THE PROCESSING OF THE LORD

CHAPTER 22

BUILD AN ALTAR


	“And he moved from there to the mountain east of Bethel, and he pitched his tent with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; there he built an altar to the Lord and called on the name of the Lord.” (Gen.12:8)

	We would seem to digress for a moment in our progression into God as we consider this verse. We see a need for understanding of a precious truth buried in this verse. Though Abraham, who is still Abram at this point, has entered into Canaan, the place of humbling and come to Moreh, the teacher, in Sichem, God’s government, we still find him in a transition period. We could, of course, say we are always in transition. Yet it is also true we find ourselves in periods when we are learning to walk in the new realm we have entered.

	Abraham had come into the realm of the ruling of the Spirit. He had given himself to this working of the Spirit in that we see he built an altar. We see him moving on and it is at this point we find a nugget of truth. In Abraham’s progression he moves to a place between Bethel and Ai. Abraham stands between Bethel, the house of God and Ai, the heap, a ruin.

	Can we not all relate to such a position? We have all found ourselves moving on and in a position of having the house of God on one side and a pile of ashes on the other side. We don’t fully understand what is in that place called Bethel. It is all so new and unfamiliar to us. Some times the unfamiliarity makes us feel we may even be moving in the wrong direction. Yet, when we look in the other direction we see nothing but a ruinous heap.

	Interesting to note the Tabernacle of Moses was built from east to west. The entrance was on the east and the most holy place on the west. Our progression into God is from east to west. We find Abraham in an in between stage. To the west there are uncertainties and to the east a ruinous heap. Certainly we don’t want to turn back, but we don’t know what is ahead. What are we to do?

	“There he built an altar to the Lord and called upon the name of the Lord.” (Gen.12:8)

	This is the first time we find Abraham calling on the Lord. The times before the Lord appeared to him and the revelation of the Lord caused Abraham to build an altar, he gave himself to that revelation. This time the Lord doesn’t appear, but Abraham begins to find himself in a position where he needs answers beyond himself. Ever feel like that? Build an altar, give yourself to the Lord, call on Him, and cry out to the Lord. We find ourselves entering a realm where just sitting and waiting for revelation is no longer the order of the day. We have been in that position. We lived in Ur of the Chaldees and God appeared; we weren’t looking for Him, He came and found us and called us out. He drew us out.

	When we lived in Haran the Lord appeared and drew us out again. We had come out so far and found what we thought to be a good place and we certainly enjoyed all the blessings we had accumulated there. Then the Lord appears and draws us out and we come into the realm of God’s government, the realm of the Spirit teaching us of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are not long in this place before we stand between Bethel and Ai. We stand between the house of God and a ruinous heap. Now the Lord doesn’t just appear. There is created a cry in us for Him.

	We again find ourselves with the uncertainties of what is before, but at this point in our progression, going back is not an option. Coming out of Ur or out of Haran we could see an option of going back. When the children of Israel were in the wilderness they still talked of going back to Egypt. It was an option in their minds. When we first experience our coming out of Egypt, getting saved as they say, we still saw the option of going back. Even after our firstfruits experience we could see an option of going back. Oh, but friend, at this point in our progression there is no longer an option of going back into what we came out of.

	There is a point in our walk when all that is behind us will be seen for what it is; a ruinous heap of ashes. We could no more be involved in the past than we would go play in a pile of dung. We would be careful at this point to not leave the impression of belittling or despising what we have come through. The foundation has been laid and it is marvelous. We have realities of God in us we would not just throw away. Yet, even as a child learns the alphabet and is thrilled to be able to say it; there comes a point when in that child’s growth he will be dissatisfied with just saying the alphabet and must move on. He does not throw out the alphabet, but rather learns to build upon its foundation. As an adult you would not even consider going back to the first grade to learn. The first grade is somewhere you have been and now you have progressed to a point in your learning the first grade is no longer an option for the furtherance of your education.

	We know there will be those who misunderstand what we are saying, yet there is more to Christ Jesus our Lord than the brazen altar. More than the brazen laver. More than Passover. More than unleavened bread. More than firstfruits. Much more. We are at a point where we must have more of Jesus. There has to be a greater depth to our relationship with Jesus and going back is not an option. We are not leaving Jesus, as some would suppose, but we are knowing more of Him than ever before. We are pressing on, forgetting what is behind. There is a cry in our hearts, a reaching forth to God, which realizes we must go forward. We must have more of this God who in the past would just reveal Himself and certain changes took place and we enjoyed these changes. Oh, but now, we can no longer just sit content with just a taste. No longer can we sit satisfied with a blessing here and a blessing there. Oh no, we must have Jesus. Words fail to express such a cry, such a longing.

	It is at this point we find Abraham doing something we all have experienced. He doesn’t go back, he doesn’t go forward; he goes south to Egypt. He gets sidetracked. The scriptures still call this side trip to Egypt a “going down.” (Gen.12:10) When we allow ourselves to get sidetracked by anything other than our Lord Jesus Christ, we are “going down.”

	We find Abraham in Egypt trying to save his own life by telling the Egyptians, Sarah is his sister and before you know it Pharaoh takes Sarah to be his wife and God steps in and keeps Sarah from Pharaoh. Pharaoh calls Abraham in and rebukes him and sends him and Sarah away.

	The word Egypt comes from a root word, which means to cramp, to confine, double straits. The word strait is defined as a position of difficulty, perplexity, distress or need. When Abraham went “down” to Egypt, he simply got into double trouble. He limited himself, confined himself. When we allow anything to sidetrack us we become limited and confined to that realm.

	If we get sidetracked with ministry, usually our ministry, we will find ourselves confined to our part in the body of Christ. Everything will have to revolve around our part. Our part will become the whole in our eyes.

	If we are a pastor, the local church will become the whole. Pastoring will become the whole. We will have limited ourselves and soon find we are in double trouble.

	If we are an evangelist, traveling and reaching the lost will become the whole. Nothing is more important than reaching the lost. We have just limited ourselves and soon we are in double trouble.

	If we get sidetracked with prosperity and healing we will find ourselves confined by finances and health. Everything will have to relate to finances and health. Soon we will be in double trouble.

	Double trouble. We went to Egypt thinking that would solve this dilemma of being between Bethel and Ai. Now we see we have twice as much difficulty as before. Twice as much perplexity, distress and need. We are in double trouble.

	This trip to Egypt can also speak to us of self-preservation. There was a famine in the land and so “down” to Egypt we go. Self-preservation. The Egyptians see our lovely wife and we are certain they will kill us so let’s just say she is our sister. Self-preservation. We can’t go back, that is a pile of ashes; we aren’t sure about going forward, too much uncertainty. We are enjoying, somewhat, where we are and yet we desire more. Let’s go to Egypt. Maybe if we just make what we have the whole and get more of it. More money, more health, more ministry; Ah yes, surely that is what God is trying to say to us.

	If we read the scriptures at this point we will surely notice the absence of God speaking to Abraham. God had to intervene and bring deliverance, but we do not notice Him speaking or appearing to Abraham. Pharaoh sends Abraham away and we find him back in his original position.

	“Then Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he had, and Lot with him, to the South. Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. And he went on his journey from the South as far as Bethel, to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, to the place of the altar which he had made there at the first. And there Abram called on the name of the Lord.” (Gen.13:1-4)
	Right back to where we jumped the tracks and got caught up with something other than Jesus. Thank God, He will bring a divine deliverance when we find ourselves getting deeper and deeper into trouble. The harder we try, the worse it gets. Ah, but He has ways to bring us back to that place where we find ourselves crying out to God.
	Now God sometimes answers our cries in ways we do not recognize. Abraham is crying out to God. He is now afraid to move without hearing from God. The trip to Egypt still burns in his memory. While he is calling out to God trouble breaks out between his herdsmen and Lot’s herdsmen. The trouble gets so bad that Abraham finally goes to Lot and says we must separate to keep peace. Lot you choose where you want to be and I’ll take the other direction. We all know the story. Lot saw the beautiful plains of Jordan and chose to dwell by Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraham stayed in Canaan. Abraham remained humble under the government of God.
	Lot lifted up his eyes and saw the beauty of the plains of Jordan. It looked like the garden of the Lord. (Gen.13:10) Lot saw his advantage and no longer remains humble; he lifts his eye and chooses what looks good. Lot had no idea Jordan means their descent, to go downward. Can we not see that even though the plains of Jordan look like the garden of God; they look so beautiful; they are really full of corruption and death? How much better it is to stay in a position of humility than to lift our eyes and run after that which looks good; looks like God? “Certainly God doesn’t want His people to be in this low-lying position. We are the sons of God and we should stand and declare who we are and begin to walk like sons of the most high God,” such is the cry of those who would exalt themselves. Oh, my friend, God has a season, a due time, when He will exalt His own; when He will elevate His own. If we would try and elevate ourselves we will find we are “going down” again, only this time to Sodom; that place where we get scorched and burnt. Sodom is a place of being shackled, fettered in irons. Gomorrah is a ruined heap, a place of chastisement, a place of bondage. Oh yes, it looks good now, but it won’t be long before we see it for what it really is.
	Lot lost everything in Sodom and Gomorrah. He came out with only his two daughters. While he lived in Sodom his soul was vexed with all that was going on. (2Pt.2:7-8) When Abraham went into Egypt he was crying out to God and even though he got sidetracked he had not lifted up his eyes; he remained humble and God brought deliverance with no loss. Lot was saved, but he suffered loss. (1Cor.3:15) We find when we do not remain humble and teachable under God’s government we will suffer loss. God knows how to bring down your pride.
	You think you have chosen the best way; God’s way. You think you have lifted up your eyes into the heavenlies and yet you have just lifted yourself up in pride. You have grown tired of this humble way. You see others who get by with their pride and self-exalting ways. You have your scriptures; twisted as they are, to back you up. No one can prove you wrong. “Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, to the lowest depths of the Pit.” (Isa.14:15) “For the day of the Lord of Hosts shall come upon everything proud and lofty. Upon everything lifted up, and it shall be brought low. The loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be brought low; the Lord alone will be exalted in that day.” (Isa.2:12, 17)
	Certainly there are tremendous truths of who we are in Christ. We can glory in the tribulation because we know the life of God within is being brought forth and we shall be in His image in every way. Do not be duped into thinking His image is that Hollywood life style some would project. His becoming poor so you could become rich (2Cor.8:9) has nothing to do with money or material things. He emptied Himself of His deity and became as one of us, poor, that we could share in His glory, rich. Friend, if your attitude is such you can only relate riches to material blessings, you will soon hear these words spoken to you from our Lord Jesus, “You are wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.” (Rev.3:17)
	“And the Lord said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him; Lift up your eyes now and look from the place where you are, northward, southward, eastward, and westward.” (Gen.13:14)
	We finally see Abraham coming into complete obedience to the word the Lord originally spoke to him. “Come out from your kindred.” (Gen.12:1) All this time Abraham has hung on to Lot. God allowed him to hold on to Lot for a time. Yet as Abraham progressed there came a point when there had to be a separation from Lot or there would be no more hearing from God. We marvel at how God answers our cry and we are still unaware of His answers. Abraham was crying out to the Lord; he wanted to go on, but there seemed to be a hindrance. He knew he couldn’t go back; nothing but an ash heap there. God brings turmoil and separation as the answer.
	Many would cry, “God doesn’t answer this way. God does not separate and divide.” Yet the words of Jesus will stand true and the reasoning of men found to be lies.
	“Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and a man’s enemies will be those of his own household. He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it.” (Mt.10:34-39)
	Natural ties are strongholds, which must be overcome. They can become a hindrance in our progression in God. Sentimental attitudes can keep us from hearing from God. Jesus has come with a sword, the word, which will divide our soulish attitudes toward each other and free us to see each other by the eye of the Spirit.
	We would not suggest we are to hate or be unloving to our family members. We should long for and strive to see them brought into the realities of the kingdom of God. We say strive according to His workings in us. (Col.1:29) Yet while we long to see our loved ones brought into the kingdom of God, we cannot have sentimental feelings, which keep us from going on with God. There is a time in all of our lives, a time, a point in our walk with God where these ties must be broken or we will find ourselves standing between as ash heap and the house of the God. We will find we can’t really hear from God. Thank God, He sends a sword, He sends turmoil and rather than totally losing a loved one we separate and go in different directions.
	Lots name means, a veil and comes from a root word, which means to wrap up. As long as we hang on to Lot there is a veil between us and what God longs to bring us into. We are wrapped up, much like Lazarus; we have been raised up and have come out of the grave, but we are “bound hand and foot with grave clothes and our faces are bound about with a napkin.” (Jn.11:44) We have resurrection life in us yet our works (hands) and our walk (feet) are still very limited and influenced by death. Even our vision is limited because of the napkin over our face, a veil over our face. What is that veil? Natural ties. Sentimental attitudes. Family traditions.
	This veil is the veil, which separates the outer court; the realm of the natural sun light, from the holy place; the realm of the Spirit illuminated word. We are passing through this veil by calling on the name of the Lord. His life with us will not allow us to settle for anything short of the most holy place. A cry will be created within us and though we may get sidetracked for a season trying to satisfy this cry with prosperity and health; with ministry and gifts; we will soon find ourselves standing back at the same altar where the cry began. The cry will rise up before the Lord and He will begin working to remove this veil.
	“Jesus said to them, “Loose him and let him go.” (Jn.11:44)
	Ah, the word comes, the sword, loose him and let him go. We look for peace and He sends a sword. Yet when the flaming sword has done its work we find the peace we long for. While we are crying out to God to somehow satisfy this groan with in us, to move us from this place between Bethel and Ai, He sends a sword. We know we can’t go back; that is not an option. We long to go forward, but we don’t know exactly how. Our cry intensifies and He sends a sword.
	Oh, this sword comes to divide. This sword cuts deep into our very being. It cuts through our hearts. We cry out to God and it seems our problems just get worse. Instead of relief, we find something else now thrown on us. We don’t know if we can bear any more. “Lord we have cried out for Your help, we have come to the point where if You don’t do something we will surely perish and You send us a sword; more problems. How can this be?” The veil is being removed. We are about to step into a new realm in God.
	“AND THE LORD SAID.” (Gen.13:14)
	Oh, the silence is broken. We are hearing from God. God is declaring Himself to us. The veil is gone. The grave clothes have been removed. The heavens are opened and “GOD SAID.” How we feel a refreshing with this word. We have been in the wilderness battling the devil. We are weak and hungry. We have not given up, yet we are not sure how long we can stand. The battle has taken its toll. Ah, but the silence is broken and a word comes, which refreshes and strengthens us and we are able to walk out of this place in the power of the Spirit.
	The Lord comes like a thief in the night. He begins to break up our house and steals out of our lives the things, which have been keeping us separated from knowing Him in a greater way. Abraham was unaware what was going on until havoc had found its way into his midst. Even so, the word comes in unaware to us and begins to wreak havoc in our lives till we finally separate from whatever it is that keeps us from Him. Once the separation has been made the refreshing word comes.
	“Lift up your eyes now.”(Gen.13:14)
	The silence is broken and we are elevated to see greater realities. This is not the same as when Lot lifted up his eyes. Lot, in himself, lifted up his eyes. Abraham has remained humble before the Lord and due time has come. The Lord says, “Lift up your eyes.” God is raising us up. We have been on our faces crying out to the Lord and due time has come. Lift up your eyes. Now we can see what is before us. We can see the glory set before us and not just the cross. We still keep the cross ever before us, as it is the reason for the glory set before us. Lift up your eyes. It is time to move on!
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