I have put my trust in the Lord God, that I may declare all thy works.” (Ps.73)


We have all had the experience of doing what is right only to suffer for it. We have seen the wicked lie and steal, cheat and connive; we have all seen the Jacob’s of this world succeed and never once even be convicted. They continually put their own plans into action and find great success. While we try to do things by the Spirit only to fail time and time again. We are chastened for the tiniest motive, which is out of harmony with God. We have all come to that place of foolishly saying, “What is the use?”


Oh, but the glorious moment we come into fellowship, the sanctuary of God, the dwelling of God, into the presence of God and come to understand not only the end of the wicked but to realize we are being received into glory. We are being brought into a greater reality of God Himself. We in turn become the declaration of God.


 Is it any wonder Paul declares, “I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us?” (Ro.8:18)


When we can grasp the reality God is bringing us to Himself and all the processing He brings us through is only so we can come to a purer fellowship with Him; then shall we find the strength to endure and come through as refined gold with no smell of smoke on us.


“And we know that all things work together for good … He also predestinates to be conformed to the image of His Son.” (Ro.8:28-29)

Even our being conformed to the image of His Son is so we can fellowship with God on His level. God is bringing us to a place where He can share the innermost thoughts of His heart with us. Where the Spirit can share the depths of the Divine Nature with us. (1Cor.2:10 Wuest)

Oh, that such a reality of this truth would grip us. We could face any situation and rise above it. Paul said, “And we know.” We have an intuitive knowing, an inner knowing. A knowing that is not based on any outward physical thing but rather a knowing by the Spirit that dwells within. It is the same inner knowing that came to Peter when he said, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” (Mt.16:16) It is the kind of knowing that will cause us to say with Paul, “We glory in tribulation.” (Ro.5:3) God help us to come to such a place.


Some would say, “But brother, we have arrived at such a place long ago.” We do not doubt there are those who have come to such a reality and others who have tasted of such realities. But have we come to the fullness of accepting God’s dealings with us without even a whimper, a sigh or a groan? Is there any trace of our own ways left? I dare say that when the fire is turned up another notch there will be found yet a trace of self coming to the surface. Beloved friend, there is a day; a time when there will be nothing left but pure gold.


“Then I saw a great white throne and someone sitting on it. Earth and heaven fled from His presence and not a trace of them remained.” (Rev.20:11 Barclay)

When we come into contact with a pure revelation, a pure reality of God’s presence; the old cannot stay, it will flee and all things will be made new. (Rev.21:5)


The King James Version of Rev.20:11 reads, “And I saw a great white throne, and Him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away.”


Compare this with Paul’s words to the Corinthian Church, “For God, Who commanded light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” (2Cor.4:6)


A face to face relationship is to have a relationship with God in which He can express Himself to us. The pinnacle of this truth is to be able to fellowship with God on His level. One has said of Enoch, “Enoch was able to carry on an intelligent conversation with God and not get lost in the depth of God’s understanding. God could come and talk with Enoch about anything He wanted to and Enoch was able to converse with Him about it.”


Is such a relationship even within the grasp of humanity? Is it possible that we are reaching too high? I think not! We have been fed the carnal thoughts of men so long, when we hear the voice of the Spirit we can hardly fathom that such could be possible. May God bring us out of the traditions of religious men into the pure Word of the Lord. Again Paul declares:


“But we all with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” (2Cor.3:18)

Our minds cannot grasp the depths of such a truth. God in His love and mercy exposes Himself to us, little by little, as we are able to bear it and changes us into that which He shows us of Himself. God is ever working, changing and transforming us, to bring us to His own likeness, partakers of all that He is, so we might yet fellowship with Him on His level, in Spirit and in truth. Is this not better than some so called “heaven” as conjured up in the mind of some man? Is this not far better than streets of gold, mansions over the hill top, living next door to Grandma? Is this not far better than playing a harp for the next ten thousand years, sitting on a fluffy white cloud, wearing a halo, having wings? People can believe for such things and not think twice about it. They think us to be the ones who are strange. Even the thought of not walking on streets of gold is enough to bring some to the point of being so enraged they would gladly throw you physically from their midst. How preposterous to think Jesus may not come at any moment and take us all away! Yet, they will quote, or it should be said, misquote the scripture, “Jesus is coming for a church without spot or wrinkle.” Even if the scripture read as such, who could believe that Jesus will be here at any moment? It doesn’t take a very hard or long look at the present condition of the church world to see it is far from even fulfilling this misquoted scripture. God help us to lay aside all of our preconceived ideas and religious notions and begin to ask the Spirit to give us understanding of spiritual realities. How long will we continue fantasying out of the carnal mind and call it a vision from the Spirit? Is it not time for us to arise from such and behold, by the Spirit that which the Lord has prepared for us? Certainly that which the Lord has for us is far better than anything we could imagine with our own minds.


“And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and His servants shall serve Him: and they shall see His face; and His name shall be in their foreheads.” (Rev.22:3-4)


There is a close association between the throne and His face. There is an aspect of the throne which we have access to by virtue of the blood of Christ. (Heb.4:16) Yet, there is an aspect of the throne which is reserved for those who overcome. (Rev.3:21, 7:14-15) This is the aspect of the throne which we are considering. Thank God we can come boldly to the throne of grace in the midst of our failures and short comings and still find mercy that forgives and grace that strengthens us to overcome. Yet, our consideration is what comes after we have obtained grace and have overcome. It is then we begin to comprehend the truths which we are now but scratching the surface of.


We can begin to see it is when we begin to overcome; we begin to catch a vision of the throne. This throne begins to do its working in us, transforming us into the very same image, from glory to glory, till we come to that pure revelation, which completely changes us.

THE REVELATION


The book of Revelation is probably the most misunderstood book of the Bible. So many have freely given their carnal interpretations from John’s vision and have missed the truth which the Spirit would bring into our hearts. The revelation is not of end-time events, historical events, the anti-christ, the false prophet or any such thing. It is the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Rev.1:1) Whether we can fully comprehend it or not, we must base our study of this book on that foundation or we will wander from the heart of what the Spirit is saying.

The book of Revelation shows us how the Christ will be revealed. The beginning starts with the unveiling of the glorified Christ to one man, John. Then the revelation progresses to the seven churches through John. Eventually the revelation reaches the whole world through a many membered body of people known as the Bride.


The book of Revelation contains within it the workings of the throne, the exposing of the great whore, Babylon and her judgment. We find the judgments coming against governments, against systems and the ways of men. The books are opened and read. The sentence is given. All are brought to accountability for those things they have done. All of this is only the processing of the God in a people to bring about what we find in the final two chapters, the Bride having the glory of God. (Rev.21:9-11) The Bride with the glory of God is nothing less than a people, a many membered body, who have been brought into oneness with God.


Let men say what they will concerning the book of Revelation. Let them proclaim all the world events they will, who the anti-christ might be, and who the false prophet is. Let them tell what Russia is going to do, what Israel is going to do, of the great battles that will take place and of the dead bodies which will cover the earth. Let them point to the Middle East, let them point to Europe or anywhere else on this earth and try to show how this is all told in the book of Revelation. We make no apology when we say all of these have missed what the Spirit is saying through this wonderful vision given to John on the isle of Patmos.


“The revelation of Jesus Christ.” These are the first words of the book. Why do we insist on making it so complicated? Why have we missed the simplicity of this book for so long? The book of Revelation is the unfolding of the process of how God will bring forth the revelation of His Christ. Certainly there is language which is hard to be understood by the carnal mind, language, which escapes us because of our religious teachings and the doctrines of men. If we could but lay aside the carnal teachings, the religious concepts we have received and allow the Spirit of the living God to open our eyes, Oh, the glories He would reveal to us. The depths of Himself He would allow us to comprehend. The fellowship He would bring us into, the heights, the depths, the length and breadth of which cannot be fathomed. We have settled for so much less, we have come far short of God’s desire for us. Our minds could not grasp or understand the truth of which the Spirit would speak, so we allowed the carnal mind to interpret spiritual things for us only to find we have to avoid some of the great truths of the kingdom of God. If we take what the Bible says then we have to give reasons why such is not in our lives. If we say John’s baptism was of men the people will stone us for they love John and know him to be a prophet. If we say it was from heaven then we have to give account of why we didn’t believe it. Let’s just avoid the question and hope it goes away. Friend, it is easier to admit that we have had carnal understanding and pray God help us than to continue on the way we have been.

OVERCOMING


The purpose of this book is not to study the book of Revelation. Yet, we do need to have some foundational understanding of the book of Revelation in order to see the processing of God in proper perspective.


Chapters two and three of the book of Revelation show us a progression in overcoming. The first step is to be able to partake of the tree of life in the midst of the paradise of God. (Rev.2:7) Our first step of overcoming is to come to a place of rest in God, paradise, where we can begin to partake of His life. We would readily agree we have already received of His life. When we were born again, from above, born of the Spirit, we received the seed of God into our lives, in the spirit. Ah, but it doesn’t take spiritual discernment to see the multitudes who are frantically busy with their religious activities, doing what they think religious people should be doing or not doing and yet they are not partaking of His life, which has been planted in their spirit. We hear so much about what we should and should not be doing, how we should act, where we should or should not go. “This is the way Christians should act and be.” We hear of the rules and regulations of the religious in an attempt to conform people to their standard of living. We try to dress up the pig and make him smell good and look pretty and in the end he is still a pig. Even all of this is an attempt to make ourselves look good to men. “Look what we have done for humanity.” Have we never understood if people are going to be changed, it has to be by His life working in them? If we are going to be what God wants us to be it will be because His life has done its work in us. Imposing our rules and regulations on people will never bring them into the reality of the kingdom of God. Making them go to a building, making them pray, and making them read their Bibles, making them pay their tithes, will never produce the reality of the kingdom of God in anyone! We are not saying to stop reading your Bibles or praying or fellowshipping with other believers; these things have their place but in themselves they will not produce what our hearts cry for, the reality of God in our lives.


The final step in overcoming is to sit with Him on His throne. (Rev.3:21) This is overcoming as He overcame and becoming completely identified and one with Him. Such a vision is beyond the carnal mind to even conjure up. Men in their carnality cry, “Impossible.” Surely with man this is beyond any talent or ability he could master. Yet we read, “With God all things are possible.” (Mt.19:26) “Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling and present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy.” (Jude 24) “Being confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” (Phil.1:6)


We begin overcoming by resting in Him and partaking of His life. His life then begins to grow and work in us till we are conformed to His image. His life in us causes us to overcome even as He overcame. His life in us finally swallows up death itself. Glory to His name!


“To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.” (Rev.2:17)


Sandwiched in between eating of the tree of life (Rev.1:7) and sitting on the throne with Him (Rev.3:21) we find the overcomer’s being given hidden manna, a white stone and a new name in the stone.


As we progress in our overcoming we come to a point where we begin to partake of the hidden manna, the Christ beyond the veil, the Christ glorified, ascended and at the right hand of Majesty on High. We don’t have time to elaborate on this but suffice it to say this is not the Christ by the shores of Galilee, not the resurrected Christ. It goes beyond what we call the baptism in the Spirit, which is an earnest. Ah, it is a more in depth relationship of which the earnest speaks. As we progress in our walk with God, as we mature in spiritual things, we begin to fellowship with our Lord on levels which are not know to those who would be satisfied with surface things. The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him. (Ps.25:14) There are secret things, hidden things in God, which are not readily received by the carnal mind. They belong to those who have a proper respect for God. Those who have the ability to hear what the Spirit is saying. These are the intimate things out of the bosom of our heavenly Father. These are the depths of His divine nature. Some will be offended by such, yet we find all through scripture different levels of fellowship and relationship men have had with God.


We are also given a white stone. White simply speaks of purity (Isa.1:18) and a stone speaks of the revelation of Christ. (Mt.16:18) The hidden manna brings a pure revelation of Christ. This is the beginning of coming to that great white throne where we will see His face. Words fail to express, they fail to capture the depth of what the Spirit is saying to our hearts. We feel like Paul where words can’t utter what we have seen. (2Cor.12:4) This is not something that can be left for words to declare. It must be declared by a new nature. In the white stone is also a new name. A new nature deep within, which no man knoweth, save he that receiveth it. The hidden manna brings a pure revelation of Christ, which goes to the depths of our being, beyond the visible, into those secret areas of our lives, which no one else has ever seen. Down into the thoughts and intents of our hearts, to bring glorious transformation. Yes Lord, grant it to be so!


Time and space fail us to deal with the throne. Our consideration, at this point is the throne in relationship to the processing of the Lord. We understand there is development and growth in our contact with the throne, which speaks of the presence of God. There is a coming to the throne where we finally see God’s face. Certainly we see the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ and we go from glory to glory. Ah, but there is a moving from glory to glory and a clear vision of the face of God. No longer seeing through a glass darkly, but seeing face to face. (1Cor.13:12) No more in part but knowing as we are known. This is the purpose of all the processing of the Lord. All His workings and dealings are to bring us to a pure, undefiled and unhindered fellowship with Himself, the Lord God Almighty, which was and is and is to come. Oh, such a privilege, the depths of which we have never comprehended. Is it any wonder Paul cried out, “Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ.” (Phil.3:8)
LIKE HIM

If we might we would carry this thought on step farther. There may be those who reserve this glory for “heaven” or after death. “Brother, we will never be perfect in this life; we will continually sin, stumble and fall.” Could we be so bold as to declare such thinking comes from the pits of hell? God will have a people who are one with Him. A people who walk in fellowship with Him, who declare all He is in this life. Someone will go through the processing and come forth as pure gold. (Job 23:10)


“He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also so to walk, even as He walked.” (1Jn.2:6)


God will have a people who walk in the same realm as the Firstborn of the new creation, Jesus. They will walk in the realm Jesus walked in as He walked in the flesh. They will do the things He did. They will fellowship with the Father as He did. They will be the perfect expression of the Father’s nature as He was, while still in flesh. While most of the Christian world cannot believe such as this, this is still short of where God is bringing us; this is still short of our full sonship.


“But ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.” (Ro.8:23)


“For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven.” (2Cor5:2)


As long as we are in this corruptible body, this mortal body, we are still short of where God is bringing us, short of our full sonship. Certainly we can all bear testimony with Paul’s words, “We groan.” Who among us doesn’t yearn for a complete release and freedom from the limitations of this body? While our minds may not fully grasp exactly what we shall be, we know we shall be like Him in every way. (1Jn.3:2)


Most will agree we will be like Him. Ah, but there is strong disagreement on the how, where and when all this will take place. Many are the theories, which have come from the carnal minds of men. Theories, which will excuse laziness, condone sin and promote apathy. Theories, which will cause many to sit in their spiritual rocking chairs and recliners waiting for some hocus-pocus moment when we will be changed. “The rapture is for the perfecting of the saints. Going to heaven is for the perfecting of the saints. The grave is for the perfecting of the saints.” They won’t come right out and say it that way, but to listen to them preach, you would have to say they believe that way.


Paul declared, “I press toward the mark.” (Phil.3:14) “I labored more abundantly than they all.” (1Cor.15:10) “I keep under my body and bring it into subjection.” (1Cor.9:27) Paul was no laid back Christian waiting for the rapture, waiting to go to heaven. There was something which had gripped Paul’s spirit, soul, and body; something had apprehended him to the place it consumed all his interest, talents and abilities. What could so grip a man that he would go through beatings, shipwrecks, prison, being stoned, being persecuted and then make the statement, “Our light afflictions?” (2Cor.4:17) What would possess a man to say, “Everything else is garbage, dung, manure, in comparison?” (Phil.3:8) What kind of crazy man would say, “When things go wrong, I get happy?” (Ro.5:3) When everyone else is groaning about their problems, what kind of person would say, “Our problems are not worthy to be compared with the glory that will be revealed in us?” (Ro.8:18)


Listen to his words, “For the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus.” Does that cut deep into your spirit? Does it penetrate into your being? “The excellency of the knowledge.”  Does such a statement bring conviction of our own shallow concepts of the kingdom of God? We hear very readily from preachers who boast how they have given up this and that for “the ministry.” We hear about paying the price to attain certain “things.” Ministry, gifts, to get to heaven, to escape hell, to get more stars in our crowns, to get more rewards; all of these things have been given as reasons to press on, to do better. All of these speak of our desire to get and to be seen and none will produce the frame of mind Paul had. Paul was after one thing and that was, “to win Christ.” (Phil.3:8)


Friend, is your desire for a relationship with Christ? Have you seen the “excellency” of knowing Him? Certainly all would confess, “Yes, we want a deeper relationship with Jesus.” Oh, but as we listen and watch we find we are a lot like Peter. We have the words and terminology but not the reality to stand in such a confession. It is easy to confess and declare we will die for Jesus until we are faced with death.


Paul had a revelation that knocked him to the ground. (Acts 9:1-4) John had a revelation, which caused him to fall as dead. (Rev.1:17) The revelation of Jesus came into Paul’s life and disrupted his plans, his life. Too much is the preaching today, “Let Jesus into our heart and let Him fit you into society, let Him bless your plans for your life.” Some have come up with the idea if we will just sprinkle a little bit of Jesus into our lives and situations, it will improve and make our carnal ideas and plans better. Don’t allow Jesus to transform you; get just enough to bless what you want. The kingdom of God is not something we add to our lives; Jesus is not something we add to our lives; He is our life. (Col.3:4)


Certainly Jesus will change the way we go through our everyday life but the change is not in the circumstances, it is in us. The kingdom of God is righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. (Ro.14:17) As Jesus becomes Lord in our lives we will walk in righteousness, peace and joy no matter where we are. We will walk in righteousness, peace and joy at work, at home, in church, at play. We will walk in righteousness, peace and joy when everything is going smooth or when everything is going bad; it makes no difference because we are not controlled by what we are surrounded by but by His life within.


“And when all things shall be subdued unto Him, then shall the Son also be subject unto Him that put all things under Him that God may be all in all.” (1Cor.15:28)


“That is be everything to everyone, supreme, the indwelling and controlling factor of life.” (Amp.)


Subdued, such vast arrays of ideas come to mind. The different implications and meanings this could suggest. We would not try to convey every idea; but can we at least see there is a subduing of all things unto Him?


The Greek word for subdued in this verse is hupotasso. According to the Strong’s Concordance it means, “to subordinate, to obey.” Thus our verse could read, “And when all things shall be in obedience to Him, obey Him.” Does this not sound like a time when, “Every knee shall bow and every tongue confess?” (Phil.2:11)


Hupotasso is made up of two words. The first is hupo, meaning, “under” and the second is tasso, meaning, “to arrange in an orderly manner.”


Is it not apparent that this subduing is a time of bringing everything into its proper order? We see this very thing in the holy city.


“And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared (heloimezo - adjusted) as a bride adorned (kosmeo - to put in proper order) for her husband.” (Rev.21:2)


It is not our intent, at this point to study the holy city, the bride, other than to say it should be apparent that these terms speak of a people. These people have been in the presence of God and while in His presence they were adjusted, prepared, and adorned, put in proper order.


Oh, the volumes that could be written from this verse as the Spirit unfolds the depths of its meaning. How the carnally minded have distorted, twisted and finally lost any similitude to its true meaning. A city floating somewhere in outer space, waiting for the right moment to come to earth or hover above the earth. A planet called heaven. Has the so-called church become so carnally minded it cannot see beyond such foolishness? Has the harlot system so gripped people’s hearts and minds they would rather have their streets of gold on a planet call heaven?


Oh, my friend, thank God there are a people who are now awakening and have been awakened to the reality of God’s presence. As they walk in the light of His presence and glory there comes some adjustments in their lives. Things get subdued and put in proper order until everything in their lives declares the glory of God. It is from this position these people begin to minister to creation (Rev.21:3-4) and bring liberation. It is of this people it will be said, “Come and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways.” (Isa.2:3) These are they which have come out of great tribulation and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. (Rev.7:14-17) In the midst of all their problems and trials they have found the life of the Lamb; they have been in fellowship with the Spirit and walked in the light of the Spirit and the life of the Lamb has cleansed them from all sin. (1Jn.1:7) These are they who have been through the processing of the Lord. These are they to whom and in who God is all in all.


“That in the dispensation of the fullness of times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on the earth; even in Him.” (Eph.1:10)
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