THE PROCESSING OF THE LORD

CHAPTER 19

THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD


“Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem.” (Gen.12:6 NIV)


Sichem means, shoulder as a place of burden. The shoulders speak of the place of government. (Isa.9:6) The first place we find Abram entering into is Sichem, God’s government, the kingdom of God. One of the glories of coming under the government of God is the burden is lifted from us and put on God. This doesn’t mean we don’t mortify the flesh or we aren’t obedient, but there is a lifting of the burden from off of us and placing it on God. We no longer try to run our own lives. We no longer have to make ourselves what God wants. We yield to the Spirit and He will lead and guide us into the depths of God’s divine nature. He will perfect that which concerns us. (Ps.138:8)


Abram came into the realm of God’s government and he came to the site of “the great tree of Moreh.” Moreh means, teacher, former rain. Thank God when we come under the government of God we have a teacher, a great teacher.


“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” (Jn.4:26)

“However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.” (Jn16:13-14)

This holy place is the realm where the Spirit takes the things of God and reveals them to us. He leads us in the ways of the Lord. There may be stronger dealings later in our walk, but at this point the Spirit is opening our eyes to the kingdom. We begin to taste of that which is yet to come.


“Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your descendants I will give this land.” And there he built an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him.” (Gen.12:7)

Oh, the wonder! The Lord had appeared and drawn Abram out of Ur of the Chaldees and into this place. Now the Lord appears to Abram again. This time with such a word; such a message. The Spirit has been showing Abram the wonders of the kingdom of God when the Lord appears to say, “I’m going to give this to you and you seed.” (Gen.13:15) All the Spirit has been showing and teaching is ours. This is the reality of what I want for you. All the Spirit has been speaking of the Son, the Father says, “This is what you will be. This is what you are to walk in.” God begins to birth a vision into our hearts of being conformed to His likeness. What we see of the Father in the Son we are to become. Have not many lost sight of the original vision God gave? The gifts, the ministries, the fellowship, the church and the praise are for one purpose; to produce His image in a people.


We would quote from T. Austin Sparks. “The bible is bounded by a place for God. God is present, in satisfaction, in rest. Between Genesis and Revelation, what have you? Almost immediately the great forces of evil disputed God’s right to have a place here; and so you have all through the ages these two things: firstly, God ever and always seeking a place where He can be satisfied and at rest, a place where He can “presence” Himself without any controversy; and, secondly, there is a great cosmic conflict that is raging through the ages. The bible is just full, packed full of this dispute of God’s right to have a place here, of this challenge to God’s rights here as the place of the inheritance of His Son, a place where it speaks of His glories. The battles rages right through history: it rages today, and the battle comes to get God out, to force Him out, and to cause everything that is of God to quit this earth. The enemy forces persist in this because they desire to live here, to possess it and have this place. This conflict of the ages is over the presence of God in His creation.”


“Now, dear friends, this is the call; and this is the purpose of the call and fellowship of God’s Son that there be a place here for the presence of God. Oh, you have got to get rid of a lot of ideas concerning this. We hear so much about forming churches. The apostles never set out to form churches: they came into being, but they went out of being. God only looked upon those things, whether it is in Ephesus, or Laodicea, or Philadelphia, or Thyatira, or Smyrna, or Jerusalem, or anywhere else in this world, He only looked upon them as perhaps providing some ground for His presence and being supremely characterized by this one thing - a place where the Lord is. There the Lord is, there the Lord can be found, and there the Lord can be met. There you will meet the Lord and find the Lord. It is a place for Him: He is there.”


“Now, these believers, what are they? What am I? What are you, as believers? Well, call yourself by any name that you like, but there is only one thing that justifies your being in fellowship with God’s Son, only one thing and that is, is the Lord there? There is only one thing that justifies the existing of what I have called churches or anything at all like that, movements and groups of Christian title, of the Christian name and that justification is, is the Lord there? If not, then, like Shiloh of old, it is an empty shell: the Lord is gone. It, the thing, may go on, but the Lord has forsaken it. Look now at the seven churches in Asia. Where are they: was God jealous for the thing? Never, He was never jealous for the thing, whether you call it a church or anything else. He was not jealous for that, but He was jealous for His Son.”


“God’s eye from eternity to eternity has had one object in view throughout. His eye has been focused upon one thing only, not on other things. He has used these other things in a related way; but when they ceased to fulfill that purpose, He has left them. He has forsaken them. Time may have destroyed them, they may have ceased to exist, and some may have continued; but God is out of them if His Son is not in them. God’s focus from eternity to eternity is His Son. He is jealous for Him and He is always saying, “How much of My Son is in the doing?”


“There are many gatherings, meeting places, filling the earth with what are called churches. Oh, the Lord deliver us! I want to know when I go into this place and that place, do I meet the Lord here and does the Lord meet me here? Do I go away or come away and say, “The Lord was in that place: I met the Lord.” I met the Lord, not other things, not people, not men, not the assertiveness of autocratic leaders, and so on and so on, no. I met the Lord.”


“The question is what are we here for: why are we Christians? To “presence” the Lord, we are here to “presence” the Lord.” End quote.


“And there he built an altar.” (Gen.12:7)

This vision should grip us with such intensity we build we build an altar; we make the sacrifice to the Lord who appeared to us.


“But I tell you truly, there are some standing here who shall not taste death till they see the kingdom of God.” (Lk.9:27)

It will only be when we come under the government of God and are taught of the Spirit that we will lay aside self and its ways to receive God and His ways. There must be a revelation of the kingdom of God birthed in us or we will not “taste of death” to this soul realm. Dying to self is such a negative teaching to most. “All you preach is death, death, death. We want to hear life,” is the cry of those who have yet to see the kingdom of God. They have yet to grasp we are being conformed into the image of the Son. The conforming process includes dying to self, purifying our souls. It is only when we have laid aside our desires, our will and our emotions that we find His life flowing through us birthing and producing His image in us.


“Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ. Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” (Phil.3:8, 12-14)
ARRESTED


Paul was apprehended, arrested, on the road to Damascus. (Acts 9:1-6) He was locked up and made a prisoner of the Lord. (Eph.3:1) Ah, but while he was a prisoner he became a servant (Ro.1:1), a bond slave, a willing slave, a love slave. There is something about this Christ Jesus that when He apprehends us we find ourselves becoming love slaves. How is it we fall in love with the One who has apprehended us? There is an excellency about this One that so outshines everything we have ever seen or known we willingly give ourselves to Him. There is such an excellency about this One all else becomes nothing, dung.


Oh, how many have been apprehended by Christ Jesus? They have been apprehended by all Jesus can do for them. What He can give them. How He can bless them. How many have been arrested by Christ Jesus, the ascended and glorified One? The one who has conquered death and hell? The One who now sits at the right hand of the Father? The One who has all power in heaven and earth? The One who will subdue and bring all creation back to its original state and into the full purpose of God? Where are those who long to know Him? Those who have seen the excellency of knowing Him? Those to who all else is dung that they might win Christ? WHERE ARE YOU?

This is the hour to stand and declare His excellency. This is the hour to come out of the Babylon’s systems of men, with their programs and soulish ideas, their religious toys, all of which keep men trapped under their bondage. These who have not been arrested by Christ Jesus who insist on holding on to the ways of Babylon. Those who only now and again get side tracked with Christ Jesus and find it an interference with their plans of greatness. It is the hour to come out. We may not have all the answers, but that is only because we have never been this way before. We may not know what we are coming into, but as we walk in His presence He will lead us. Fear not, let go, come out and follow on to know the Lord. One thing is for sure, the answer will not be found in the Babylon’s systems in which we have sat and tried to minister His life. “Come out of her, My people, that you be not partakers of her sins and that you receive not of her plagues.” (Rev.18:4)


Oh yes, there have been many which have made this cry over the years and they left the systems of their day only to formulate another system not much different than what they came out of only now they are in charge. They created a new cart that didn’t work any better than the old. We would take off our shoes and walk softly before the Lord. He will lead and He will guide.


Those who would linger at the brazen altar and the brazen laver will beckon us to come back out and fellowship. After all what is so wrong with the system? It is reaching people for Jesus. Look at what a great effect it is having. Look at all those who are “being saved.” Look at those being “filled with the Holy Spirit.” We rejoice in God for those who have had an initial salvation experience and those who have experienced the firstfruits of the Spirit and we would minister in those areas as the Lord gives opportunity. Yet we cannot rejoice at the systems which would smother the new life out of these tender plants with their bondage.


Even those in the holy place would try and hinder those who would press on. “Stay here with us. This is the plan of God, the order of God.” Shiloh was at one time the order of God, but it soon came under the control of man, dominated by man. Man got his hands on it and used it for his own benefit and God in turn rejected it. (Ps.78:60) God chose a new order, the tribe of Judah. God chose a new place, Zion. (Ps.78:68) The only thing left from Shiloh was the ark, the presence of the Lord. God had removed His presence from Shiloh and yet they kept right on doing what they had always done. God moved to Zion. No pomp, no ceremony, just His presence and those who stood before Him to worship and praise Him. A place that will not satisfy those who have to have their religious things. It will not satisfy those who make their living misusing God’s people for their own benefit. Oh no, only those who long for Him, those arrested by His excellency will come to Zion.


We would leave none behind, but we cannot linger under the bondage of the systems of men. There will never be a change in those who are under such bondage if we linger with them in their bondage nor will there be any deliverance if we return to their bondage. “The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” (Rev.22:17) The Spirit and the Bride did not go back into what they came out of, rather there is a cry, “Come.”


“Many people shall come and say, “Come and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” (Isa.2:3)

“Let us go up.” Someone hears the call, “Come.” They respond, “Let us go up.” Our desire is to reach people wherever they may be and bring them into a more intimate relationship with our heavenly Father. Yet we cannot and will not be brought into bondage to the system of men and their carnal reasoning. COME OUT OF HER MY PEOPLE.

In the last days there will be a people who are walking in the ways of the Lord. They are the mountain of the Lord’s house. And there are a people who see this mountain and their cry is, “Let us go up.” Man will use every psychological scheme to get these people to come off the mountain, as it were and blend in with the valley dwellers and try to influence them to not go up. Friend, such is only an attempt to trap the mountain people in the valley. Such is an attempt to use the mountain people for the benefit of the valley systems. It will never bring anyone out of the valley, out of Shiloh, out of Babylon. COME OUT OF HER MY PEOPLE.

“And there he built and altar to the Lord.” (Gen.12:7)


“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” (Ro.12:1-2)

If you are an apprehended one, one who has been arrested by the Lord, then you need to build an altar. Don’t be conformed to the ways of the world. Make the sacrifice. This will cost you something. You will be misunderstood. You will be cut off. You will become a partaker, a participator in the sins of Babylon if you don’t come out. You will fall back into her ways and means.  It will hinder your progress into His presence. Die out to this soulish realm as God deals with you and calls you out.


We quote from the writings of Ray Prinzing. “He has made everything beautiful in its time; He also hath planted eternity in men’s heart and mind (a divinely implanted sense of a purpose working through the ages which nothing under the sun, but only God, can satisfy, yet so that man cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end.” (Eccl.3:11 Amp.)


“Ah, that sense of a destiny that nothing under the sun, but only God can satisfy. Having come from Him, once shouting for joy at the purpose to be wrought out, in our spirit there lied buried a sense, a knowing that we do belong to another realm, and nothing of this earth realm can satisfy. Men may try to fill their lives with the pursuit of fame and fortune, or just settle for the proverbial “wine, women and song,” but none of it satisfies for God has linked us to a higher realm. And when finally He awakens us to heavenly things, immediately there is a response, “This is it; this is what I have been searching for.” Or again, to borrow the words of a hymn, “All that I want is in Jesus, He satisfies, joy He supplies, life would be worthless without Him; all that I want is in Christ.” End quote.


The soulish realm with all of its trafficking will never satisfy the cry from our spirits. No matter how good the ideas my look or how much they may produce they will never satisfy the cry for God Himself. We are moving toward the Father. We are being drawn back to the Father from whence we came and anything short of the Father will not satisfy.

BEND THE KNEE


The word Canaan comes from kenaan and means, to humiliate. Kenaan comes from the root word kana, which means, to bend the knee. We find it translated humble in 2Chron.7:14. “If My people who are called by My name will humble (kana) themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” “If My people will bend their knee.” When we come into the holy place, under God’s government and under His leadership we find there must be a bending of our knees in humility before Him. All pride must go. There will be no progression into the greater realities of the kingdom of God till pride is broken.


We find a wonderful picture of all of this in Ezekiel.


“And when the man went out to the east with the line in his hand, he measured one thousand cubits, and brought me through the waters; the water came up to my ankles.” (Ezk.47:3)

Ezekiel has a vision of the temple and the waters that flow out of the temple. He sees these waters at different points and how they increase in their depth. They start by only covering the ankles yet they become waters to swim in. (Ezk.47:5) These same waters find themselves flowing out and bringing life to whatever they touch. (v.9) This becomes such a beautiful picture of God’s progressive working in us. His life flowing out of our spirit and into our souls and then out to creation.


We understand water speaks of the Spirit. “Out of his heart will flow rivers of lining water. But this He spoke concerning the Spirit.” (Jn.7:38-39) So these waters Ezekiel was seeing speak of different depths of the Spirit we move into.


A thousand can speak to us of the rulership of God. “And they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.” (Rev.20:4) This thousand years, the millennium as it is called, is a time of ruling by Christ and the sons of God over the nations to fulfill a specific purpose at that point.


When we combine these thoughts we see that the man with a line in his hand measured a thousand cubits at a time and understand he is showing Ezekiel a certain aspect of the ruling and reigning of God in our lives. Each time he measured there was a deeper working of the Spirit of God in our lives. There is a flow of the Spirit of God from within us, which affects different depths of reality in us.


It first starts with covering our ankles, our walk; the outer court. Then it progresses to our knees. (Ezk.47:4) Our knee bends in submission to declare He is Lord. (Phil.2:10) We are entering the holy place, God’s government; His Lordship. In the outer court we become aware of all the brass, judgment and we change our walk. (2Pt.3:11) The Spirit opens our eyes to the judgment, which shall totally change the order of things and we begin to change our walk. When we come into the holy place, we find water to the knees. We come into contact with His Lordship and we must bend the knee to Him. We may do all the right things in the outer court, but now the Spirit begins to bring submission in the soul realm. Our action may be right while on the inside we grit our teeth.


While we must close for now, suffice it to say this submission is not a forced obedience, but a willing bending of the knee. Coming into contact with the government of God has the ability to bring a willing bending of the knee.


“Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.” (1Pt.5:6-7)
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