THE PROCESSING OF THE LORD

CHAPTER 2

SUBDUED


“For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. Now when all things are made subject to Him, then the Son Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things under Him, that God may be all in all.” (1Cor.15:25, 28)

These passages of scripture are so full of meaning; most have missed the depths of what the Spirit is saying. If we would allow the Spirit to open these scriptures to us, we would find, in a nut shell at least, the plan and purpose of God. We would begin to understand His working and dealing. The processing would begin to make sense. We would then say with Paul, “All things are working for our good.” (Ro.8:28)


Subdued, the word brings such a vast array of ideas to mind. The different implications and meanings this word suggests. We would not try to convey every idea but can we at least see there is a subduing of all things to Him?


The Greek word for “subdued” in this verse is hupotasso.” According to the Strong’s Concordance it means, to subordinate, to obey. Thus our verse could read, “And when all things shall be in obedience to Him, obey Him.” Does this not sound like a time when, “every knee shall bow and every tongue confess?” (Phil.2:11)


Hupotasso is made up of two words. The first, hupo, meaning, under and the second, tasso, meaning, to arrange in an orderly manner. Is it not apparent that this subduing is a time of bringing everything into its proper order? Is there any question by anyone that the present order is in chaos and confusion? Do you doubt, dear reader, darkness is covering the earth and gross darkness the people? Can you see the glorious hope in these verses? Such a promise, if you will, Jesus will bring everything back into its proper order, the rule of the kingdom of God.


“Who (Jesus) will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.” (Phil.3:21)


“But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your moral bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.” (Ro.8:11)


“But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.” (2Cor.3:18)


“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” (Eph.3:20)

It should be clear to all; the change which is taking place in our lives is not coming from some outside force but from the Spirit which dwells within. How is it then the religious and carnally minded insist on imposing rules and regulations on humanity in an attempt to bring them under control? How is it people have imposed rules and regulations on themselves, hoping to bring the flesh under control, hoping to bring change in their lives?


“Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations, “Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” which all concern things which perish with the using, according to the commandments and doctrines of men? These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self imposed religion, false humility, and the neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.” (Col.2:20-23)


These things may bring a reputation for wisdom with their rigorist piety, their deliberate self abasement, their ascetic treatment of the body, but they are of no value in the struggle against sensual indulgence.” (Col.2:23 Barclay)


Yes, a change is coming; even now there is a change in process. Such a change! It will even change our vile bodies to be like His glorious body. Ah, but friend, it will be from within. Those who have His life planted within cannot but help to be changed. The Spirit within us is working and who can stop it? Some would have us believe we can stop the Spirit of God; we can hinder God and keep God from having His way. Certainly we can fight against God but is there any doubt who will win?


“For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, and do not return there, but water the earth, and make it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.” (Isa.55:10-11)


“Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.” (Phil.1:6)


Lest we wander too far from our point of consideration, let us look at our verse again.


“Who will transform our lowly body that I may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.” (Phil.3:21)


The changes God is working in us He is doing by His Spirit in us. All of the processing, all the dealing, is coming from within, as God works to bring forth His image in us. No longer can we speak words that are improper and not feel something within grieved, quenched. No longer can we think or feel unholy thoughts and feelings but the Spirit begins to bring conviction. We can struggle against it, we can fight against it. We can try to do it ourselves but we are destined to fail. Oh, glorious day when on our way to Damascus, in the midst of doing our own thing, the revelation of Jesus Christ overwhelms us and throws us to the ground and we become subdued. Know for certain, dear reader, and make no mistake about it, the Lord Jesus Christ will subdue all things to Himself.


Yes, questions are raised and apparent contradictions arise and some won’t be answered in this article or the next. Answers may not be forth coming for years. The easy route is to continue to maintain Babylon’s theories and concepts; after all we have grown comfortable with them. We can explain things from that point of view even if we have to throw away the simple statements of scriptures. It is high time we laid aside our religious thinking, our carnal interpretations and allow the Spirit to open to us God’s purpose and plans.


“By which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.” (Phil.3:21)


We might be able to comprehend His workings in us; after all we have been born of His Spirit, but those who haven’t been born of His Spirit? We would ask but one question, “How is it you became born by His Spirit?” Were there such good qualities in you, God could not resist planting His seed in you? Was it not that the Spirit of the living God did His work of wooing and drawing? Was it not the Spirit moving on you as someone ministered the Word and brought conviction, which finally caused you to break down and repent?


No matter what your initial experience, it has to be admitted, there was a working of God’s Spirit, which brought about the birthing of His Spirit in your spirit. How is it we believe God could break through all the hard areas in our lives and finally bring us into submission to His will, Yet, when we look at others we are not sure God can do it? Is it not we have some egotistical idea of ourselves and our “fine qualities?” When Paul said, “Being confident of this very thing,” He was not talking about having confidence in God’s moving in his own life. He was confident in God’s ability to complete the work He had started in the Philippian Church. Friend, do we have confidence in God’s ability to do that which He has said He would do, or is our confidence in our own sensitivity to respond to the moving of the Spirit?


Many will become nervous when we talk about having confidence in God. We do not mean we can now live any life style we want knowing that in the end we will become what God wants anyway. We do mean God has the ability to overcome the greatest difficulties in anyone’s life and come forth victorious. We trust as God is working there comes a desire to be more open and yielding to the working of His Spirit.

HE MUST REIGN


“For it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.” (Phil.2:13)


“For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet.” (1Cor.15:25)


“He must reign.” What a statement. It is not an option or a possibility; it is a must. It is a necessity for Him to reign. He must reign because He alone is capable of bringing everything back to its proper order. None else could be found worthy or capable of reigning and bringing all of creation into the glorious liberty of the children of God.


“And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals. Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?” And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll, or to look at it. So I wept much, because no one was found worth to open and read the scroll, or look at it. But one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals. And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth.” (Rev.5:1-6)


No man was found able to open the scroll. Do we need to explain we are the scroll? (2Cor.3:1-3) Does someone need to tell us we have within us a great treasure? (2Cor.4:7) Is there any question that the fullness of that which we contain is yet to find expression? We are a fountain sealed, waiting to be released. (S.S. 4:12) Certainly we have all felt the life of God within and have longed for it to find its full expression. Yet, our eyes have only seen a scroll sealed. We have looked for that man, that ministry, that something which would be the magic formula to bring the release we long for. We only find ourselves in the same position as John, “No man was found.”


Friend, have we been like John and wept much? Has there been a groan within us, a cry, a longing for a release from all limitation? Maybe you have just settled for the way things are. There has never been a people like we describe, so the tendency is to settle for something less. Oh friend, don’t be duped into settling for anything less than a people who have the glory of God. As we groan, weep much, there will come a voice, a revelation, “weep not, behold the Lion of the tribe of Judah, who has prevailed.”


We have seen Jesus as Savior and Baptizer, Healer, Provider and many other things. We dare say very few have see Jesus as the Lion that has prevailed. Very few ever comprehended Jesus as a man who faced everything humanity has ever faced and defeated it. He was tempted and did not sin. (Heb.4:15)


There is a man who has overcome, who has ascended back to the Father and is now able to work in humanity and bring release in their lives. He is able to bring overcoming ability in the lives of men. He is able to subdue all things in the lives of men and women and bring them into His order of life. He will raise up a people who will also be able to set creation free. He will have a people who will reign with Him. (Rev.2:26-27) They will be used to help Him subdue all things. He must reign!


The church world has been afraid to reach this high; afraid they would rob Jesus of His glory. “Yes, Jesus was an overcomer, He was victorious, the devil couldn’t stand before Him, but He was the Son of God. He had all the powers of heaven with Him. How can we, sinners saved by grace, ever expect to attain to such heights? Jesus was the Son of God and we are the redheaded step children; we are only called sons because God will allow us to use such language.”

Such thinking has kept people from ever rising to their rightful place in God, to what God has purposed for them. Such thinking comes from and is promoted by people who want excuses for their sin and carnality. Man has always made excuses for his condition in life. “The woman you gave, that is my problem.” (Gen.3:12) “The devil made me do it.” (Gen.3:13) Excuses, excuses, excuses. “It is my wife, my job, the kids, my dog, the pastor, the congregation, the deacons, my neighbors; it has to be something other than me. I’m not responsible.” Once we have been born of His Spirit and have been baptized in the Spirit, we no longer have excuses. We sin because we want to. We are carnal because we want to be.


Friend, we are not trying to be unmerciful, but it is time for us to face the awesome truth. We are no longer in bondage to sin, when we are born of His Spirit. (Ro.6:11) We are no longer under the power of darkness. (Col.1:13) At one time we could not help ourselves because it was our nature to sin, we were sinners. Can we boldly proclaim, “We are no longer sinners by nature? Now if we are sinners, it is by choice. We are born of God; the seed of God is planted in us and will produce in us all He is. We now have the nature of our Father planted in us. Our nature and His nature are the same. It is no longer natural for us to be anything He is not. Can we allow that thought to sink deep within us? We should say, “Let that thought arise from deep within.”


Are we saying there are no struggles, no battles, no wrestling with evil? Certainly not! How can we be called overcomer’s if we never face something to overcome? Paul’s struggle in Romans seven is very real, but most forget to read the end of the chapter.


“O wretched man that I am! (we will read this part) Who will deliver me from this body of death? I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Ro.7:24-25)


“O thank God! He will! Through Jesus Christ, the Anointed One, our Lord!” (Amp.)


This is not some hocus-pocus working of God. It is an inner strengthening by His Spirit. (Eph.3:16) The inner man being renewed. (2Cor.4:16) Finding grace to help in the time of need. (Heb.4:16) We are not grabbing ourselves by the boot straps, but we learn to draw upon, allow, let His life within strengthen us and give us the ability to rise above and defeat every enemy. It is allowing Jesus to be Himself in us. He will bring everything in us into its proper order. He must reign!

ALL ENEMIES


Do we rob Jesus of glory by saying He is able to take corrupted humanity, corrupted to the vilest degree and change it into the glory of God? Does it rob Jesus of glory to say He can take the unrighteous, unholy, and unloving and make them righteous, holy, and loving? I think not! It is robbery to say Jesus can do almost nothing for us now. He can forgive and baptize us with the Holy Spirit, which will at best make us feel good on occasion or produce goose bumps now and then. He can heal our bodies and provide rent money, but He cannot change our nature. He cannot give us victory over sin. He cannot subdue every area in our lives. Friend, can you not see this attitude robs our Lord of His glory? Men in an attempt to exalt Jesus higher have degraded Him to the lowest degree.


The church promotes the idea the devil will win in the end. Jesus will end up with a few souls and those are in pretty bad shape. Still full of sin and corruption, but He will be glad to have them. He will dust them off a little and put them in His playground in the sky for eternity. They will still have all their carnality because Jesus can’t change them. Oh, He gave them new glorified bodies and now they can live forever with their carnality, playing their heavenly games. They will then sing, “Victory in Jesus or Amazing Grace,” for ten thousand years. Mean while the devil has taken the vast multitudes of humanity into hell to torment them forever. Yes, this is certainly a picture which glorifies Jesus. How dare anyone question such a glorious concept!


He must reign, He will reign until all things are subdued, in obedience, obey Him. Every knee will bow and every tongue confess Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father. (Phil.2:11)


“For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet.” (1Cor.15:25)


Every foe, every enemy, everything which opposes or exalts itself against God. Everything which would attempt to be God itself. (2Thess.2:4) ALL ENEMIES! Not some, not a few, but all enemies!


Yes Lord, subdue all that opposes you. Bring all things into obedience, into submission to you. Let all your creation come before you, heaven and earth, things under the earth and such as are in the sea, and proclaim Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of our Father. Let Your Spirit walk through the avenues of our soul and subdue all that is within us. Let every fiber of our being praise and exalt You. Bless the Lord, oh my soul and all that is within me bless His holy name!

Dear friend, know of a surety our Lord Jesus Christ has purposed to subdue everything in your life which does not proclaim His Lordship. He will bring everything within you into obedience to Himself. He will put you in proper order. He will not allow the tiniest area to be left undone. Our Lord is not like us; He doesn’t just get the worst of the problem fixed and leave the rest. Oh no, He will make sure there are no spots, no blemishes, no wrinkles or any such thing!


“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.” (2Cor.10:4-5)


Every thought into obedience! No matter what you may believe about these verses it has to be admitted the Lord intends to so work in us that every thought is brought into obedience to Him. Every thought! Let the words ring through the corridors of your being. Every thought! Let the words fill your mind, possess you. Every thought! Have we really given consideration to such a truth? Will we not have to admit we simply believed we would do the best we could and when we get to heaven then some how Jesus would make it alright? The religious world never has even had the faintest notion of being so purified there is nothing left but His divine nature in us. The most have no inkling of His divine nature being in them now. Christ in you is still the biggest mystery to the religionist. Stop smoking, don’t chew, don’t drink, and don’t chase those who do. Quit cursing. Men quit looking at the ladies. Ladies quit looking at the men. Suppress those thoughts, those feelings, is the best they can offer. “We all have them,” is their justification. Their only hope is to get to heaven and get away from all these evil influences. They invent programs to isolate themselves and others from the influences. Isolate the drunk. Isolate the drug addict. Isolate the whore monger. Isolate, isolate, isolate. Get away from the problem, and then victory will come. Too many are the testimonies of those who have gotten the “victory” away from the problem and when faced again with the problem they fall back into it. “I’m free from drugs,” until offered another joint, another pill, another fix. “I’m free from alcohol,” till I pass by a bar. “I’m free from sexual lust,” until I see another attractive woman or good looking man. Is it not clear such is anything but freedom? Is it not clear the problem is not out there? The problem is within. (Mt.15:19-20)

BEYOND TEMPTATION


Jesus is not looking to just give us the strength to resist every enticement that comes along. Oh no, He is looking to so change us that we no longer grit our teeth and say no to every ungodly lust; there will no longer be anything in us to respond to such enticements. We are putting on the divine nature of our Father. Our Father is unmoved by all the evil in the world. None of this world’s ways will cause our Father to change. Listen to these words by James.


“Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed.” (Jas.1:13-14)


“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.” (Jas.1:17)


We have held God to His promises, as it were, “Lord you said it, now You have to do it.” We have looked for those “good gifts,” Those “perfect gifts.” We have had our eyes on the gifts and have missed a tremendous truth buried in these verses. James is showing how man can be tempted with evil. Man can be enticed with evil because of his own lust. There is something in man that responds to evil enticements. Men can be changed from seemingly respectable, upright and moral people in an instant by the right enticement. This is the battle of Romans seven. Paul wanted to do right with his mind. Yet, a war raged in his members. (Ro.7:22-23) Do you know the feeling? Has the desire to please the Father arisen within your bosom so strong you didn’t think you could contain yourself only to find in the next instant something else within was at war bringing you into captivity? Oh friend, don’t give up hope. Our Father is unchangeable and it is His divine nature beating within our breast looking for expression in our lives. It is His Spirit, His life, His nature, in us, which is dealing, processing and changing us into all He is.


God cannot be tempted with evil. Is it possible? Could it really be? Can God so change us it will be impossible to be tempted?


“I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming and he has nothing in me.” (Jn.14:30)


“And he has no claim on Me, he has nothing in common with Me, there is nothing in Me that belongs to him, he has no power over Me.” (Amp.)

The man, Jesus, could make such a statement. We can believe that, but who will believe we will come to such a place? Jesus took on the nature of man. (Heb.2:14-18) He was made in the likeness of sinful flesh. (Ro.8:3) He was tempted in all points, yet without sin. (Heb.4:15) Every influence, every temptation, whatever situation man has faced, Jesus faced it and overcame it and defeated it as a man.


What would be the purpose of tempting someone if you know they could not be tempted? If it was impossible for Jesus to be tempted and sin the devil was a fool and the life of Jesus was a cruel joke on humanity. Imagine if you will God sends His Son to a lost and dying humanity. God says, “This is My Son, He will show you how to live. He will show you how people are suppose to really live. I made Him just like you and with no advantage you don’t have. Hear ye Him.” Yet, all the while this man, this example, secretly had some advantage over the rest of humanity. He had some special power or gift not available to the rest, would that not be the cruelest of mockeries? Would not our loving God be exposed for a cruel fiend? Thank God, such is not the case. Jesus, as a man, equipped with nothing more than we are equipped with by His Spirit, defeated every foe. Now His Spirit works in us to bring us forth in His victory. He is teaching us, guiding us, equipping us, strengthening us, empowering us, and changing us, till we come forth in His image. Ah yes, till there is nothing left in us which would respond to any enticement that may come our way. No longer will we be drawn away by our own lust for we will no longer have our own lust.


Many will be the cries, “Not so, not so, impossible. God doesn’t expect such from us.” Others will say, “I don’t see anyone walking in such a place, no one ever has. When I see it, I will believe it.” Our answer is, “Just wait, for you shall surely see it, but whether you will believe it even then is questionable.”

DESTROYED?


“For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.” (1Cor.15:25-26)


To put all things under His feet, to subdue all things unto Himself is, in the words of verse twenty-six, to destroy them. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. The words, “destroy, destroyed,” bring varied pictures to ones mind. The most common concept would probably be that of total annihilation. The statement, “The city was destroyed by the bomb,” brings a picture to mind in which, at best, would only be of smoking, smoldering ruins of buildings, which once stood proud and tall. Someone says, “Bankruptcy will destroy your credit.” We understand it simply means those who file for bankruptcy will no longer have or be able to get credit, borrow money or charge things at the stores. That person will no longer have credit. It will be gone, nonexistent. No matter what context we might use or the pictures that may come to mind, the basic concept is one of doing away with, getting rid of, something that once was and is no longer. When we read in the scriptures all enemies will be destroyed we carry over the same mental images.


The word, “destroyed,” comes from the Greek word, katargeo. The Strong’s concordance defines this word, “to be (render) entirely idle (useless).” Vines Expository Dictionary says of this word, “to reduce to inactivity.” These definitions can bring a totally different picture to mind than the word destroy.


Let us illustrate. Suppose we had a small child of five or six years of age. This child, a boy, was always into mischief. Running about our feet causing us to almost stumble and fall. Constantly into something, the kind of boy only a mother could love and even pushing that to the limit. The kind of child you dread to see coming to your house when his parents come to visit. The type of boy who will prove how much you have or haven’t overcome.


This child needs to be made to behave, to be brought under control. The parents of such a child need to bring him into subjection, to subdue him. Remember the word subdue, in a scriptural sense, means, to bring into obedience. We could also say, “The boy needs to be destroyed.” Yet, if we were to say it that way we would become, in the eyes of people, a fiendish monster of the worst sort.


If we had a child, like the one described, come to our house and we were to say to his parents, “You need to make your son obey you, or you need to get control of him,” no one would think we were being to harsh or cruel or some kind of monster. They would completely understand and most likely agree with us. Yet, if we were to say to such parents, “You need to destroy your son,” who would understand us to mean the same thing? None! Why? Because of our concept of the word destroy.


If we are to maintain the meaning of the Greek word katargeo and still translate it as destroy then we could use it as we have with no injustice at all. We only need to adjust our understanding of the word destroy. There should be no doubt the words, destroy, subdue, put under, subjection, while different words, are all pointing to the same goal and the process to that goal, God being all in all. The entire context of the verses we are dealing with are showing us how God will become all in all.


We make no claim as to being great scholars of the Greek language or even as having any depth of understanding of the language. We rely on such reference books as can be found in some bookstores. For this reason we walk softly when basing any ideas or beliefs on the definition of the Greek words. But let us look at how this word katargeo is used and translated in some other verses. This will by no means be an exhaustive study of the word katargeo.


“For what if some did not believe? Will their unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect (katargeo)?” (Ro.3:3)

Without effect. Paul was speaking of the Jewish people, their position as God’s chosen people, those chosen to bear the oracles or words of God. What if these people didn’t believe the Word committed to them would that cause God to be ineffective? Would that make God without effect? Would that destroy God? Certainly not! God’s word is true whether you or I believe it. God’s plan will be carried out whether anyone believes God or not. Ah, the glorious truth is, God will so work on us and we will believe.


There are those who believe we can tie God’s hands with our unbelief. Certainly there are areas in the kingdom of God where our faith toward and in God are necessary but our unbelief will not stop God in us or anyone else. Our unbelief didn’t stop God from reaching us in our initial experience of salvation and our unbelief will not stop Him from finishing the work He has begun. (Phil.1:6) Jesus is the author, the beginner, the initiator of our faith. (Heb.12:2) He is also the finisher, the completer of our faith.


Our point of study is the word katargeo and its true meaning. If we were to translate it the same as Ro.3:3 in 1Cor.15:26 it would read something like this, “The last enemy that shall be made without effect is death.” It should easily be seen by all, translating it this way changes the idea of what is being said.


“But now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished (katargeo) death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.” (2Tim.1:10)


Most can believe or accept one day death will be powerless; we will be free from its grip. Oh, but how few have even noticed what Paul is saying to Timothy. “Who has abolished death.” Death is not something that will some day be abolished, but it HAS BEEN ABOLISHED. Death is presently, today, in the now, abolished. Yet, can anyone deny death is still around and death is taking its toll on humanity? Did not Paul understand, when he wrote to Timothy, death was still snatching loved ones away from their families? Maybe Paul was one of those “blab and grab” preachers. Certainly Paul saw death working all around him but his vision wasn’t on those around him; his vision was on the One “who liveth and was dead, and behold He is alive forever more. Amen.” (Rev.1:18) His vision was on the One who has the keys of hell and death. His vision was on the One “who through death destroyed (katargeo) him who had the power of death. (Heb.2:14)


Oh, precious friend, death was working everywhere around Paul, but Paul found a place where death no longer worked. It was rendered powerless, inactive. That place is in the Christ. Death will not and cannot work in the Christ. Death is swallowed up of life in the Christ. Yes, we look forward and long for the day of immortality and incorruption. Yet, if you can receive it, the day has come.


“Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live.” (Jn.5:25)

There is a new creation. Jesus is the beginning of this new creation. (Rev.3:14) Jesus is the new creation man who has opened to all humanity this new creation realm wherein death is rendered powerless. In this new creation realm all enemies are rendered powerless, they no longer have any influence on those they come in contact with. In this new creation realm all things are brought into obedience to the Son.


“But their minds were blinded. For until this day the same veil remains unlifted in the reading of the Old Testament, because the veil is taken away (katargeo) in Christ. But even to this day, when Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart. Nevertheless when one turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. (2Cor.3:14-16)


Paul was explaining to the Corinthian Church how Moses had to put a veil over his face to hide the glory of God from the children of Israel. They could not bear to behold the glory of God as it was seen on the face of Moses because their heart was not right. Their carnality required God’s glory to be veiled. Paul said even at the time of his writing that letter the veil was still there. Yet, sandwiched in the middle of all this he includes this phrase, “which veil is done away.”


Is the veil there or not? Does it still exist or not? To our carnal mind this is a perplexity, a great mystery. “Well, it is either there of it isn’t, you can’t have it both ways.” Why is it the carnal mind has to have a box for everything? A nice little nich where we can place everything, stack it up neatly and keep anyone away who might mess up our neat stack of religious concepts. We have everything figured out and put in its place; don’t let anyone in who might challenge our order, our ideas, and our concepts. If we do we might have to rearrange everything.


One group says the veil is still there and one day it will be gone. Another group arises and says there is no veil, it is already gone. Who do we believe? Both! To one group there is a veil. Paul told us who that group is. It is those whose hearts have yet turned to the Lord. They are religious, they faithfully read the scriptures, and they still approach the Word from an Old Testament view, legalistic, letterish. They are faithful to go to the same building every week, sit in the same pew, and go through the same ceremony. Ah yes, to these folks there is certainly a veil. Paul describes them again to the Galatian Church this way, “Christ is become of no effect (katargeo) to you, whosoever of you are justified by the law (religious activity); you are fallen from grace.” (Gal.5:4) All that our Lord Jesus has done is rendered powerless, ineffective, in the lives of those who play church, those who feel all their good works will give them an entrance into the kingdom of God. This doesn’t mean they have tied God’s hands and He can do nothing with them. It does mean they won’t enjoy the benefits and relationship that could be theirs. It does mean God will work in their lives to break the religious mold they are in to bring them into a relationship with Himself.


The other group says there is no veil; it has been done away in Christ. They have a boldness to enter into the most holy place by the blood of Jesus. (Heb.10:19-20) These begin to enjoy the sweet fellowship of the Spirit without the external ceremonies and customs others need to have. They can enjoy just being in the presence of the Lord. They enjoy coming, being in the presence of the Lord, the room with only one piece of furniture, the ark of the covenant. Oh friend, in His presence we find the hidden manna, a fellowship which can only be known by those who will enter into the holiest place. This fellowship has never entered into the minds of those in the outer court. Those in the holy place may catch a glimpse now and then, but it is so fleeting they soon become preoccupied again with all the furniture of the holy place. It is in His presence where His nature is written within us, the ten commandments on the tables of stone. Now they are no longer written in stone but upon our hearts. It is in His presence we receive a rod of anointing and authority, Aaron’s rod that budded. This is not the “authority of the believer.” This is not the “rights” we have as children of God. It is a manifestation of God’s authority in a people who have been destined to rule the nations. (Rev.2:26-28)


We must gather our thoughts for a moment and come back to our original thought. Volumes could be written on every area we have but touched. Yet, our consideration is the Greek word katargeo. We trust we have shown it is rendered, destroy, yet, a more appropriate definition would be, to render powerless, to make ineffective. When this meaning is held in our original verse, “the last enemy which shall be destroyed (katargeo) is death.” (1Cor.15:26) We can see a two fold meaning.


We can see a time when death will no longer be effective anywhere. “And there shall be no more death.” (Rev.21:4) We look forward to such a time, we long for such a time, when death will no longer affect any realm of creation. Death is a result. It is the result of sin and the operation of the carnal mind. When death is no more, it means the cause has been done away with. It means there is no more sin, no more carnal thinking, people will have been brought into obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ. Yea, even all of creation, things in heaven, things in the earth, shall be gathered unto Him. (Eph.1:10)


“And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” (Rev.21:4)


The former things. This is the cause of all the tears, sorrow, crying, pain and death. Once the former things have been done away with then the results caused by the former things will be gone. The word former comes from the Greek word, protos. Protos means, “foremost in time, place and order of importance.” For the former things, the foremost things, those things which take all our time, those things which are important to us, are passed away. Is it not plain enough? Do we need to clarify yet further? The cause of all tears, the cause of sorrow, the cause of crying, the cause of pain, the cause of death, is the former things. Those things outside of God which have consumed our time, energy, talent and just us, are the source of all the problems we have tried to be free of.


Protos is the root word for proteno. Proteno means, to be first in rank or influence. Proteno is only used once in the New Testament in Col.1:18. “And He is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things He might have the pre-eminence (proteno).” “So that He alone in everything and every respect might occupy the chief place - stand first and be pre-eminent.” (Amp.)


To be pre-eminent, to have first place, is this not the goal of our Lord Jesus Christ? Did He not say, “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.” (Rev.1:8, 21:6) “These things says the First and Last.” (Rev.2:8) the implication here is more than our concept of just first place. Yes, something can have first priority in our lives, while something else has second and third place. We may find ourselves preoccupied with second place when first place summons us. We set aside second place, take care of first place and then return to second place. If we were to measure the amount of time consumed by both first and second place, we would probably be surprised to find second place actually consumed more of our time and energy, even though we would willingly lay second place aside for first place. Friend, this is not what Jesus wants; this is not the implication of pre-eminence. He is first and last, beginning and end and He is everything in between. He was, He is going to be and He is. This is all in all.


The former things, pre-eminent things. Oh, this is the cause of all our problems, but thank God, He has the ability to change our priorities. These are the enemies which must be destroyed, rendered powerless, brought into obedience. We look forward to the day when death will no longer be effective in any dimension but we realize death has already been rendered powerless in one man, Jesus, and is now being rendered powerless in a many membered body of people. God is at work in your life and mine, changing our priorities, destroying the enemies, bringing them into obedience, this is the processing of the Lord. The purpose; so He will be all in all.


“That is, be everything to everyone, supreme, the indwelling and controlling factor of life.” (1Cor.15:28 Amp.)


“So that He alone in everything and in every respect might occupy the chief place - stand first and be pre-eminent.” (Col.1:18)
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