THE PROCESSING OF THE LORD
CHAPTER 29
MANIFEST EVIDENCE

	“We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of everyone of you all abounds toward each other, so that we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that you endure, which is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you also suffer.” (2Thess.1:3-5)
	My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.” (Jas.1:2-3)
	“For you must realize that when faith has passed through the ordeal of testing the result is the ability to pass the breaking point and not to break.” (Barclay)
	“Pass the breaking point and not to break.” “Manifest evidence.” Such is the life of Christ in us. We cannot settle for anything less than a life, His life, which produces His very nature and character in us. Such can only come as we fellowship with Him. We must soberly face our lives and acknowledge those areas, which have only been religious rhetoric and have not produced the fruit of the Spirit and turn from such and “come to Him” so that His life may flow through us. His life will produce His nature and character in us. We will find a life of grief turned to one of joy. We will find a life of fighting turned to peace.
	This testing of our faith is more than an attempt by the devil to make us quit believing some area of doctrinal truth. This ordeal we pass through is a match set to our lives in order that we might be an illumination to those who see us in such a position. It becomes the manifest evidence of the reality of the kingdom of God in our lives. We are to rejoice at such times. Yes, rejoice! Oh, how we have sighed, groaned, asked, “Why me, Lord?” Such is a sure sign of the need for His life to flow in a greater measure in us.
	The testing times become of divine opportunity. We would be quick to preach at those around us and tell them of the wonders of the kingdom of God. Ah, but our Father, in His great love for humanity, would have more that a verbal message. He places His sons in positions where His life can find opportunity to demonstrate itself. No question left. Manifest evidence. They see our good works and glorify our heavenly Father. We let our lights shine. We give illumination of His glory. We would quote from the inspired words of Larry Hodges.
	“Someone once asked Watchman Nee, “How long does it usually take to prepare a message?” “At least eighteen years, perhaps even twenty,” was his reply. The reason for so much cost in terms of time is that God is making the man the message. He works that way. He is not satisfied with a slip of paper from the Florida Theological Seminary, or any other of man’s schools (though a truly spiritual Bible school can be a blessing), attesting to some person’s having completed all the required courses upon which such slips of paper are routinely issued. Such credentials as God requires in those speaking for Him are not issued on paper. They are not given at the schools of men. In fact, God seldom calls His men into service along the high road, but usually first to obscurity, isolation and delay. It is so because He is after more than the man is after.”
	“The credentials that God is after often come slowly, painfully at times, and never, never, never, without battles lost and battles won. These credentials of God are not those suspender-poppers displayed on the office wall of the “man of God.” God is in no hurry to produce His man. That is why the word which God spoke to your heart has taken so many long years and still has not come to pass in fullness.”
	“Perhaps you may wonder what sort of materials come out of battles lost. I believe I can safely presume that there is not one reading these pages who, like me, has not one time or another lost a battle or two. Can you remember the effect that losing a battle had on you? Whenever God’s people have had a right relationship with God, they have always been assured of victory, and whenever they have lost in battle, it was a very clear indication that things were not what they should be. God has at times chastened and scourged His people, using the enemy as His rod of correction. It has nearly always brought about the desired result of repentance with a renewed faith in God and a renewed tenderness, meekness and humility. That is gain!” End quote.
	“And the Lord said to Abram … lift up your eyes now and look from the place where you are … southward … Arise, walk in the land … for I give it to you.” (Gen.13:14, 17)
	“He put the lampstand in the tabernacle of meeting … on the southside of the tabernacle.” (Ex.40:24)
	“And you shall command the children of Israel that they shall bring you pure oil of pressed olives for the light, to cause the lamp to burn continually.” (Ex.27:20)
	When we first step through the veil, which separates the outer court from the holy place, we immediately come under the influence of the light from this candlestick. We may not come to the candlestick itself, but everything in the holy place is seen by the light of this candlestick. We hear the words of Jesus to Peter after his confession of Jesus being the Christ, “On this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.” (Mt.16:18)
	Peter had just received a revelation from the Father; Jesus was the Christ, the Anointed, the Son of the living God. It was upon this rock, this revelation of the Christ that we find Jesus building a people who shall not only stand against the wiles of the devil, but also a people who will storm the gates of hell and destroy every vestige of the kingdom of darkness. It is the revelation of the Christ, which brings illumination to the realm of the holy place. It is the revelation of the Christ, which brings us into the reality of what each piece of furniture in this holy place speaks. It is the revelation of Christ, which brings the reality of the praise of the altar of incense.
	We have said earlier, in another article, revelation brings with it responsibility and a cross. The responsibility is to walk in the light. (1Jn.1:7) True revelation is not some vague, nebulous something, which makes us glassy eyed and spooky. True revelation is intended by the Father to be walked in. What is called revelation by some, which does not bring them into a living relationship with the Christ is not true revelation. The revelation will always be of the Christ and will always be of such a nature as to bring us into a more intimate relationship with Him. Many have acquired much scriptural knowledge and labeled it as revelation and all the while their life style was no different than that of the world. Such life style was no different than that of the world. Such life styles tell us there is no true revelation at work there.
	Revelation also brings with it a cross. No sooner had Peter had the revelation of the Christ than Jesus began to talk of the persecution, the suffering and death on the cross. It was at this point we find Peter begins to lay aside the revelation, which had just been birthed in his soul and turned to his own ways. We realize many have had a genuine revelation of the Lord and live lives unworthy of such revelation. We have all at one time or another done disgrace to our Lord and the revelation, which He birthed into our soul. Revelation which is not walked in simply becomes knowledge, which will soon puff us up. Thus we find the cross with each revelation of our Lord. Will we respond to the revelation and deny ourselves? Or will we be as Peter and begin to rebuke the Lord?
	Everything in the holy place is seen in the light of the candlestick. Our lives are built upon the revelation of the Christ. We speak of the revelation of the Christ not just as the initial experience we had when we were born again, but rather of the continuous unfolding of the Christ. The holy place is where we begin to see Him as the Anointed One who is now resident in our lives. He is the Anointing in our lives. The Anointing is not something that He gives us from time to time. It is what He is all the time in our lives and our eyes are continuously being opened to such.
	It is the revelation of Christ, the Anointed One, which draws us northward to the table of showbread where we begin to have a personal fellowship with the Anointed One. We begin to sup with Him and He with us. We begin to partake of what He has revealed Himself to be. It is as we partake of Him we are moved southward into the realm of the candlestick. Now we experience a corporate expression, church, which we will deal with more later. Church is where we find fellowship with others around the fellowship we have had with the Lord.
	Ah, it is from such times of fellowship we are moved eastward and begin to note the blue, purple and scarlet veil, which separated the outer court from the holy place and realize we have entered a truly heavenly realm. We have come to the realm of a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people. (1Pt.2:9) We are no longer waiting to go to heaven, but we are beginning to realize our conversation is now in heaven. (Phil.3:20) We are beginning to realize we are seated together with Christ in the heavenlies. (Eph.2:6)
	From this eastward position we move westward to proclaim the praises of Him who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light, the altar of incense. Oh, this realm of praise is so much more that the Charismatic, toe tapping songs we hear in many places. This realm of praise is the declaration of His virtues. This is the realm of praise, which God begins to inhabit. This is the place where we begin to pass from the holy place into the most holy place.
	We must digress for the moment and return to the light, the revelation of the Christ, which is the foundation from which He will build into our lives. As the Lord builds from the revelation of Himself in our lives we find the ability to stand and prevail against all the powers of darkness. True revelation brings with it the ability to overcome. If we will sup with Him in the revelation of Himself we find His life begins to do its work in us. It strengths, empowers us and brings forth His nature and character in us.
MINDFUL OF HIS PRESENCE
	The lamp was to burn continually. This lets us know that revelation is not just a one time burst of glory in our soul, but rather there is to be a continuous illumination of His person in all we do. We do not mean we should have a new and different revelation of the Lord each day. Rather there is a living in a continued awareness of what He has expressed of Himself to us. New and greater revelations will come in their own time. We must learn to live in that constant awareness of His presence.
	“When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be blameless.” (Gen.17:1)
“Live ever mindful of My presence and so be blameless.” (Moff.)
“You are of God, little children, and have overcome them (antichrist spirits), because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.” (1Jn.4:4)
“Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; but happy is he who keeps the law.” (Prov.29:18)
The importance of this continuous awareness of His presence cannot be over emphasized. We must remember we are moving toward the most holy place where there is no candlestick; rather the glory of God is the light of that realm. So many have been taught how they need to be in a building two or three times a week or they will not make it. There is no encouragement to develop a personal relationship. It is this constant awareness of what Christ has revealed Himself to be which brings the power to overcome the instead of Christ spirits, which would cause us to turn to something instead of Christ.
True revelation brings with it a sense of purpose and destiny. The glory of true revelation brings with it a restraining power to our lives. Revelation will instill in us the desire and ability to say no to the realm of the soul. It gives us the ability to press through the problems of our day and to be more than conquerors through Him. Living in the constant awareness of the revelation of our Lord causes us to be able to run through a troop and leap over a wall. (Ps.18:28-29) Every force of darkness that would try to come against us, every wall that would be raised in our path, becomes ashes under our feet in the light of His glory.
The restraint which revelation brings is not one of someone binding us or restraining us. Oh no, we soon find we become aggressive in dealing with our own lives. We no longer sit back saying, “One day this will just disappear from my life.” We will pursue our enemies and over take them. We will wound them so that they cannot rise. (Ps.18:37-42) We hear the same thoughts from the apostle Paul.
“But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.” (1Cor.9:27)
The message Paul preached was given to him by the revelation of Jesus Christ into his life. His message was the revelation of Jesus Christ in his life. (Gal.1:15-16) This revelation worked into Paul’s life such a desire for the reality of the glory he saw he disciplined, restrained himself lest he should be disqualified from being a partaker of such glory.
Again, the revelation of Christ in Paul’s life was so powerful, so glorious, we hear him cry out, “I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” (Ro.8:18) There was such a continuous awareness of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ in Paul’s life his present problems weren’t worth mentioning. They are as nothing in the light of His glory.
As we would ponder on such and view our own lives, we cannot help but wonder if we are truly living with such a continuous awareness of our Lord Jesus Christ. Are not the most of our problems because we focus on the present time? We see this thing and that thing and our minds are cluttered and the glory of Christ is clouded and soon vanishes into obscurity and we are overwhelmed by the storms of life. We throw off restraint and turn to those instead of Christ ideas, which have been coming to us. We plan and formulate ideas to rise out of our storms only to find we are still sinking into the sea of life. It will only be when we turn our attention back to the Christ and cry out, “Lord save me,” that we will feel His hand catching us and we can again walk on the stormy sea. (Mt.14:22-33)
We hear Peter bearing testimony to the same truth as he declares:
“Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness … Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found in Him in peace, without spot and blameless.” (2Pt.3:11-14)
With the revelation of the Christ also comes a knowing that the present system of things in our lives will be dissolved. Such and understanding causes us to change our conduct. We become diligent to walk in holiness and godliness. We become diligent to be found in Him in peace, without spot and blameless. We become diligent because we look forward to these things. We look forward to all the ways of the world in us being dissolved and the hastening of the day of God in our lives. The day when the Lord alone is exalted in our lives. Ah, the restraint, the discipline, which revelation will produce. When we can sit down to eat and drink and rise up to play (Ex.32:6) it is a sure sign we have lost sight of the glory of God.
How many have been exposed to the glory of the Lord and when things seem to be delayed they turn to their own ways? They sit down to eat and drink of a god of their own creation and they rise to play in the pleasures of their own flesh. After all it is a god made by their own hand. It wasn’t that they became so worldly, as we might think, they became religious. They formulated religious ideas, concepts and habits. They didn’t want to hear from God for themselves because that would kill them. (Ex.20:18-19) They let Moses talk to God and then relay the message to them. While Moses is separated, hearing from God they formulate their own God and form of worship.
Oh, we would not just be negative, yet we must realize the same is happening in our day. God has and is separating a people to hear form Him. A people who are not afraid of His consuming presence. Not afraid of the lightening and the thundering and the darkness and clouds of smoke. The trumpet doesn’t scare them. They long for God to come and consume all that is not like Himself in their lives. They become willing to die at the word from God’s mouth. They run up the mountain and are lost in the smoke.
Those who will not be separated to hear God soon find the need to make a golden calf and form orders of worship to give the people something, which will satisfy the religiousness of their flesh. Even the Aaron’s, those who have been with Moses, hearing from God, being used by God to bring deliverance, are now sucked in because of the pressure of the people to form something religious to keep them happy. More programs, more social gatherings, softball teams, basketball tournaments, bigger Sunday Schools and on and on. “Don’t tell us anything that will require change in our lives. We want no responsibility. We want to eat and drink and then go play.” To sit down and eat and drink comes in the form of, “Come to our building, pay your tithes and we will tell you what to do and what not to do and then you can get up and go play. Do what you want as long as you come and give. We will hear from god, the one we have formed by our own hands, for you. Don’t trouble yourself.”
Do you find yourself busy with so much of this world’s activities? These things which must be done? Does living in the continued awareness of the presence of the Lord sound like a life style for monks or those in the ministry. “Sure, it is great for those who don’t have to work and can sleep as long as they want, then get up and spend all day praying or studying scripture or whatever else,” is such your idea of a continue awareness of the Lord?” Hear the words of Paul.
	“If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.” (Col.3:1-2)
Set your mind; turn your attention to heavenly things. Turn your attention to Christ. You may have a million and one things, which must be done, but in the midst of it all you can be meditating on Him day and night. (Ps.1:2) You can be ever mindful of His presence no matter what activities you may have in a day. You may have to push aside your fears and anxieties, but if you will stay your mind on Him, you will find perfect peace. (Isa.26:3)
John tells us we have overcome the antichrist spirits because greater is He who is in us than he that is in the world. (1Jn.4:4) While we certainly know that the Christ is greater and more powerful than all the powers of darkness; that in itself is not what causes us to overcome. If we were to walk the street of most any city taking a survey, “Is God more powerful than the devil?” For the most part people would be quick to agree. If we went from church to church we would probably get one hundred percent agreement. Yet, we would soon find in the lives of those who would agree to God’s omnipotent power a small remnant of overcomers. We can examine our own lives and find we have such knowledge, we know God is greater than he that is in the world and yet our lives remain lacking. We find the answer to such an apparent dilemma in He is not greater in us. He is not greater in that we focus more on he that is in the world more than the Christ within. We do not live in a continued awareness of Christ, but rather a continued awareness of all the problems we think we have. We are more mindful of our bills, our job, and life in general and that soon crowds out the light of His glory. As we meditate on the revelation of the Lord, set our minds on Him, we will find the empowering of His life to overcome whatever we may face.
Do you want to overcome smoking? Set your mind on the Christ. Do you want to overcome drinking? Set your mind on the Christ. Do you want to overcome your temper, resentment, lust, hate and whatever else we could name? Set your mind on the Christ. The way to overcome is to live in the continued revelation of who He has expressed Himself to be in you. Do you know Him as Savior? Do you know Him as healer? As provider? As the Anointing? As all powerful? Live in the continued awareness of that revelation and you will overcome.
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