THE PROCESSING OF THE LORD

CHAPTER 18

THREE DAYS


We have seen firstfruits is the transition from the outer court to the holy place, Pentecost. We can view the tabernacle and the feast as three days. The outer court and the feast of Passover as the first day. The holy place and the feast of Pentecost as the second day. The most holy place and the feast of Tabernacles as the third day. We can also link all of this with our relationship to Jesus as Savior, “For He shall save His people from their sin.” (Mt.1:21) This is the first day. Then we come to know Him as Christ, the Anointed One. “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and power … for God was with Him.” (Acts 10:38) This is the second day. Ah, now there are a people who are coming to know Him as Lord. “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow…and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.” (Phil.2:10-11) This is the third day. This is the most holy place. This is the kingdom of God.


The history of humanity has only had two days. The first day, the outer court, was one of law and legalism. The penalty of death overshadowed every do and don’t. If you failed to do or don’t, death. If you picked up a stick on the Sabbath, death. If you failed to properly observe on the feast, death. Hence we find the furniture of the outer court was wood (humanity) overlaid with brass (judgment).


This first day was only a figure, a shadow of what was to come (Heb.9:9, 10:1), but not the reality. It was a time of carnal ordinances imposed upon the people. (Heb.9:10) This first day was one of external and “could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience.” (Heb.9:9) No inner work here; all external. No sprinkling of the heart under this administration, just body washing. Shake the tree a little harder and get all that bad fruit off. No axe ministry here.


We would insert this thought lest we get confused as to which way we are going. Our progression into God is seen by our passing through the outer court into the holy place into the most holy place. God’s progression in us is seen by His filling the most holy place (spirit) with Himself and coming into the holy place (soul) and finally into the outer court (body). We are pressing in and God is outwardly expressing Himself. We have been dealing mainly with our pressing in. God always starts on the inside and works out. Man will attempt to start on the outside and work in. When it comes to the sprinkling of our hearts with the blood, we view this as we come to the brazen altar, the outer court. Yet, from God’s view our spirit (most holy place) is quickened, made alive, joined to His Spirit and He begins His outward journey in us.


We must remember while we can find tremendous truths in types and shadows, they will all eventually fail as a perfect expression of the Christ. They are not “the very image (Heb.10:1) and they are only good if they cause us to come to Christ.


The dawning of the second day finds Jesus bringing in grace and truth. (Jn.1:17) As we ponder this grace and truth we remember truth is reality, unconcealed and manifest. This second day brings us into a manifest reality. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life.” (Jn.14:6) Jesus is the way into the reality of the life of the Father. You can’t get to the reality of the life of God without Jesus.


The second day dawns bringing reality, but the scripture say grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. We would not be dogmatic about the order of the wording yet we believe it must be grace and then truth, reality. Let us consider a familiar scripture.


“Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” (Heb.4:16)

“Let us fearlessly and confidently and boldly draw near to the throne of grace - the throne of God’s unmerited favor to us sinners, that we may receive mercy for our failures and find grace to help in good time for every need - appropriate help and well timed help coming just when we need it.” (Amp.)


“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works lest anyone should boast.” (Eph.2:8-9)

Grace, God’s divine, unmerited favor. God’s divine enablement in our lives when we don’t deserve it. God’s ability doing in us what we could never do in our own lives. Under the law man was and is brought to a position of realizing he can never by all his abilities and talents satisfy the heart of God nor make himself into what God has purposed for him. The law simply shows us the exceeding sinfulness of sin. (Ro.7:13) The law comes and stirs up sin in us and exposes what is really in us. (Ro.7:7-9)


The law leaves us in the realm of death and condemnation. We lay crumbled in the dust of the outer court overlaid with judgment unable to go any further. Legalism, dead letter of the Word only produces condemnation and death. As we lay in the dust of the outer court under condemnation barely able to raise our heads we see a figure in the sun light coming through the gate. There is a sensing there is something different about to happen. This One coming through the gate is different from those that have gone before. Is it the sun shining brighter or is there a radiance coming from this One? There is a brightness, which seems to pierce all the shadows of our lives. “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (Jn.1:29) Behold! The One who brings grace and reality. No longer just law, legalism and dead letter, but grace. God’s divine enablement. God’s ability to perform, to do, to bring forth reality, truth.


We find our blade bringing forth an ear and then the full corn in the ear. (Mk.4:28) Our blade finds buds, which will bring forth fruit in season appearing in its life. The Spirit is beginning to produce its fruit in our lives. We stand in awe as we enter the realm of the holy place. It wasn’t like this in the outer court. In the outer court we received watering from the outside. We had to go to Jacob’s well and draw out water. We had to wait for showers of blessings. If the showers didn’t come, if we couldn’t get to Jacob’s well we began to dry up. Oh, but in the holy place we now have the well in us. We now don’t have to depend on what is on the outside; we have a well on the inside. Jacob’s well can run dry. The rain can cease. Ah, but we have a well within.


We come into the holy place and we still find the law. Now the law is not imposed on us from the outside. Now it is being put in our minds. Now there is an illumination from within of the Word, the candlestick. This is the place of the renewing of our minds.


The candlestick also speaks of a corporate expression. Where two or three gather in His name, He says He is in their midst. (Mt.18:20, Rev.1:13) We know He is with us as individuals. Ah, but when we gather in His name, there is a greater illumination of Him. Not gathering to a building under some denominational or doctrinal tag, but unto Him.


We find a new dimension of fellowship. The table of show bread. We find a new dimension of praise, the altar of incense. Yet we can’t stop here we must press on through the next veil and into the most holy place, into His presence, coming to the full corn in the ear. Yet it is in this holy place we find ourselves being conformed to the image of the Son. It is here we are transformed, changed into the very image of the firstborn Son so that we can move on.


“Then Abram … departed to go to the land of Canaan. So they came to the land of Canaan.” (Gen.12:5)


Canaan, the name can speak volumes to us. Many are the songs written about Canaan land and yet Canaan is misrepresented as that celestial park in the sky some would call heaven. If we would but read the scriptures we would soon find Canaan is not this pie in the sky heaven we find the Babylonian teachers talking about. There is warfare in Canaan. There are giants in Canaan. The battles of Canaan will make the wilderness look like a piece of cake. Canaan will make the trip there look like nothing. Some would immediately shrink back and say, “Why?” Ah friend, it is in this holy place we hear a word to overcome and with it the greatest realities of the kingdom of God. You won’t hear this word in the outer court. All you hear in the outer court is mortify the deeds of the body, wash in the Word. This is good and we would not minimize it in any way. Yet in overcoming we find eternal realities being worked into our being. God is now digging deeper into our lives. He is now dealing with more than our hands (works) and feet (walk). This He does in the outer court. He is now digging into our motives. He is separating, distinguishing between soul and spirit. (Heb.4:12)


“I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet … Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man.” (Rev.1:10-13)

Out of the midst of this illuminated Word is the voice of the glorified Firstborn Son of God. What is he saying? “To him who overcomes.” When John saw Him he fell down as dead and yet we hear the Lord say,


“Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. I am He who lives and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore.” (Rev.1:17-18)

Don’t be afraid John. I was alive and I died and yet I am alive for evermore. Eternal realities. We hear the Word in the holy place and yet the promise carries us into the most holy place. Eternal realities.


Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever.” (1Pt.1:22-23)

Purified souls. The cleansing of the soul by obeying the truth, overcoming. Overcoming brings a cleansing in our soul, which brings a birthing in our soul of an incorruptible seed. Eternal realities. In the outer court we mortify the deeds of the body through the Spirit. In the holy place we obey the truth through the Spirit. One brings a flow of life and the other a birthing of an incorruptible seed.


“Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God.” (1Jn.3:9)

Eternal realities. Mortifying through the Spirit brings us into the holy place. Obeying through the Spirit brings us into the most holy place.


Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (Jn.8:31-32)

Those who continue in His word are truly disciplined ones, disciples. It is the disciplined ones who shall know the truth. It is those who have continued in His word who will know the truth. When they come into that intimate relationship with the truth they find liberty, freedom. They continue in the word, outer court. They know the truth, holy place. They are made free, most holy place. Eternal realities.

The word Canaan, according to J.B. Jackson, means, a trafficker. A trafficker is one who is involved in the commercial exchange of goods. They are in the business of moving people, cargo, or information. It can be legal or illegal. The idea which comes to mind is that picture we have all seen of the Stock Exchange on Wall St. The frantic trading. The commotion of trying to beat the clock and competitors. It wears one out just to watch.


This Canaan; not what you expected? This is that soulish realm of man. Full of activity, full of plans and ideas. Full of good intentions. There is a lot of commotion in this soulish realm. Always planning. Always thinking ahead; trying to stay one step in front of life’s activities. Afraid to slow down someone might get ahead of us. We might miss the deal of a life time. We might miss that golden opportunity. There is no end to the vicious cycle. Much like the energizer bunny, it keeps going and going and going.


Some have felt that “getting saved” was the answer. Now we are born again and that solves everything. Yet, to their demise, they find the soulish realm still full of activity and commotion. Still full of plans and ideas and concepts. It still keeps going and going and going.


Now there may have been a change from secular activities to religious activities, but the soul is still full of this own plans and ideas. We see this on every hand. We find buildings filled with people every Sunday morning who attest to this very fact. Some times the plans and activities are not even changed. They jus tack God’s name to it and now it’s alright. People who would build their own kingdom now cover their soulish ambition with a religious cover and use God’s name to justify it. How many churches have been built by ambitious people who instead of worldly ways now use religious ways to build their own kingdom? How many ministries have been formed by ambitious people who have used ministry to build their own kingdom? Such people have only become religious. Their soul has never been dealt with. Their flesh may have been disciplined, but their soul still runs rampant.


Many now fill their lives with the activities and programs of their local church. They get involved with Sunday school. They become a Deacon or maybe and Elder. They come up with more good ideas on how to fill the building they attend with good quality people who will be able to support all their activities and programs and even come up with more good ideas, more good programs. The list could keep going and going and going. Some of these activities would be valid and God ordained, but remember we have entered into that place where God is dealing with motives. The difference between what is true and what is false in motives. It may look a lot like what is true, but if the motive is not lined with the Spirit of the living God it becomes false. Unfortunately most of what we see, which bares the name church doesn’t even look like the true. It has simply become a copy of someone else’s good religious idea. Even those with a supposed deeper understanding have fallen into making a copy of ancient good ideas, which the soul of some man came up with.


We would not just be negative, but it is time the true church began to realize most of what they are involved with comes from the soul of man and must go through the processing of God’s Spirit to be liberated into the life God has for us. It is in the holy place we come to know the truth and it is this knowing the truth which makes us free.


The word know is ginosko and carries the idea of an experimental, intimate knowing. It does not mean filling our heads with a lot of knowledge. It speaks of a personal relationship with this One who is truth. It speaks of an intimate relationship with this One who is the truth. It speaks of such a relationship, of such intimacy as to conceive and bring to fruition God’s life, zoe in us. It speaks of being liberated from self and brought into the life of God. Free from our minds; now letting His mind operate in us. Free from our will and now His will flowing in us. Free from our emotions and desires and now His have become ours. What we were is swallowed up in who He is. We know the truth and there are birthed in us eternal realities. The soul is swallowed up by and made one with the Spirit of God.


Many step into the holy place with such excitement and enthusiasm only to be soon discouraged and defeated. We believe this to be the reason we find so many who have the firstfruits of the Spirit back in the outer court operating out of the carnal mind. We should certainly enter with an excitement and enthusiasm yet with the realization that the order of things changes in this holy place. We may not have all the answers at once, but if we will wait on God and not revert back to the ways of man the answers will come.


We have come to a realm where the ways of man will no longer work. God will no longer allow what use to work to operate. We can no longer just build another cart like the Philistines. Maybe at one time God allowed us to get by with such, but not in the holy place. A new cart patterned after the Philistine cart will only produce death. Just like David many will get mad at God and leave the ark for a season. God won’t do things their way. God will no longer bless their programs and ideas so they get mad at God. They walk away from His presence. Ah, but they will be back. 


We quote from Faith Williams. “The Lord has been showing me that He taketh away the first, that He may establish the second. He starts removing Himself in a form in which we knew Him. You feel you lose your identity when you lose all your gifts and ministry. Therefore there is a groaning that God is bringing. It’s like you feel yourself catapulted into something in God. God Himself has come to bring forth this work. God’s people are freaking out because when they try to move in the old ways it’s like plastic. They simply can’t try to make a show in those things.” End quote.


Many come into the holy place with no real vision of God’s purpose. They don’t understand this to be the place where transformation is going to take place. They see the table of showbread and find fellowship, which was not known in the outer court. Yet this fellowship can become the center of our attention and before long it ceases to be fellowship and begins to be the exchange of intellectual ideas.


They see the candlestick and begin to understand church and its many parts. They begin to see the flowing together of these parts and the ministering of the body to itself. Yet if not careful the parts begin to be exalted and lifted up as the center of attention. The part can be exalted because it exalts itself or others lift it up beyond its intended importance. At such a time we find the holy place full of individual parts exalting their part and the corporate expression has been changed to a part expression.


They see the altar of incense, the praise and worship, the prayers of the saints. They have found a corporate praise and worship beyond anything their minds could image. No longer just thanksgiving for all the wonderful things God has done. Now there is a recognition of who He is and praise rises from deep within. There is an entering into a relationship with who He reveals Himself to be and worship flows from us to Him Oh, but how subtle there creeps in an entertainment spirit. No longer the body entering into praise and worship with the praisers, but now a sitting and watching, being entertained. No longer a ministry of song, just entertainment. No longer are there true praisers and worshippers, but a “minister of music.” They have been to the seminary and now have a master’s degree in music, yet no flow of the Spirit.


“Abram passed through the land to the place of Shechem, as far as the terebinth tree of Moreh. And the Canaanites were then in the land.” (Gen.12:6)


When Abram first came into the land, the holy place, the traffickers were still there. When we first come into this realm we have so much trafficking going on we wonder if there will ever be an end to it all.


Shechem means, shoulder as a place of burden. The shoulders speak of the place of government. (Isa.9:6) The first place we find Abram entering into is Shechem, God’s government. This holy place is a coming under God’s government, the kingdom of God. One of the glories of coming under the government of God is the burden is lifted from us and put on God. This doesn’t mean we don’t mortify the flesh or we aren’t obedient, but there is a lifting of the burden from off us and placing it on God. We no longer try to run our own lives. We no longer have to make ourselves what God wants. We yield to the Spirit and He will lead and guide us into the depths of God’s divine nature. He will perfect that which concerns us. (Ps.138:8)


“Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.” (Phil.1:6)


“Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding great joy.” (Jude 24)

We come under God’s government. We become His responsibility, we are His workmanship. He is doing the conforming in our lives. Those who aren’t willing to submit to the government of God will find themselves drifting back into the outer court. When God’s government begins to operate in our lives we find our ways no longer produce the results we desire. God has a way of making sure we can’t work our programs and get results.
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