THE PROCESSING OF THE LORD
CHAPTER 32
ETERNAL REALITIES

	“And He (Jesus) said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” (Jn.1:51)
	“Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. Then I, John, saw the holy city, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with then, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God.” (Rev.21:1-3)
	We said in the last chapter it is this ascending which brings the adjusting and proper order in our lives. There can be no descending without first ascending. Only as we have ascended into the reality of His person can we descend to bring that reality to creation. Revelation is the call to ascend into the reality of what has been revealed of the person of God.
	This city, these people, John saw descending from God is those who have made the full circle and have the glory of God. (Rev.21:11) They have returned back to the glory which they had with the Father before the foundation of the world. They are no longer going into the most holy place; they have come to that reality. Ah, now there is a coming back out of the most holy place to bring its reality to all of creation.
	This descending, coming out of the most holy place, is not one of leaving the presence of God. We have had those in and out seasons. We have had those up and down times. We would not return to such. Overcoming has brought us in to go out no more. This time we are coming out with the reality of His person. This is not a fading glory such as Moses had; for which reason he put a veil over his face. (2Cor.3:7-13) We are receiving a glory which will not fade. (1Pt.1:4) A kingdom which cannot be moved. (Heb.12:28) We are entering into eternal, age abiding realities.
	The holy place became a realm of ups and downs, in and outs. One minute we were more than conqueror’s and we could run through a troop and leap over a wall. The next minute we were the more than conquered. We had been run over by a troop and had run into a wall. This seemed to be the lot for humanity till we die and go to the magical kingdom we so lovingly refer to as heaven. “When we all get to heaven what a day of rejoicing that will be. When we all see Jesus we will sing and shout the victory.”  We can sing songs of future victory and triumph while having no hope for the present. Revelation comes to call us to ascend to the realities of His person now. We are now being called into His presence so that the necessary adjustments can be made and we will be set in proper order and through us all creation can behold the riches of His grace. (Eph.2:6-7) The riches of His grace being His divine ability to transform us into all He has purposed us to be. Now creation sees a people who not only talk about what God can do or could do.  Now they see the reality of a people who are. No more just a declaring, “We are kings kids, we are manifested sons, we are what He is.” Now the reality of God is seen in a people.
	The holy place, the realm of the church has ceased to be the realm of transformation and has become our little “get away” place. Church has become the place we can run and hide from all the pressures of the world and everyday life. We can run to church and for an hour or so, lose ourselves in some religious high and forget about the everyday affairs of life. Church has become much like the night club circuit. Our favorite entertainer is going to be there so we escape for a few hours of song and festivities. We hear about how great the magical kingdom will be if we can just hold on. We hear about “who we are” and really how wonderful and powerful we really are; though we see no trace of such in our lives. We are told how to get rich and enjoy all the world has to offer. We revel in it all and become intoxicated by its influence. Ah, but the bar closes and we head for home and while for a time life isn’t so bad, we awaken in the morning with a religious hang over only to find life goes on and no change has taken place.
	Soon church, the bar becomes the all important place. We can’t be there enough. We must have more. “Pour another one pastor, we need a stiff drink; we need our fix.”  We run from one building to the next looking for a stronger drink, a stronger fix. We flip the channels looking for another peddler of religious dope to inject into our veins and pacify our craving for a time. Revelation has ceased to be a call to come up hither, but has become the opium of the people. Even true and valid revelation has been allowed to do nothing more than satisfy a craving for a time. It is time we realize the revelation of the holy place was never intended to just make us feel good or escape from everyday life. It is a call to ascend. We are being changed from glory to glory.
	We realize many will be offended at our description of church. We make no apologies. Church, it is time you awakened from your drunken state and ascend into the reality of His person. We need no more revelation to intoxicate us. We need no more supernatural experiences to escape the reality of everyday life. We need to ascend into the revelation the Father has already given. We need to ascend into the reality of what has already been given. We need to ascend into the reality of what He has already declared to us. Revelations will come. Supernatural experiences will be there. We will gather together and He will declare Himself in greater ways, but we will rise out of what is now called church and into the reality of His person.
	“Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?” And I said to him, “Sir, you know.” So he said to me, “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. They shall neither hunger any more nor thirst any more; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” (Rev.7:13-17)
	These are the ones who have come out of great tribulation; they have ascended. How is it they ascended out of tribulation? They washed their robes in the blood, life, of the Lamb. They learned to live ever mindful of His presence even in the midst of all their problems. They learned to draw upon His life in everyday circumstances. Now they find themselves in a continuous day and night awareness of His presence, His throne. They no longer have dissatisfaction in their lives. They hunger and thirst no more for the Lamb has brought them to fountains of living waters. There is now a flow of life, a reality of life, which has satisfied the very depths of their being. They do not look for another. They do not fantasize of another. They have found Him whom their soul loveth and He is more than enough.
	They no longer have any inner turmoil. God has wiped away every tear from their eyes. The word tear comes from dakru, which means, an inward cry that cannot be heard audibly, inner turmoil. It speaks of those dissatisfactions, those longings, that warfare which goes on within us while we keep a smile on our face and don’t let anyone know our deep dark secrets. God’s life, His presence, the reality of His person wipes away those cry’s and removes the inner turmoil.
	These who have ascended out of tribulation are the same ones we find descending bringing the reality they now have to all creation. As John was watching these people descend he heard a loud voice from heaven. The descending is a voice from heaven, a declaration. What is this voice declaring? God is with men. He lives in them and will be God to them. He will be all He is to humanity on a personal basis. He will be to each and every individual all that He is. He will be all in all. He will be everything to everyone, supreme, the indwelling and controlling factor of life. He Himself will be with them.
ALONE WITH GOD
	We find it interesting to note that when the high priest went into the most holy place on the Day of Atonement there was to be nobody in the holy place. (Lev.16:17) He was alone. While we believe in a corporate expression, we also find it true there will be an individual aspect to our ascending into the reality of His person. Jacob, the supplanter, the deceiver, was not changed to Israel, a prince of God, until he was left alone at Jabbock, which means, he will empty out. (Gen.32:22-32) Jacob wrestled with the Lord in the dark night of the soul and God smote his hip and forever changed his walk. Now he was a prince. To become a prince we must be subdued by God. We will find ourselves emptied out, at wits end and alone with God. The corporate expression cannot help in this area. We must all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. Judgment will come to us individually to deal with every facet of our lives.
	Yes, the illumination may come in the corporate gathering. Yet the call is to him who overcomes. The call is to individuals who will rise above. Yes, there is a corporate body of overcomers. Yet that body of overcomers is made up of individuals who have found the reality of His person on a personal basis. These individuals are those who have been isolated for a working of God and who will come forth with the reality of His person in their lives for a declaration to all creation, “Behold the tabernacle of God is with men.”
	Isolated, alone; is this not the place so many fear? Is this not the place so many try to escape from? Left alone with God. No one there to encourage us. No one there to feed us. No one there to lead and guide us. “All we have is the Lord,” is our pathetic cry as we look for sympathy from anyone who will listen. Oh friend, God has just pulled you aside to do a further work in your life. What seems to be a time of uselessness and barrenness is really an ascending into the realities of His person.
	“I am the true vine, and My Father is the Vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.” (Jn.15:1-2)
	Pruned, have we not missed the reality of what it means to be pruned? As we deal with such thoughts as, “I use to be used in such mighty ways and now I’m doing nothing,” does this not show a lack of understanding of pruning? Have we not thought we would all be pruned at the same time and same way? Yet we find God prunes us almost to the ground. Once there were leaves and fruit. Once we were busy and being a blessing to many. Now the pruning knife comes. Certainly He will just trim a little something here and a little something there. Ah, but our wise Vinedresser comes and seemingly destroys the whole plant. The knife goes into action and all we held dear is cut off. We are left as an ugly stick while many around us are still in bloom.
	How hard it is for us! We look and see many who still blossom and bear much fruit and we become certain something must be wrong with us. God doesn’t love us any more. He has deserted us. Those who are still in blossom and bearing fruit are quick to determine our problem and give us their much needed counsel about what is wrong with us. We will find no understanding from those who have yet to be pruned. Those who have been through the pruning seem to us to offer no help as they stand back and watch, knowing to leave hands off as God brings us to Jabbock, he will empty out, to isolate us with Himself so that He can change us into His image.
	While all of this seems so negative from our vantage point in reality we are ascending on the Son of Man. We will ascend into the fullness of our God. We will come to the place of “having the glory of God.” The ascending is far different than what we had pictured in our minds. We had visions of ecstasy and bliss. We failed to realize ascending began when Esau, the flesh man, has taken four hundred of his best trained soldiers and is coming to meet us. We failed to realize we were beginning to ascend as all our plans and schemes began to fail; no longer able to make “church” work for us. As we planned and schemed on how to be “successful” and all such failed. As we tired to copy those we deemed as successful so we too could be considered as one of the successful and all such failed. We were ascending. God was drawing us upward to Himself and would not allow us to follow the patterns of man. We were being pulled upward and in this pull upward God is making the necessary adjustments in our lives.
	We may have had certain revelations for years and never seemed to come into the reality of such revelations. Yet we were still ascending. We may not have realized we were working against the upward pull of the Lord as we tried to fit the revelation into our carnal concepts, as we tried to make the revelation work in our system of things. We have tried to make the revelation fit into our present understanding and position and all the while God is calling us to “come up hither.” The revelation will not fit in our present position. We are not to pull it down to where we are; we are to ascend to where He is.
	All of this is ascending. Even those times when we seem to turn back, we are still ascending. With each revelation God is drawing us to Himself. Jesus said, “I will draw all peoples to Myself.” (Jn.12:32) This is not a possibility. This is not a maybe or dependant on you or I. I will draw all. We have abused this verse and made it dependent on what we do. “If we lift Him up, He will draw some or a few to himself,” has been our cry. Friend, He has been lifted up; two thousand years ago He was lifted on a cross. “This He said, signifying by what death He would die.” (Jn.12:33) Now He is drawing all men to Himself. Each unfolding of His person, each revelation of Himself is a drawing of humanity upward into the reality of His person.
	Each revelation is, yes, an unfolding of who we are in Christ. Yet just proclaiming who we are does not bring the reality of such. The Spirit shows us who Christ is, declaring His person; then awakens us to see ourselves in Him, into the Christ. As the Spirit awakens us to the reality of being like Him, He begins to draw us upward and in that drawing comes the stripping, the chipping away of all that is not like Him until only His image is seen.
	“And He said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” (Jn.1:51)
	Ascending and descending; how often we have thought that the ascending was going to be a corporate thing or that everyone who professed the name of the Lord would all ascend together? No matter what theology they may believe most have seen this as a corporate thing. Yet we hear Jesus declaring that some would be ascending while some were descending. We have used our types and shadows to verify our particular theology and yet there is an awakening going on that we realize there are those who will have ascended and will be descending while others are still ascending. This does not make one better than the other. God has His “every man in his own order” established. (1Cor.15:23) We have for to long seen those who have, because of their revelation, exalted themselves over others. They may have had a revelation of sonship, but have never allowed the Spirit of sonship to work in them.
	This doesn’t mean there won’t be a corporate expression descending, but this corporate expression, which is descending, does not mean we will find everyone who calls themselves a Christian or sons of God will be experiencing this at the same time. Nor does it mean there will be some hocus pocus day when the local assembly finds itself in the fullness of God. Rather it does mean there will be a people from every area of life, from every area in the world who will find themselves having come into the fullness of the Father and they find themselves being unveiled before creation.
	Have we not thought that all who proclaim sonship or kingdom truths would just one Sunday morning gather in their local assembly and “poof” they would be manifested sons? As we gathered and proclaimed the glories of sonship and the glories of the kingdom of God; was it not somewhere in the back of our minds that one day some hocus pocus thing would happen and we would have arrived? Even though the majority in such assemblies only have some spooky theology about sonship and the kingdom of God while the reality of such has never dawned in their lives?
	We believe there is a timing, which rest in the Father’s hands. There are those who’s souls are under the alter, who are told to rest until both the number of their fellow servants and brethren was complete. (Rev.6:9-11) These are those who have ascended and find His fullness in them, yet they are waiting for those who are still ascending to come to fullness. These are the firstfruits of His fullness. Do you suppose there are no such people? “We haven’t heard of them or seen them on TV,” is your argument. Such people will not be found in such places as your religious mind would look for them. They will be in the back ground, unknown, for the most part, for the Father has done His work and there is no self promotion in them. The seventh seal has been broken in their lives and there is a silence in their heavens. They have come to a place where they voluntarily refuse to speak even though they have been given a trumpet. (Rev.8:1-6) They willingly wait until they have heard from the Father.
	We would not assume to have finished our ascending, yet we would not limit others to our present position. We are sure there are those who are waiting for us to ascend into His fullness that we can together descend and bring such reality to creation.
	There will be a firstfruits company who find a release of His fullness, which has been developed in them. They may not all be in the same building, live in the same city or even be known by each other, but they will be that corporate expression of the Lord, which covers the earth as the waters cover the sea. When the Father pulls back the veil and these people find His life released in them, this is the descending which becomes that declaration, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with Men.”
	As it was when Pentecost was fully come and a group of one hundred and twenty was hidden away from the masses of popular religion experienced the opening of a new realm of the Spirit; so will be this release of His fullness. The small band of misfits, by popular religious opinion, stepped into a dimension of the Spirit heretofore unknown and began to bring to creation its reality. So with His fullness there will be those who have been hidden away, isolated, not knowing exactly what to expect ascending, having come into His fullness and released to bring such reality to creation.
	As it was when Pentecost was fully come and they sat in the upper room not knowing just what to expect. How could they? No one had really been this way before. They could make a few educated guesses; they couldn’t really tell what was coming. How can we expect to fully understand what has yet to be? We can see types and shadows in the Bible. Ah, but the shadows and types can only give a vague picture of what is to be. When we find the Day of Atonement has fully come, when Tabernacles has fully come; then we will know the reality of what shadows could never fully declare. We will have stepped into a new realm of the Spirit or should we say we have been released to fully declare the realm of His fullness to all creation?
	We would not leave the impression there is no expression of the life of the Father until such a day or that this firstfruits company will be wrestling with sin in their lives until that day. All such who place there victory over sin until some certain day when God waves His magic wand and then they have the victory only deceive themselves. All such only cling to their sin and refuse to respond to the cry, “To him who overcomes.” Those who are ascending are experiencing victory over sin now. Those who have ascended into His fullness do not live lives of defeat. Jesus walked in the fullness of the Father as He walked the shore of Galilee and did the miraculous yet there was still a time when the Father pulled back the veil for the disciples to see a glory, which was heretofore unknown to them. That day on the mount the disciples saw a glory, which they could not stand before. Had Jesus had a life dominated by sin, had He been living in defeat, always overcome by every situation, such would not have been possible. There had to be the reality of the glory of God within or when the Father pulled back the veil only the lack of such glory would have been seen. The same is true for this firstfruits company. They will have overcome even as He overcame and there will be nothing in them that is not of God.
	Is this not the reason we have been like Moses and put a veil over our face? We don’t want anyone to see we have a fading glory. We only appear to have the glory of God. We have been in His presence just long enough to be temporarily affected by His glory, yet the reality has not been worked into our lives and soon fades. We hide under our veils so no one will see our lack. Before God can pull back the veil and declare His glory through us to creation there must be a reality of His glory in our lives. Many think that to have such an inner glory in their lives will cause them to be popular and famous. Yet those who are in such a position find it true of their own lives as was declare by the prophet of our Lord, “He has no form or comeliness; and when we see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire Him. He is despised and rejected by men.” (Isa.53:2-3)
	All of creation will be brought into His fullness and know the reality of His presence in their lives. There is a firstfruits company, which is now being prepared; they are now experiencing the inner working of the Spirit to bring them into His fullness. These will know the reality of walking in the most holy place. They won’t just declare to be in the most holy place, they will walk in its reality. They won’t be recognized by the masses of popular religion or accepted into their religious activities, yet the reality of God’s presence will be in their lives. Now is the time to ascend, to arise out of religious games, quit playing church and come into the reality of His presence.
	“Come let us go up (ascend) to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.” (Isa.2:3)
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