THE PROCESSING OF THE LORD

CHAPTER 9

TO KNOW HIM


The Lord continues to command the light to shine into our darkness giving the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. (2Cor.4:6) We pass from glory to glory being transformed into His image by His Spirit, which dwells within us. (2Cor.3:18) We begin to understand it is not our circumstances, which change us, but His shining from within us. We cease to look for the perfect circumstances and allow our eye to adjust to the light of His glory.


We have seen how the revelation of God into Noah’s life gave him the ability to stand in the midst of an evil generation. Noah could stand even in the midst of God’s judgment of this evil generation. We hear the words of Paul confirming what we have seen in Noah’s life.


“For it is God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed – always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.” (2Cor.4:6-10)

Such is the power of the revelation of the Lord into our lives. God’s revelation does not transform the circumstances we are in; rather it transforms us in the circumstances causing us to rise above, to overcome and be victorious in all circumstances. Shall we not put away all our flimsy excuses and take hold of God’s revelation to us and rise out of all our weakness and walk in His strength? Those who excuse their weakness and justify their sin have yet to have God’s revelation burn into their hearts.


“Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him.” (1Jn.3:6)


Do what you will with these words. Explain them away. Justify your sins. Cling to your habits. These words will abide forever. These words will echo in the recesses of your heart and mind. They won’t let you escape. Would it not be better to humble ourselves and ask the Lord to shine into every area of our lives so we may draw upon the revelation of Him to us and overcome?

The Greek word translated seen in this verse is horao. According to Strong’s Concordance it means, to stare at, to discern, to attend to, to experience. Vine’s Dictionary says, “Horao gives prominence to the discerning mind.” Do you yet not see the power of sin and its affects in your life? Sin is more than just making a simple little mistake. We have all quoted the verse, “The wages of sin is death.” (Ro.6:23) Oh, but we have failed to realize, “The wages of sin is death.” Sin keeps us from being able to see God, to discern God, to know God. When we insist on clinging to our sins it is the same as putting blinders on our eyes. We cut ourselves off from any further revelation of God. God may speak to us in different ways saying the same thing over and over, but we can go no further until our sin is dealt with and overcome. We may revel in the variety of how God speaks, but let’s not be duped into thinking variety means progress. Variety means God is trying to get His point across.
“Neither known Him.” The word known comes from the Greek word, ginosko. This word carries with it the idea of intimacy between two people.


“Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife, and did not know (ginosko) her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name Jesus.” (Mt.1:24-25)


Joseph and Mary were never intimate with each other until after the birth of Jesus. A corresponding Hebrew word is yada. “And Adam knew (yada) Eve his wife.” (Gen.4:1) While most would view these as nothing more than a sexual act; we find in scripture this is more than having sex. When we study the customs and habits of Biblical times we come to understand the intimacy of intercourse was what sealed the marriage vow. This was the “I do” of their day. Whatever else they may have done it was the intercourse, which finalized the marriage ceremony and the two became one.


Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members of a harlot? Certainly not! Or do you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her? For “the two”, He says, “shall become one flesh.” (1Cor.6:15-16)

We live in a sexually permissive society. One cannot go very far in a day without coming in contact with something, which has sexual overtones. Almost everything we see advertised has some form of sex appeal in it. The promoters know if they can touch this area in people’s lives most will be drawn into their web. Everything from soft drinks to colognes, from cars to tools, from restaurants to clothes; all use some form of sex to draw people into buying their product. Movies and TV have become nothing more than slightly polished pornography. One can hardly watch the six o’clock news without having to be exposed to the trash called advertisement. Just what they will advertise about a movie goes beyond what at one time would even be allowed at all on TV.


Listen to Paul’s word, “He that is joined to a harlot is one body.” This sexual act causes the two to become one. Some will argue and say it is just an insignificant act, a one night fling. Ah, but we have failed to see the impact of such actions. The beauty in a marriage of two becoming is now corrupted by the lust of the flesh. If we would see our sin now becomes more than some insignificant act; it is now an act, which joins and makes us one with that sin.


We have dealt with the negative and lest we miss our point; to know God is to become intimate with Him, to become one with Him. Paul goes on speaking to the church at Corinth by saying, “But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him.” (1Cor.6:17) Our sin keeps us from becoming one with the Lord. It keeps us from seeing God and being made one with Him.


“But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all unrighteousness.” (1Jn.1:7)

The solution is simple. We abide in Him. (1Jn.3:16) We walk in the light. As we live in the revelation of God sin will become impossible. The true revelation of God shining into our hearts turns us from sin and draws us ever higher into God Himself. When we walk in the revelation, which has been given, the blood of Jesus washes us from all else in our lives, which does not conform to His image. So the revelation of God burns brighter and brighter in our lives unto the perfect day. (Prov.4:18)

CALLED OUT


“And he said, “Brethren and fathers, listen; The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran, and said to him, “Get out of your country and from your relatives, and come to a land that I will show you.” Then he came out of the land of the Chaldeans and dwelt in Haran. And from there, when his father was dead, He moved him to this land in which you now dwell.” (Acts 7:2-4)


If one were to read just the account of this story from the book of Genesis it would seem the Lord didn’t call Abraham out till after the death of his father, Terah, while he lived in Haran. (Gen.11:27-12:1) Yet, Stephen’s account of the story, as he faced the Sanhedrin, because of his mighty acts, we find God called Abraham while he still lived in Ur of the Chaldees, Mesopotamia, before his father died and before he lived in Haran. While all of this may seem insignificant to the casual reader of the scripture, buried in this account of Abraham’s life we find some tremendous truths as to the affects of the revelation of God into our lives. We can come to understand some of the ways the Lord has led us and will yet lead us. We also come to understand and see ourselves more clearly and how we respond to the call of God. Abraham, the father of faith, the friend of God, went through and responded to circumstances the same as we do. My friend, God’s revelation was able to make Abraham all he was; His revelation will make us all God wants us to be. There is hope for us.


“The God of glory appeared … then he came out.” (Acts 7:2, 4)


The most apparent thing we can see in this story, one of the basic realities of the kingdom of God, is we are being called out. We are a called out people. Such a simple truth. Oh, but how we have missed this simple truth when it comes to our everyday living. Our minds are insulted for someone to even teach on such a basic, foundational level. “We have understood this for years. We need to press on to deeper things in God.” We agree we need to press on to deeper realities in God, yet our journey starts here. We cannot by pass the in workings of God in an area because we think our minds have grasped this area of truth. Our walk will declare if we have the reality of being called out or not.


The Greek word translated church is ekklesia. The basic meaning of ekklesia is a calling out. How we pervert this word in our everyday conversation. We talk to people about “going to church.” What “church” do you belong to? Why don’t you come to our “church?” We use phrases like, “that is a Baptist church, and this is a Pentecostal church.” We have changed the true meaning of the word church from a calling out to mean a building or an organization of some kind and thus in our own minds as well as others the meaning is lost, the reality is covered up.

The church is not somewhere you go on Sunday or Wednesday; it’s not an organization you can join. It is something that happens to you; you are called out. The word is used in scriptures of a group of people who may gather together somewhere for they are a group of called out ones, but it is never used of the place where such a group gathers. The group of called out ones is the church; not the place they meet in. Can we not see by this misunderstanding of what the church really is why people will go to a building week after week and put on an air of spirituality? They think they have come to the house of God; they have come to church and so they put up their best religious attitude. They fail to realize the church is a called out people and being called out is not just one or two days a week, but for the whole of our lives. Every area of our lives is being called out. Attitudes, concepts, ideas, feelings, emotions, likes, dislikes, desires, wishes, you are being called out. Habits, traditions, customs, ways of life, you are being called out. Called out of all you are familiar with, called out of what you have grown accustom too. “This is the way we have always done it. This is the way everybody else does it.” Called out. “Nobody lives that way. Nobody acts like that.” Called out. “It has never been done like that. It won’t work that way.” Called out. Trust the Spirit? Be led by the Spirit? Walk in the Spirit? Called out.

“Knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” (1Pt.1:18-19)


“From the useless (fruitless) way of living inherited by tradition from (your) forefathers.” (Amp.)


“From the aimless way of living which was handed down to you from your ancestors.” (TNCT)


“Futile way of living in which you have been brought up.” (Gspd.)


“The empty folly of your traditional ways.” (NEB)


“For you know well what it cost to liberate you from the slavery of that life of futility which you inherited from your fathers.” (Barclay)

How often have we said or heard someone else say, “So and so is just like their father, their mother?” People will declare they have received certain character traits from their parents. Bad tempers, impatience, mannerisms, pride and the like seemed to be passed down generation after generation. What are called good character traits are also passed down generation after generation. We find in the scripture Timothy received of his mother’s faith, which was also in his grandmother. (2Tim.1:5) While it is true we can have the qualities of the kingdom of God instilled in us from our parents, most of what we hear is of the natural qualities, usually bad, which have been passed on to us. Peter is stirring up our remembrance that we have been redeemed from a natural life style passed on to us from our parents. We were not redeemed with silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ. God so loved He gave His Son. Jesus so loved He gave His life. Yet, some can sit and laugh and make jokes about how they still have these traits in their lives. Friend, do we not do despite to the blood of Christ? Do we not insult our precious Lord who gave Himself completely for us when we cling to our old ways?

Imagine if you will for a moment, someone comes and pays all your bills; they buy you a beautiful new home and a new car. They proceed to buy you the best clothes money can buy. Now you have been living in a cardboard box in the city dump. You have been use to eating out of garbage cans. Now someone has paid for you to eat only in the finest restaurants and only the finest food. How would this person feel when having given so much to liberate you from your poverty they found you still in your cardboard box, eating garbage? Would not this be the highest insult possible? Yet, this illustration falls short of what has been done for us by the blood of Christ. He redeemed us, purchased us, paid our debts, gave us new life; yet we insist on clinging to our old ways. “My father lived in this box and he gave it to me. He ate this garbage and it was good enough for him; it is good enough for me.” Such a mentality is a slap in our Saviors face.

We are being called out of this darkness into His marvelous light. The revelation of God is calling us out. His glory is calling us out. We can laugh and joke about what we have received from our fathers or we can respond to the call of God and come out. Use the way your parents were as an excuse for your own condition. Use others as an excuse and you will soon find out these excuses will not hold up when we stand before the Lord, the One who responds by saying, “I gave My life for your freedom. I broke the chains and set you free. I gave you a new life. Why didn’t you respond?” Can you look at His nail scarred hands, the nail holes in His feet; can you look at the scar from the crown of thorns; can you look at Calvary and see a man beaten beyond recognition, no longer even looking human and still spout off your useless and flimsy excuses? I THINK NOT!

NO GENEALOGY

“For this Melchisedec … without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God: abides a priest continually. And it is yet far more evident: for that after the similitude of Melchisedec there arises another priest … For He testifies, You are a priest forever after the order of Melchisedec.” (Heb.7:1, 3, 14, 17)

The priesthood of Jesus is declared to be after the order of Melchisedec and throughout Hebrews seven there are listed certain qualities about Melchisedec. We only want to draw upon this one area for now. Melchisedec was without descent. No father, no mother, no beginning and no ending. This order of Melchisedec is the order God is awakening us to. We are to realize we have been cut off from our natural descent. “No father and no mother,’ we have been brought into an eternal order. “No beginning and no end,” it is the order of God’s family. “Made like unto the Son of God.” Oh friend, we could say it a thousand different ways, but it comes back to the same point. We are no longer tied to the past, to our family heritage. We have been brought into a new order, the kingdom of God and we are to no longer live as we did in the past, no longer live like the rest of the world. We are called out of that order and arrangement into His marvelous light.

Called out. These words should sound as the trumpet of Jubilee in our hearts. Called out. These are our words of emancipation. Freedom from slavery. Freedom from bondage. Freedom from corruption. Called out.


“The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham … and said to him, “Get out.” (Acts 7:2-3)

While many have called to others to come out of the systems of men, to come out of the organizations created and developed by and for man; “Come out of her My people,” (Rev.18:4) has been the cry and while it is a valid cry, we must realize it takes a revelation of the God of glory to bring us out. The frustration of those who have had the revelation of God call them out; the revelation burning within that begins to separate them from all of the ways of this present age, and they called to others and were rejected. They have called to others, the revelation still fresh in their own hearts, only to watch others carelessly go about their own ways. Close friends, family members, people they work with, people they even fellowship with around the table of God; now separated and cut off. The revelation of God we thought so many would be glad to hear has become to many nothing more than false doctrine. We become heretics in their eyes; we become a reproach to them. We can’t understand why they can’t understand the revelation of God in our lives. Ah, the answer, my friend, is they have not had the same revelation of the God of glory and until God chooses to open their eyes they will never have the same revelation.

“All things have been delivered to My by My Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.” (Mt.11:27)


There are timings and seasons in the plan of God, which our finite minds cannot grasp, try as we will. God has an order for every man (1Cor.15:23) and if we spend our days trying to find out the reason for the order; the why’s of this and that, we will never fulfill the call that has come to us. God in His own sovereign purpose, according to His good pleasure, has ordained it so. It behooves us to press on, declare His word and if it becomes a revelation to others, fine and good. If not, we still must press on; knowing one day the revelation will call them out.

“For how then will it be known that Your people and I have found grace in Your sight, except You go with us? So we shall be separated, Your people and I, from all the people who are upon the face of the earth.” (Ex.33:16)


We tend to equate revelation with knowledge and certainly a revelation of something brings with it a new understanding and knowledge. Yet, when we talk of having a revelation of God it goes beyond just taking in more knowledge about God. The God of glory, which appeared to Abraham, did not just give Abraham more knowledge about Himself. God unveiled Himself and made His presence known to Abraham. If God had wanted to just fill Abraham’s mind with more facts about Himself He could have sent him a book and Abraham could have read it and been full of knowledge. Jesus ran into this problem with the religious people of His day.


“You search the scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me. But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life.” (Jn.5:39-40)

These religious people thought they could fill their minds with scriptural knowledge about Jesus and this would produce life. The scriptures plainly declare our Lord Jesus Christ. They speak of His glory, His nature, His character. They point us toward the Lord. Yet if we never go the Lord we will find ourselves with a lot of knowledge about the Lord never having met Him.


Oh, how many today have a head full of scriptural knowledge. They can quote scriptures. They can sermonize all about God. Their doctrine may be perfect. Their teaching may be without one theological mistake. Oh, but there is something empty in their words. Their life is void of His presence. They talk about God as if they know Him, yet they have never met Him. They have learned much about Him, but they have never been introduced to Him.


“Then the Lord appeared again in Shiloh. For the Lord revealed Himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the Lord.” (1Saam.3:21)


“He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” (Jn.7:38)

We would not negate the importance of the scripture by any means. The scriptures are guidelines in our understanding to keep us from drifting beyond who God is. The revelation of God in our lives will be in agreement with the scriptures. God will come alive to us as He reveals Himself through His word.


“The Lord appeared again in Shiloh.” Oh, we sense a prophetic anointing on this passage for our day. The lamp of God was about to go out. The ministry of that day was corrupt and didn’t know God. Ah, but the Lord had a man hidden away, to whom He would reveal Himself and through whom He would reveal Himself to the rest of His people, yea, and even to all of creation. We are blessed to live in a time when God has a people hidden away. They are being trained and even though they find themselves still under an “Eli” ministry the word is coming, in the night season, to awake them and expose them to the Lord. The Lord will make Himself real in their lives and as He does He will become real in Shiloh, the church.


Some will take offense at being told they are still under a dead order, an old order. “We have come out, we have heard the call. We are no longer tied to Babylon and her systems.” We don’t mean to be offensive, yet if we are honest with ourselves we will have to admit we have left one of Babylon’s systems only to move into one of her other systems.


Eli and his sons only went through the motions, the religious forms of their day. These religious duties at one time had meaning and people were brought to an awareness of God through their exercise. Ah, but now they are dead, cold forms that seem noting more than necessary evils, things that have to be done in order to maintain some appearance of spirituality. God was no longer in their religious activities, the lamp was about to go out. They had turned the ministry into business for personal gain. They didn’t care about the people, only what they could get out of it. Oh, does this not sound like so much of the popular ministry of our day?
RELATIONSHIP

We find the Lord speaking to the church at Ephesus and commending them for several things, yet He rebukes them for leaving their first love. (Rev.2:4) While all they were doing was good and fine there was one thing they had left out, the Lord. Notice the revelation of Himself to the church at Ephesus.


“To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, “These things says He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands.” (Rev.2:1)


The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches. (Rev.1:20) This speaks of the ministry in those churches. He has them in His right hand or they are in His control. (1Cor.12) The seven lampstands are the churches. (Rev.1:20) We find the Lord is walking through the churches. It is His presence and power in the midst of the churches, which make all else possible. The church at Ephesus had fallen from a position of relationship to one of form. They became more concerned with “the work” than He who made the work possible. They were told to repent or else their lampstand would be removed. (Rev.2:5) Their lamp was about to go out.


We find many today concerned with church government and organization. How to run the church. The programs necessary for a “successful” church. How to attract people to their building and keep them in their building. Prison ministries, nursing home ministries, street ministries, hospital ministries and the like become the main focus and our first love gets left behind. Some of these are legitimate ministries and activities, but they will soon become dead works when our Lord is left out; when we no longer recognize His presence walking in our midst.


“If Your Presence does not go with us, do not bring us up from here.” (Ex.33:15)


Hear these words of Moses and let them sound like a trumpet to this generation. It is His presence that leads us and carries into the realities of the kingdom of God. Without the presence of the Lord there can be no progression in our walk; there can be no real walk. We begin to fill our lives with things we deem to be spiritual. We busy ourselves with activities we think will please the Lord. Yet all the while there is no reality of God in our lives. The again we have a revelation of God come into our lives and for a season it is fresh and burns within us. Then we allow ourselves, slowly to be distracted from the reality of God and we begin to focus on the work He has put in our hands or some other activity. Soon we find this work will become a dead work, lifeless and meaningless.

“For how then shall it be known that Your people and I have found grace in Your sight, except You go with us? So we shall be separated, Your people and I, from all the people who are upon the face of the earth.” (Ex.33:16)

We can talk of being called out. We can preach to others to “come out of her My people.” Yet if the presence of the Lord is not with someone, if they have yet to have a revelation of the Lord, all is in vain. People have tried to separate themselves from the world by not doing and not going; by dressing this way or that way and none of this truly separate us from the world. None of this will produce the reality of the kingdom of God in our lives. His presence will call us out of our kindred, out of the land wherein we dwell into some unknown promised land. His presence will call us out of our present conditions and life styles.


It is God who first spoke light into darkness. (Gen.1:3) It was God who looked at our lives and saw we were without form and void and darkness was upon us (Gen.1:2) and then commanded the light of the knowledge of the glory of God to shine into our hearts. (2Cor.4:6) It was God who separated the light from the darkness. (Gen.1:4) He brought forth an illumination of Himself into our dark and dreary little world and with that illumination, that revelation began a separating process. With that illumination also began a creative process. What was once without form begins to take shape. What was once void begins to be filled. What was once dark now becomes light. Where once we were without form we are now being conformed to His image. (Ro.8:29) Where once we were void, empty now we are being filled with His fullness. (Eph.3:19) Where once we were darkness, now we are light in the Lord. (Eph.5:8) Oh, such knowledge is too great for us!

While some will cringe and some will fear at the things, which are being left behind, such a state of mind only shows they have yet to have a revelation of the Lord. Notice the reaction of the early apostles when called by the Lord Jesus.

“And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men. They immediately left their nets and followed Him. Going from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets. He called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him.” (Mt.4:18-22)


“After these things He went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax office, and He said to him, “Follow Me.” So he left all, rose up, and followed Him.” (Lk.5:27-28)


What an indictment against a church, which thinks it has such a “deep” revelation of the Lord and yet is unwilling to leave behind all of its family ties, all of its old ways. Oh yes, we understand there was much left in the lives of these early disciples, which needed changing; they weren’t instantaneously changed into super saints. Ah, but when the Lord called them out they left all. They left houses, lands, father, mother, brother and sister to follow Jesus. (Mk.10:28-30) Even when things got rough, the word became too hard for most to continue on, these men still followed on. (Jn.6:60, 66-69) It was only at the crucifixion they left. Yet we see them return and for the most part follow Him even at the cost of death.

“By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible.” (Heb.11:27)


We must remember Moses had been raised as the son of Pharaoh’ daughter. He grew up in Pharaoh’s courts, was educated in Egypt’s ways and was mighty in word and in deeds. (Acts 7:20-22) He would have been considered Pharaoh’s grandson. Yet when he came to years, grew up, there came a point when he had to make a decision. He could be trained in all that Egypt had to offer, but Moses still had Hebrew blood flowing in his veins and even though that was enough to make him refuse to identify with Egypt and the house of Pharaoh it was the revelation of an invisible God that brought him out of Egypt. Moses was no longer afraid of the consequences, he didn’t fear the wrath of the king, and he endured as seeing Him who is invisible.


Such power has the revelation of the Lord into our lives. You may have been trained in the ways of the world. You might be mighty in word and deed. You may come from an influential family and be heir to great power and wealth. You may be next in line for a powerful position. One day you are going to “come to years” and be faced with the decision of your life. “Do I want all the world has to offer or do I want to be identified with God’s people?” Friend, don’t be duped by the carnal mind into thinking, “I can have it both ways.” Don’t you suppose Moses thought he could use his position and power to the advantage of the kingdom of God? Don’t you think Moses pondered over all the negative aspects of such a decision? We some how seem to lose the reality that people like Moses were just that, people. They faced things just as we do. Yet, Moses “chose,” he made a deliberate decision to be indentified with the kingdom of God no matter what might happen or what it might cost him.

“As seeing.” Ah, friend, when the revelation of the Lord comes into your life leaving Egypt becomes less of a problem than one might think. Notice carefully the scriptures didn’t say, “Moses forsook Egypt because he had seen the Lord.” Moses wasn’t walking and living off an experience he had several days ago or a month ago or even a year ago. No! He endured as seeing. How many try to live their lives off some past experience hoping for a new experience, which will keep them going till the next experience? How many live off the anticipation of the next experience? Is it any wonder we don’t find a people who are willing to forsake all?


“Again the next day, John stood with two of his disciples. And looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, “Behold the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him speak and they followed Jesus. Then Jesus turned, and seeing them following, said to them, “What do you seek?” They said to Him, “Rabbi” (which is to say, when translated, Teacher), where are You staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where He was staying, and remained with Him that day (now it was about the tenth hour). (Jn.1:35-39)


“In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you maybe also.” (Jn.14:2-3)


How many misunderstand the ascension of Jesus? They have Him building mansions in the sky somewhere and their fondest hope is that soon they will be leaving this world to go live in their new home. Jesus plainly states, “I go to My Father.” (Jn.14:12) He also plainly states, “I am the way … no man comes to the Father, but by Me.” (Jn.14:6) The preparation Jesus made was so all humanity could come back into a relationship with the Father. The coming to receive us to Himself has already taken place when the Holy Spirit was poured out on the day of Pentecost and has been continuing every since. The mansion everyone is looking for turns out to be them as the Father and Son come in the Spirit to make us their abode. (Jn.14:23 – abode and mansion is the same Greek word – mone) It is this relationship with the Father, which Jesus was destine to restore for humanity. He has not only opened the way, but He is now working to bring everything back to the Father. (1Cor.15:24)

Now, lest we miss our point, we would draw your attention back to these two disciples of John. Notice John’s cry, “Behold the Lamb.”  Such should be the ministry; to point people to the Christ. Such should be the ministry to bring forth a revelation of the Christ. It is the revelation, not the knowledge, but the revelation of His person. The revelation becomes a relationship and not a one time experience till the next experience. Oh no, the relationship is an on going one. These two disciples saw Jesus, heard Him teach and then left John and followed Jesus. There was something about His person, something in His words, which caused these two men to wonder “where does He live.

Have you ever met someone and you wondered, “Where is he coming from?” This person seemed to have something in God you hadn’t seen in others and you wanted to fellowship with them and find out what made them tick, so to speak. This is the way it was with these two, they followed Jesus, watching Him, noticing every little detail about Him. When Jesus asked them what they wanted, their reply was, “Where do You live? What realm of life have You entered into?” Oh, that Christians were of such a mind. These two men could not be satisfied just watching Jesus perform miracles. No longer satisfied with just more teaching, as good as it was, teaching that could set your heart on fire and stirs you to the depths of your soul. Oh no, they had to find out where He lived.


Such is the revelation into our hearts. It will cause us to quit following a man, even a godly man whose walk with God is in order. This is not to discourage fellowship with or create a lack of appreciation for the ministry God has in the body of Christ, but as needful as this all is it is intended to bring us into a relationship with the Father. We will quit following a man and his particular teaching. The revelation will cause us to come out of where we are to a place of abiding with Jesus, for in Him we find our way to the Father. The revelation will produce dissatisfaction in our present relationship and lead us deeper into the depths of the divine nature of our Father. (1Cor.2:10)

Listen to the response of Jesus to the question of these two disciples, “Come see.” (Jn.1:39) Oh, how this should thrill us through and through. “Come see.” We want to know where you live Jesus. “Come see.” Friend, there is an invitation awaiting you in this present hour. “Come see.” John, the apostle, saw a door open and heard the words, “Come up hither.” (Rev.4:1) It is time we become like the two disciples and respond to such an invitation. The scripture say, “They came, they saw and they abode.” It is time for us to move beyond our knowledge about God, our experiences of God and move into an abiding fellowship with our Father.


We would not belittle any experience one has had or demean any knowledge one has received. We would ask, “Did it produce a relationship or just become an experience or just more knowledge?” It is only out of a living relationship that our lives will produce and bring forth fruit whereby the Father is glorified. You can have experiences at an amusement park. God wants a relationship with you.

“Maintain a living communion with Me, and I with you. Just as the branch is unable to be bearing fruit from itself as a source unless it remains in a living union with the vine, so neither you, unless you maintain a living communion with Me.” (Jn.15:4 Wuest)


“I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.”(Jn.17:20-21)


“Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory, which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.” (Jn.17:24)

COME SEE!
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