THE PROCESSING OF THE LORD

PART 21

GOVERNMENT


“Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble. Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.” (1Pt.5:5-7)


As we are entering this holy place, coming under God’s government, we find we are also coming into a corporate expression. As we leave the outer court we leave behind the realm of our individuality, where we were the center of what was happening. The outer court was where we found out what God did for us in Christ. Our sins were forgiven. He made provision for our bodies. “By His stripes we were healed.” (1Pt.2:24) He made provision to meet all our needs. “My God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” (Phil.4:19) We find many blessings in the outer court, which many who have pressed on into deeper truths have either forgotten or just completely left behind to their own detriment.


Then again, we have those who make the benefits their god. All they talk about, all that is important to them is what is in it for them. We find they are soon overcome with a covetous attitude and if the blessings stop flowing as they think they should we find them frustrated and discouraged. They have never learned to “let their conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as they have: for He said, “I will never leave you, nor forsake you.” (Heb.13:5)


Coming into the holy place we do not belittle the benefits of the kingdom of God, but their importance finds a back seat to God’s purpose to conform us to the image of His First born Son. The focus in the holy place is for there to be an in working of the Spirit so we find 
Christ formed in us and expressed through us to creation. Under the government of God there are disciplines, which are not known in the outer court. Little children and babes are not disciplined the same as young men or sons. A babe of a few months is not disciplined for messing in his pants as the one who may be a year old and is in training to use the bathroom. A babe is not disciplined for screaming for a bottle of milk as one who is now being weaned from the bottle and put on more solid food. One child may be able to play with his toys while another has to take the responsibility of cutting the grass or helping around the house. We have many today that have peeked into the holy place and who do not want the responsibility or the discipline for it and so they run back to the outer court to play with their toys.


Coming into the holy place and into a corporate expression we find there are those who are called elders and those who are call younger. The elders are simply those who are older in the Lord. When we say older in the Lord we do not mean those who have been in a building longer or sat on a pew longer or even ministered longer. We mean those who have grown and developed in the Lord and are more mature in the ways of God. We find listed in 1Tim3:1-7 and Titus 1:4-9 characteristics of elders. These characteristics speak of development and length of time. We would hope those who have been around the things of God for any length of time would have these characteristics developed in them, but alas, we see this is not always the case.


We find the younger then, would be those who are still developing to a certain level of maturity and they are encouraged to submit, obey, those who have developed to a certain level of maturity. The elders are exhorted to feed the flock, too willingly to take the oversight, the responsibility of the care of the flock; not being lords over, not by dominating and demanding and certainly not for money. Elders are those who can care for the younger by example. (1Pt.5:1-3)


We would not try to teach some legalistic form of church order; we believe such to be the problem in the body of Christ. We have all seen how men and women have formulated dead structures of order; pyramids of church order with the ministry on the top while everyone else must bow at their feet and receive from them. Even those who profess to hold to deeper truths fall into this separation of the ministry and those who would be called the laity of the flock.


While we have seen and still see abuse in this area it is also still true there are elders, older ones, developed ones who should take the responsibility to feed the younger ones. This also requires the younger ones to humble themselves and become teachable. We must remember that upon entering this realm we are the younger and there are those who have been in this realm and have developed in this realm and we have to humble ourselves, be teachable and allow the Spirit to develop us.


We have all seen the abuse of this as those who come into the holy place begin to see and experience the gifts. They see and experience realms of ministry and hear God speak His calling into their lives and rather than learning they promote their part in the body of Christ. They immediately turn to the ways and means of the carnal mind to make their ministry and gift work. Theirs becomes the most important part. They love the prestige of being above the people; being in “the ministry.” We would not negate a proper respect and attitude for those who labor in the Word. (1Tim.5:17-18) Yet the ministry should not develop an attitude of superiority over those to whom they minister to or with. Neither should people place such ones on a pedestal as some elite group beyond everyone else’s reach.


As we come into the holy place we find we are the younger and we would learn to bend our knee, humble ourselves and be taught of the elders, the developed ones. Coming into Canaan is not only coming to Sichem, under God’s government, but also coming to Moreh, a teacher. As we look at true humility we find it has this characteristic, it is teachable. There is such a need for us to become teachable. We need to have developed into our lives the ability to be taught. Too many are those who have all the answers and are “called” to distribute these answers to the body of Christ. True development will be lacking if we don’t learn this lesson while we are in this younger age.


“Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, does not differ at all from a slave though he is master of all, but is under guardians and stewards until the time appointed by the father. Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world.” (Gal.4:1-3)

“The elementary teachings of a system of external observations and regulations.” (Amp.)

The word child is from nepious, which means, not speaking. A child is one who has no expression of that which is in them. They may be heir to all the Father has. They may be lord of all, but as long as there is no expression of the life of the Father, which is in them, they are servants; one who is in subjection. They are those who must have “elementary teachings of a system of external observations and regulations.” These are those who still need the do’s and don’ts. These are those who need to be taught to brush their teeth, comb their hair, to get dressed, to wash their hands and to take a bath. These are those who need to be taught to pray, to read their bibles, to fellowship with other believers and so on.


Tutors comes from epitropos and means, a commissioner, domestic manager or guardian. It has a root word which means, a turning. The idea is one who is used to turn us in the right direction. These children have need of those who are turning them in the right direction. They keep the children from wandering in the wrong direction.


“And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” (Lk.1:16-17)

These tutors, like John the Baptist, are a ministry, which turn people to the Lord. Notice it is not “the lost, the unsaved,” which are being turned. It is the children of Israel. Those who are in the family of God who still need to be turned to God. They need to be prepared. They are in preparation. Preparation for what? Preparation to be brought into an intimate personal relationship with the Lord. This is a preparation, which develops people to be able to hear from God for themselves. To fellowship with the Father themselves. A place where God becomes their God and not just the God of someone else.


The word governor is oikonomos meaning, a house distributor, overseer. The idea is one of taking and distributing, serving what is in the house to those who are unable to get it for themselves. Children need those who guide them in the right direction and watch over them till they are old enough to care for themselves.


We would be careful at this point to realize there is still a need for these tutors and governors as long as there are children being born. There is also the need for the children to humble themselves and be taught under such ministries. There is a need for children to have elementary teachings, but may we also say, “Until the time appointed of the Father.” (Gal.4:2)


There comes a time when we come into contact with the Christ in us and we are pulled out, redeemed from under the law and placed as sons in the Father’s house. No longer are we the children of our mother; we are sons of the Father. No longer are we in mother’s house being cared for by the nurse maids. Now we have come under the Father’s care. Now we are learning to only do what we see the Father do. We only say what we hear the Father say.


Some would mistakenly pull themselves aside with the attitude they no longer need fellowship with other saints. This is not what we are saying. There is a difference between needing fellowship because we are afraid we will die on the vine and enjoying fellowship of others as we impart to each other what the Father has placed in us. The sons don’t need fellowship to survive or to keep from backsliding. They are in fellowship with the Father. They are hearing from God on a personal level. Yet they come together because there is a sweet flowing together as the Spirit unveils even greater glories of the Father. There is a greater reality of the presence of our Father as we come together and flow together.


It is at this point we find a source of great conflict in the body of Christ. Yet we believe it is now a time when this will be an area of great change for those who will humble themselves before the Lord. We find the answer in our verses from first Peter.


“Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility.” (1Pt.5:5)

Be subject, submit; are the same Greek word. All of you submit one to another. Be clothed with a humble attitude and flow together. We find it is not just the younger that need to take a humble attitude and learn from the elder. Peter says for everyone to submit to each other. Now wouldn’t this bring a change in the body of Christ? Is this not the humbling which is truly needed in the body of Christ?


We realize there will be an out cry from those in leadership positions. There will be an untold number of questions some of which we have no answers for at this point. We do know as we humble ourselves and pray and seek His face and turn from our wicked ways; He will hear from heaven and give answers that will astound us. We will find such a change and such a glory in our gatherings we could never have even anticipated. We stand on the threshold of one of the biggest changes in the body of Christ and one of the greatest unveilings of Christ in His people the world has ever known. Yet it will take this humbling for us to be a part of such a move of God.


There has always been a problem in the body of Christ with those who will lift up certain ministries and want to be under their banner. “I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I am of Christ.” (1Cor.1:12) We hear much the same today. “I am Baptist; and I am Pentecostal; and I am Kingdom.” No difference, people still lifting a banner, which they feel is greater than any other. “We under this banner have all the truth,” is usually their thought if not their very words.


Then we have those who love to be lifted up and would exalt themselves over others. We find this more under the guise of, “We are the ministry and they are the sheep.” When you find ministry with an attitude of superiority over the people you can be sure there is something in them which loves the praises of men. You can also be sure this is the day when such attitudes will be brought down, humbled.


We would not do away with the ministry, as many have supposed. There is still order in the church. There is still government in the church. We say church, not as the building and its programs. We say church, as those who are the called out ones. The church is not a system of operation. It is a people. Those who would throw away the church misunderstand the church to be the Babylonian system, which has entrapped the people. We whole heartedly agree with coming out of the dead systems of men, but we, the people, are the church.


The church is certainly passing through some extreme changes in its mode of operation and there will be those who would hold on and fight for the present order of things. Shiloh will continue to go on with its pomp and ceremony, but the presence of God will be in Zion.


We see ministry being sucked into this age old trap. Ministry, which have spoke the very words of God and have been a mighty blessing to the body of Christ; we see them being sucked into Shiloh’s trap. They now label themselves with the Babylonian tags. They now establish “the order of the church.” The hierarchy, of which they are one of the more important ones. They become the voice of God in the land. If they find another they like they pull him or her into their inner circle and trap them with the same bondage.


They become concerned with bigger fellowships and gathering people under their banner. They have bigger and bigger conventions and are impressed at the great response which they now receive. Not to mention the offering. These are those who at one time and still do, minister the life of Christ to people; whether it was a large crowd or a small crowd. Maybe that one by the well, but now they can only attend the larger meetings and conventions. No longer being led by the Spirit, rather, “Where can I go and get the most exposure, which will increase “my ministry.”


These are those who have in times past traveled and labored in the Word and struggled to pay their own bills. The anointing flowed out of them, life flowed out of them and the Lord spoke things into their lives that would boggle the mind. Now we find the trap surrounding them and about to swallow them up. We must cry out, we must sound a warning; “Awake, Awake, shake yourself from the dust.” (Isa.52:1-2)


We believe a workman is worthy of his hire. We are glad for those who have been blessed with material things and no longer have to struggle to make ends meet, but being blessed with material things is not a sign of spirituality nor is poverty a sign of spirituality. Yet we deal with an attitude toward such things. Are you in the circles you are in because the offerings are good? Can you over look certain things? Change your message of water it down so it won’t offend the pastor? You want to keep that door open for future meetings so don’t do or say anything that will hurt that opportunity.


Will you continue to preach an exalted ministry and the current order of religious systems because you may lose some prestige or finances? These system, which are no different from the Catholic system, the Methodist system, which keep men lifted up over others. So called kingdom churches still have their pope and all the yes men who follow. Will you now try and organize these kingdom churches under some sort of religious government with its hierarchy, which keeps the ministry and laity separated?


Ah, we would not just be negative. We know there are many fine good quality ministries through out the world. We appreciate those we have contact with. Yet we see such a subtle force trying to entrap those who have had and still have a powerful influence in the body of Christ and keep them under its bondage and eventually negate all the Spirit has done.


“Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility.” (1Pt.5:5)


We see in this verse a blending together, a flowing together. No longer an exalted part ministering to the lowly parts. Now there is seen a flowing together, an operating of all parts together for the good, the edifying of the whole. We are entering a day when what has been called ministry will come out of its place of prominence and find itself blending in with the rest of the body. What has been called the five-fold ministry will begin to find itself blending in with the rest of the body of Christ.


“For the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.” (Eph.4:12)


“In order fully to equip His people for the work of serving.” (Wey.)

The five-fold ministry was set in the body of Christ in order to equip the body so that it could minister and edify itself. The ministry must come to a realization there is a time when the saints have been equipped and now must begin to do the work of the ministry. We are at such a time when we find many in the body equipped and ready, but not allowed to function. They may not have a call to preach from behind a pulpit so they are not recognized as having been equipped. There is no opening for them to express the life of God in them and the body has been robbed. It will certainly take a humbling of the present ministry for the body of Christ to find its fullest expression.


“From whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the deifying of itself in love.” (Eph.4:16)


“For it is under His control that the whole system, adjusted and united by each ligament of its equipment, develops in proportion to the functioning of each particular part and so builds itself up through love.” (Gspd)


“For from Him the whole body closely joined and knit together by the contact of every part with the source of its life, derives its power to grow, in proportion to the vigor of each individual part and so is being built up in a spirit of love.” (TCNT)


“When each part with power adapted to its need is working properly in all its functions.” (Amp.)

The ministry is in the body to bring each part into a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. It is from this relationship each part will find a source of life from which it will be able to function in the body. It will only be when each part is allowed to function from that life it has received from the Lord that the body will begin to grow. If there is a part which is not functioning the body will find itself growing out of balance. There will be deformity in the body. As long as only certain parts are allowed to function there will never be the fullest expression of Christ through His body. There will be aspects of His person, which will never be seen because those parts are not functioning. Have we not all seen certain local bodies, which had certain emphasis and they were know for that emphasis? This is a deformity in the body. People should be able to come to a local fellowship and see a well rounded revelation of the Lord Jesus. What we have seen is that minister’s part. No one person was intended to be the whole. It takes all the parts to make a whole. We should be well rounded in our individual lives, yet we are still a part of the whole body of Christ and it will take all the parts for the whole expression of Christ to be seen in His glory. May the Lord help all of us to humble ourselves and submit, flow with each other.
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