THE PROCESSING OF THE LORD

CHAPTER 3

HIS IMAGE


“Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed (katargeo) is death. Now when all things are made subject (hupotasso) to Him, then the Son Himself will also be subject (hupotasso) to Him who put all things under Him, that God may be all in all.” (1Cor.15:24-26, 28)


These verses are of such importance it behooves us to meditate upon them and allow the Spirit to quicken us with the reality of what is being said. These verses are more than just scriptures to be used in eschatological arguments. They contain within them the plan and purpose God has for His creation. They give understanding of the processing we find ourselves in the midst of.


We have shown in our earlier chapters the word subdue, hupotasso, means, to bring into obedience and the word destroyed, katargeo, means, to render powerless. Equipped with this understanding we can more readily understand how God is not a God who wants to squash that part of His creation which rebels against Him, but rather to so deal with it and bring it into obedience to Himself. God hates sin and won’t tolerate it or allow it to slip by as He looks the other way. He will most assuredly deal with all sin and rebellion. God’s love for us is too great to allow any minute area of sin to remain. Our humanity will tolerate and allow some sin to go unchecked. “Well, that’s not so bad, it’s just a small sin, a little white lie, it really didn’t hurt anyone.” These are all statements we hear from those who would excuse or overlook sin. We never find such statements in the scriptures used by our heavenly Father to excuse sin. Yes, we find mercy and grace, forgiveness and correction, but never excuses. God loves us with a love which will not allow sin to continue. He will chasten and correct. He will work to bring change in the inner man. He will work to remedy the problem. His judgments are corrective, not just punitive. We have what are called correction centers, institutions of corrections, which bring no correction just punishment. People say they are correcting their children, when in reality they are only punishing them. There is no correction; there is no working to produce change to keep the problem from happening again, just punishment. God’s correction will involve punishment but His correction and punishment work together to produce in us His divine nature. (Heb.12:10)


God will have a people who have been processed and have come forth in the image of the Firstborn Son. (Ro.8:28-29) These will be those who have overcome and they will be instrumental in subduing all things unto Him. (Rev.2:26-28, Jer.51:20) These are they who will share His throne, sit with Him and the Father in the throne room. (Rev.3:21) These are the living ones who are in the midst of the throne and round about the throne. (Rev.4:6) They cease not, crying, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is and is to come.” (Rev.4:8)


Oh friend, do we dare look into this room for just a moment? Will it not change us? Change our views, our understanding. Change our concept of what God is doing and how He is doing it. Can we allow our religious ideas to be laid aside long enough to allow the Spirit to speak to our hearts the truths which burst forth from this glimpse of the throne room, which John gives us? Let’s look, if you will, if you dare, into this throne room, if we may call it that.


We must remember John had seen a revelation of the Lord Jesus, which caused him to fall as dead. (Rev.1:17) John was no novice in spiritual things; so this initial revelation was an unfolding of Jesus beyond salvation, beyond the baptism of the Holy Spirit, beyond what even John had ever had before. This was a revelation of the Christ in His full glory. This was the same revelation that threw Paul to the ground and subdued him.


It was out of this revelation John spoke to the seven churches, according to their situation and need. It was from this revelation a word to overcome was produced. John declared a portion of his revelation to each of the seven churches. John then, by the Spirit, began to expose the problem each church had and tell them to overcome and what overcoming would produce. The revelation was to be the source of power and strength, which would enable them to overcome.


The Lord declares Himself to us, maybe not all at once like He did to John and Paul and some others, but He declares Himself to be certain things. He shows us certain aspects about Himself.


“These things says He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands.” (Rev.2:1)


“These things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life.” (Rev.2:8)


“These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass.” (Rev.2:18)


“These things says He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars.” (Rev.3:1)


“These things says He who is holy, He who is true, He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts and shuts and no one opens.” (Rev.3:7)


“These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God.” (Rev.3:14)


To each the Lord declares a certain aspect of Himself and that which He declares is the key to their present problem. It is only as He declares Himself to us does He expose areas in us and then says, “Overcome.” With every area of dealing in our lives the Lord declares Himself to us. It is the revelation of our Lord Jesus that carries the statement, “To him that overcomes,” with it.


You can read this as history, you can relegate this to dispensationalist or you can allow the Spirit to declare the Lord Jesus into your life in these areas and find strength to overcome and be brought to the reality which comes when we overcome.

COME UP HITHER


Overcoming opens to us a new realm in the Spirit. Notice John’s words in Rev.4:1-2, “After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the first voice which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, “Come up here, and I will show you things which must take place after this.” Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on the throne.” John had already said earlier he was, “in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day.” (Rev.1:10) Despite Babylon’s attempt to convince us otherwise, the Lord’s Day is not Sunday or any other day of the week. It is that period of time known as the day of the Lord. John found himself enveloped in the Spirit, swallowed up, if you will and while swallowed up of the Spirit his understanding was opened to see the day of the Lord. Friend, do you realize what John saw, what it was that overwhelmed him, in this day of the Lord? He saw One standing in the midst of the candlestick. (Rev.1:13) This One John saw and described is none other than our Lord Jesus Christ in all His glory. It is Jesus in all His glory standing in the midst of the church, not as some unseen force, indiscernible to those to those around it, but a church that now radiates and is the declaration of Jesus in His fullest glory. (2Thess.1:10) The day of the Lord is that time when our Lord Jesus Christ stands up in the midst of His church in His full glory.


Certainly the day of the Lord will have its terrible aspect. (Joel 2:11) But in our preoccupation with all the woes of that day we have missed the greatness of it. It is a day of the most intense dealings of God the world has ever known but at the same time it is a day of the greatest glory ever seen. It is a day of darkness and gloominess. Ah, but it is as the morning spread upon the mountains. (Joel 2:2) “A people come, great and strong, the like of whom has never been; nor will there ever be any such after them, even for many successive generations.” (Joel 2:2) “For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and deep darkness the people; but the Lord will arise over you and His glory will be seen upon you. (Isa.60:2)


“And immediately I was in the Spirit.” (Rev.4:2) Did John somewhere between chapter one and chapter four fall out of the Spirit? Was he like the church world of our day which cannot stay in the Spirit for more than a few hours at a time? I think not! Ah, but what the Spirit is trying to convey to us is there are different dimensions in the Spirit. There are depths in the Spirit, which are unknown to the multitudes. Those we find written in scriptures, Abraham, Moses, Joshua, Peter, James, John and Paul; these are not the multitudes. They are those who have gone beyond the shallows of what is known as Christianity. These are those who have cast off from the shore and set off for the unknown. They can no longer be content to follow the coast line of the popular church and its forms and methods. These are strangers and pilgrims, who confess they don’t fit in with the systems of religion. Some are content to stand on the shore and watch the waves roll in, to see the ship sailing along the coast line. Others feel the tugging to get on the ship and sail up and down the coast and from port to port. Ah, but there are those “dreamers.” Why can’t they be content sailing known routes, from port to port? Why can’t they be satisfied with coming to church, paying tithes, listening to the sermons, singing the songs, going through the programs? If they want more, they why don’t they teach Sunday school, join the choir, become a deacon or an usher? We have lots of things to offer.


Friend, we have heard a Word, a voice, as it were, of a trumpet, saying, come up hither. We have been challenged to sail into the depths of the ocean. Come up hither. The words ring in our hearts. No longer content with what is, we must rise to new heights in the Spirit, sail beyond the view of the shore line. Have we gone too far? Should we turn back? Some how we keep pressing on. Uncertainty tries to capture our minds and turn us back. Hope burns within and keeps us moving on.


Activities no longer pacify or satisfy the longing and hunger, which seems to increase day by day. We can no longer lay in our beds of ivory, at ease in Zion, sipping wine from bowels, taking in kingdom revelation. (Amos 6:1-6) No longer can we lay there declaring our feet are washed and our garments changed. (S.S.5:3) We cannot bask in our righteousness, our good clean moral lives. We pay our tithes, we go to church faithfully, we read our Bibles, we pray, we do everything which is good and right. Oh, we have heard a voice knocking at the door of our hearts. Yes, it is the Voice that rises above the rattle and clamor of our religious toys and games, above the anxieties of everyday life and grips us in such a way we willingly leave behind everything in search of the One who has spoken. Our search is no longer for gifts and ministry, no longer to have great authority and rule the nations. Dare we say to even set creation free? These will come as a result of our relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. Only He can satisfy the longing of our souls. The works Jesus did were simply the result of His relationship with the Father. The words He spoke were those His Father had spoken to Him during a time of intimate fellowship. Creation will be set free as a result of a relationship, which has been developed by a people hungry for God Himself. All the processing we now find ourselves in are to bring us to the place where we fellowship with our Father. We live in a continuous fellowship with God Almighty, who was and is and is to come, our Father. Glory to His name!


Come up hither! A challenge to rise above the earthly realm. Every word to overcome opens a door in heaven. Every time we hear the words, “He that overcometh,” there is something new opening to us, something of the kingdom of God, which has been heretofore unknown to us. Every fresh revelation of our Lord Jesus challenges our lives in some area. It exposes something in us and equips us to overcome and brings a promise of a kingdom reality not yet in our lives. John’s revelation brought him through seven stages of overcoming. We hear the Lord saying to John, “To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.” (Rev.3:21) This is not a realm in the Spirit, which will some day be obtained when we “go to heaven.” The church has failed to realize the tremendous truth and privilege contained in these words to John for the Laodician church.


“Sit with Me on My throne.” It should be apparent this realm in the Spirit is one of union with our Lord Jesus Christ. Union with Him in His authority. Union with Him in His union with the Father. Words will begin to fail us; Expression of such a relationship is almost beyond even finding a type or a shadow to use to help our understanding. We are being shown the pinnacle of our relationship with our Lord Jesus; becoming one with Him. “And they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: But I speak concerning Christ and the church.” (Eph.5:31-32) How our hearts leap with anticipation of that time. How we long for the reality of such a relationship. No longer can we be satisfied with teaching about being one. No longer will preaching of this oneness feed the hunger in our souls. We must have the reality in our everyday life.


Come up hither. This is not just an invitation to come and view something that may one day be. We are not being taken on some guided tour through the glories of the heavenly realms only to return home and talk how wonderful it all was. Oh no, my friend, it is an invitation for us to come and remain and live in the reality of these heavenly realms. “Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go no more out.” (Rev.3:12) How is it the church can only grasp the concept of a coming in and going out relationship with Jesus? We come to a meeting hoping to “get in the Spirit.” “Here’s my cup, fill it up Lord,” is the general cry. We have to get enough of the Spirit on Sunday to hold us to Wednesday night when we come to fill up again. No wonder Wednesday night services are so poorly attended. Everybody ran out of the Spirit. Is it not readily visible how such a concept is ridiculous? Does it take great spiritual understanding to perceive our heavenly Father has something better in mind for us? “Yes, when we get to heaven it will be much better.” Do you not hear the trumpet? Do you not hear a voice calling, “Come up hither?”

AFTER THIS


“I will show you things which must take place after this.” (Rev.4:1) The Lord Himself warns us as we rise up, certain things will take place. When we begin to move into the depths of the Spirit there will be things which will, must be hereafter. Let the Theologians declare all the historical events they will from the following verses and chapters. Listen, if you dare, a small still voice, the voice of my Beloved, leaping upon the mountains, skipping over the hills. It comes knocking at our door, “Rise up and come away.” (S.S.2:8-13) Dear friend, just as the voice of the Beloved comes knocking at your door you can be sure there will be a chain of events, which will follow, they must be hereafter. As much as we would love to just bask in the light of His glory; the Lord’s desire for us far surpasses this. To conform us to His image will take more than just the revelation, as wonderful as that is. The revelation must become a reality. This is where a separation will come; those who only want the revelation and those who want the reality. Those who love to preach the revelation and impress others with their great knowledge of the kingdom. Those filled with scriptural intellect and who know the plan and purpose of God. They have it all mapped out with their charts and diagrams.


Then there are those who care not one wit if anyone knows who they are. If any would be impressed with their knowledge it is more of an offense than a compliment. They would be satisfied to be unknown, unheard of, to hold a “lowly” position in spiritual activity, as long as they can have the reality of the Lord Jesus in their everyday life. They don’t aspire to have a “great ministry.” They don’t long to just be used in the gifts. They long to know the Lord Jesus in all His fullness. They long to see His life manifested in their everyday lives, unhindered, undefiled, pure and unadulterated.


The revelation of the Lord will bring with it a time of testing and trying. We will be brought through the fire so as to be tempered. We will be brought to the very throne of God.

TO THE THRONE


“I watched till thrones were put in place, and the Ancient of Days was seated; His garment was white as snow, and the hair of His head was like pure wool. His throne was a fiery flame, its wheels a burning fire; a fiery stream issued and came forth from before Him. A thousand thousands ministered to Him; ten thousand times ten thousands stood before Him. The court was seated, and the books were opened.” (Dan.7:9-10)


The revelation of the Lord comes; we are raised to a new dimension in the Spirit and the first thing that catches our eye is a throne. (Rev.4:2) While John doesn’t describe the throne itself, Daniel gives us a good picture of it as fire. “Our God is a consuming fire.” (Deut.4:24, Heb.12:29) There are those who are before the throne and the flame comes out from the throne and touches their lives. The four living creatures are said to be in the midst of the throne. (Rev.4:6) They are standing in the fire; they live in the fire. Isaiah cried, “Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? Who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings?” (Isa.33:14) It is the presence of our God, the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, which brings the processing into our lives. We thrill in the mountain top revelations. Oh, but we have despised the valleys of burning. We have not fully realized this fire is for our purification.


“I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” (Mt.3:11-12)


“When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and purged the blood of Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of judgment and by the spirit of burning.” (Isa.4:4)


Daniel said, “The court was seated, and the books were opened.” (Dan.7:10) Coming to the throne brings us into judgment. “But the Lord shall endure forever: He has prepared His throne for judgment.” (Ps.9:7) We must remember we are not dealing with the aspect of the throne which would be called the throne of grace. (Heb.4:16) We are rather dealing with the aspect of the throne which brings God’s authority into our lives. It searches our lives, exposing areas not conformed to His nature, and deals, chastises, brings correction, in order to produce His divine nature in us. (Heb.12:10)


“And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as sons: My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; for whom the Lord loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives. If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten? But if you are without chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons.” (Heb.12:5-8)


“When the Lord has washed away the filth … by the spirit of judgment.” (Isa.4:4)


“For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God.” (1Pt.4:17)


“Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteousness.” (Isa.1:27)

Oh friend, have you heard the Lord speak of overcoming? Has He challenged you to rise above the normal standards of so called Christianity? Is there a burning within you for a more intimate relationship with Jesus? The kind of relationship that will free you from every tie this world would put on you? Is there a knowing in your heart such a life of victory and freedom is not only possible, but is your destiny? Even though you may be surrounded by evidence which would say other wise? People are quick to say, “God doesn’t expect such from us or that we will never attain to such a place.” There may be things in your life which seem impossible to be free of; it looks hopeless as one thing after the other comes to the surface. Just as you get done dealing with one area, two more come to the surface. Things you thought you were free of seem to come back. It seems like an unending process. Ah, but the Spirit within gives assurance, Yes, there will be a completion of the work the Lord has begun in us. (Phil.1:6)


Take courage, it is the presence of God on His throne working in your life. His Spirit digging deep into our lives. His fire being turned up even hotter and hotter to be sure all dross is removed. Listen to Isaiah as he came in contact with God on His throne.

“I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up … Then said I, “Woe is me! For I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.” (Isa.6:1-8)

Friend, not only does the throne expose us to ourselves. Not only does the throne search the depths of our being and bring everything unlike Jesus to the surface, it also brings a cleansing.


“Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which he had taken with the tongs from the altar. And he touched my mouth with it, and said: Behold, this has touched your lips; your iniquity is taken away, and your sin is purged.” (Isa.6:6-7)


As we come through the open door the first thing that captures our attention is a throne and One sitting on the throne. John begins, not by describing the throne itself, but by describing the One sitting on the throne. John was captured by the person of God. In chapter one of the book of Revelation John does not describe the candlestick, but the One in the midst of the candlestick. God is working and developing a people who are not concerned with the benefits they will receive from the kingdom of God; rather they have been captivated by God Himself.


“She bore a male child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her child was caught up to God and His throne.” (Rev.12:5)


Our relationship with our heavenly Father has to be changed. We must grow up and realize it is not just what we can get out of this relationship that counts. We have been like children whose father has been on a long trip. There is great anticipation, great excitement, as they wait for their father. But if you listen close to their conversation you will notice phrases as, “I wonder what he will bring us? I wonder if he will do such and such for us now.” One can’t help but notice the absence of a love for just the father. When the father returns home, he comes with gifts, he take his family here and there and does things with them, bubbling over with love and joy. He knows one day his children will grow in understanding and lay aside childish ways. Their love will grow, no longer requiring the trinkets of their former years; they have their father with them. They now love him and not just what he does for them.


As we listen to the church world today we hear those same cries of expectation. “What will Father bring us when He comes? What benefits do I get out of this relationship?” Has not the church even projected this as they reach out to a lost and dying world? “Come to Jesus, He will give and do all these things for you.” Certainly there are benefits we receive and things Jesus will do and has done for us, but friend, our relationship with our Father must mature beyond all of this. This is fine for children but how long will it be till we grow up? Ten years? Twenty? Thirty? What are you preoccupied with? What has gripped your heart? Do you get excited about hearing of all the benefits you will receive when you get to heaven? Do you get excited, does something leap within your bosom at the mention of His name? Does just His presence thrill you through and through, or do you need to see healings, the miraculous? Do you have to have fiery preaching, prophecy, signs and wonders? Can you walk through everyday life content, knowing His presence with you and in you? Is it the Father you desire or just what He can do for you?


We don’t want to minimize the importance or need for some of the things mentioned; we do want to keep them in their proper place. Preaching, prophecy, tongues, sign and wonders and meetings all have a part in our growth and development. They are tools by which we develop in a relationship with our Father. We are not looking to just produce the perfect meeting, learning how everything should be done. We are not just learning how to prophesy just right. We are not looking to get our church government just right, so we can say we have a “New Testament church.” Oh, but our hearts yearn for the sweet fellowship around the Father’s table. To come to the throne, not to dump all of our request in His lap, but to fellowship, to sup with Him.


Friend, are you still like some hyper-active child, who has to have something to do all the time? Do you resemble Martha, so busy in the kitchen, working for God; frustrated at the Mary’s who sit at His feet listening to His word? When you pray do you do all the talking, never waiting to hear what is in His heart? You give Him your list of things to do and rush off about your daily business? How we need to learn to be quiet before Him and allow Him to share His heart with us. Not so we will have something to go preach or to impress our friends with, but to know Him. Does your heart ache, do you long for, yearn for; do you thirst after the living God? Then you can understand the cry of our hearts.


While there is much we could look at in John’s vision of the throne, we would direct our attention to chapter four, verse six.


“Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the midst of the throne, and around the throne, were four living creatures full of eyes in front and in back.” (Rev.4:6)

These four living ones are the only ones described as being in the midst of the throne, as well as round about it, other than the Lamb. We find the Lamb in the midst of the throne, in the midst of the living ones and in the midst of the elders. (Rev.5:6) These living ones are not angelic beings, as some would have us believe. They have been redeemed from among men of all nations and are destined to rule the nations. (Rev.5:8-10) These are they which have come through all the processing and have come to the place God can now express Himself in His fullness through them. They can be trusted with His authority and power. They are not of the kinds who use God’s power to build their own kingdom. They are the ones God will use in reconciling all things back to Himself.


We can look at these four living ones and begin to understand, in a measure, where our Lord is bringing us. As the Spirit will unfold this symbolic language and give us understanding, we can know the end of all our processing. To understand these living ones is to understand how God will reach all of creation and liberate it from the bondage of corruption.


While there is much going on around and before the throne, we cannot emphasize too strongly; the throne is the source and center of all that is going on. If the throne were removed from this picture we are given, all else would cease. It is impossible to state too strongly; God must be the source and center of all we do. There are those who look for patterns and principles, which will produce certain results. Friend, we are not examining these scriptures for a pattern or a principle. We are looking to produce an understanding of what God desires and is doing. Yet even more, we are looking to know more of God. We care not one whit about discovering principles, which can be used to produce certain things in our lives. Our desire is not to trace patterns from scriptures in an attempt to satisfy God. Ah, we long to know God, to fellowship with our heavenly Father, to be intimate, to be one with Him who fills all things. Should it be that knowing God and being intimate with Him produced nothing and changed nothing, we still long to know Him.


Certainly there are changes which take place because of our relationship with the Lord Jesus, but our hearts cry should change from longing for the results to longing for Him. If our desire is for the results, then Jesus has just become a means to an end, instead of the end, Omega. God is working to be all in all. In the process of becoming all in all there will be changes but the changes themselves are not the goal. Being set free from sin is not the goal. To set creation free is not the goal. Gifts, ministry, bigger churches, better sermons, more joy, more money, freedom from debt, our bills paid or whatever we could name, these are not the goal.


“Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ.” (Phil.3:8)


This sounds nothing like the preaching we hear today. “Come to Jesus and get whatever your heart desires.” Babylon has turned a relationship with Jesus into a business agreement. You do your part and God will do His. People begin to wonder what is wrong with then when God begins to deal with them and things don’t always turn out just like they want. “I must not be believing hard enough. If I could only muster up enough faith, confess a little more; then these “bad things” wouldn’t happen to me. My life would be successful, everything would go smoothly.” Have you never read of Paul’s life?


“Full of eyes in front and in back … full of eyes around and within.” (Rev.4:6,8)


The living ones have a revelation of Him who was, and is, and is to come. They have a comprehension and understanding of our Lord which is not one sided, but well rounded. They comprehend what has been. They understand the cross and the finished work of Calvary. They can see back through time and see God’s workings with humanity. They can also understand the eternal purposes of the Father. Those purposes which are from the beginning, from the foundation of the world. Their understanding is not limited to time; it goes back beyond creation to the heart of the Father and His longings from eternity.


They can also understand where God is leading and what shall be. They can look down the road; so to speak, they have a light on their pathway. (Ps.119:105) Most people lean one way or the other. They either only remember some move of God in the past, the way it was, how good it was, the good ole days; or they look forward to how good it will be in the future. The futurist speculates on how it will be and try to somehow make the “now” bearable. “We may have it bad down here, but up there it will be great.”


Certainly things are going to get better in times to come as the kingdom of God comes into full manifestation. Our vision will carry us through the bad times, giving us strength and hope. Remembering what God has done will release faith in us to face the impossible again, giving a knowing deep within, our God has brought us this far; He won’t give up now. Yet we still need to understand He which is, being full of eyes within. Our revelation cannot be based solely on the past, present or future. We must allow the Spirit to bring all things into proper perspective. The living ones have a well rounded revelation.


“And they do not rest day or night, saying, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” (Rev.4:8)


There is never a time when worship and praise ceases to flow from them. They continually glorify the Lord. This doesn’t mean they are singing a song at all times, though they do, “speak to themselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in their hearts to the Lord.” (Eph.5:19) The kind of praise and worship the living ones have is something beyond what we can do with our lips. They don’t honor God with their lips while their hearts are far from Him. They have become a praise. (Isa.62:7) Praise and worship cease to be the thirty minutes of “church time” before the offering is taken. It is not a song in the hymnal or a chorus from the scriptures; it is a state of being. We become the song. We become the music. Our life style gives off a melody. Our life, our words, everything about us radiates praise and worship to our God. All we do glorifies our Father in heaven. It makes no difference where we are.


Oh, to become a praise to the Lord. Where all we do, all we say and all we are brings glory to God. Friend, this is not something which can be conjured up. It does not come by trying to muster up a song so people can see how spiritual we are. This is a state of being. It come unconsciously; praise just flows from our being. We only become aware of it because of the effects it has on those around us. When Peter walked down the street he was unaware of the praise and worship that radiated from him until he saw people being healed and set free. (Acts 5:15) There flowed from him the glory and power of God. He didn’t try to work it up in some meeting. He didn’t need three songs. It came out of his inner most being. It was a river, pure as crystal and everywhere it flowed it brought life. Peter didn’t lay hands on these people and scream, “In the name of Jesus.” It flowed from him as he walked down the street on his way to the store or to a friends or if he was just out for an evening walk.


Friend, we have a glimpse into what God is bringing us into. What Peter had can hardly compare to its fullness. The glory which radiated from Peter healed the physical and we do not make light of that. Yet, the glory which is to be revealed will liberate all of creation from sin and corruption. (Ro.8:18-21) There will be no more death. There will be no more curse. The throne of God will be established. (Rev.22:3)


John goes on to describe what is happening. Allow the Spirit to grip you with this vision. Lay aside, for a moment, all your religious concepts and teaching and let the still small voice of the Spirit speak afresh to your heart.


“Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne saying, “You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and by Your will they exist and were created.” (Rev.4:9-11)


Notice the ripple effect we are about to see. The living ones give glory to God and it effects the twenty-four elders. The living ones are those who have been seated with Jesus on His throne. The twenty-four elders are those who have received power over the nations. Those who are in the midst of the throne, the living ones, begin to affect those around the throne, the elders. Let’s go on.


“Now when He (the Lamb) had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowels full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song, saying, “You are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals; for You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, and have made us kings and priests to our God; and we shall reign on the earth.” Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom, and strength and honor and glory and blessing!” (Rev.5:9-12)


The circle is getting bigger. The Lamb takes the book, the living ones and elders are now falling before Him together with a new song. Then we see an innumerable company of angels around the living ones and the elders being affected. Let’s go on.


“And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying, “Blessing and honor and glory and power be to Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever!” Then the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the twenty-four elders fell down and worshiped Him who lives forever and ever.” (Rev.5:13-14)


Oh, Beloved friend, can you not see how all things will be affected, all things will be touched, and all things will be reconciled back to God?  Every creature in heaven. Every creature on the earth. Every creature under the earth. Every creature in the sea. There is nothing, anywhere, which is not praising the Lord. Every knee bowed, every tongue confessing Jesus Christ is Lord.


This is the result of a people who have been processed and brought to the throne. A people who have become a praise unto the Lord. A people who are identified with Him on His throne, yet, at the same time recognize Him as King of kings and Lord of lords. It is as we understand the end of all our processing, we can endure the processing. When we begin to comprehend the purpose of God then will we yield ourselves to His processing in our lives. We will go into more detail of the actual processing in the following chapters. We have made an attempt, with our feeble understanding, to project God’s purpose, to give vision, to where God is leading.


“Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross.” (Heb12:2)


“And all the ends of the world shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the nations shall worship before You. For the kingdom is the Lord’s, and He rules over the nations.” (Ps22:27-28)
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