THE VOICE OF MANY WATERS

RESTORATION AND BEYOND

PART 1

THE PROCLAMATION

UNDERSTANDING THE TIMES


I suppose when some think of restoration, in their minds eye they will see something that at one time was something great and now is in ruins. This would be an accurate picture and is an accurate picture but is not always the case. We find in the book of Revelation a couple of clues that let us know something needs to be restored to its first state but when we look at it, it doesn’t appear to be in ruins. Yet, if we will look through the eye of the Spirit we will plainly see its true condition.


I feel the same is true for our present day. It seems to be a time when things are going good for God’s people. People being blessed and prospering. There is more preaching of the Word than ever before. There are more people going out to foreign fields building churches and bringing people to Christ. Here at home it seems there is a church building on every corner. We see more and more mega churches popping up. But the reality is the church stands in ruins.


Some will be appalled by such a statement. “Brother, maybe your standing in ruins but me and my church are on the move. We are doing bigger and greater works than ever before. We are seeing the miracles of God in our midst and we are growing by leaps and bounds.” I thank God for every soul that is lead into the kingdom of God. I thank God for all the healings and blessings people are receiving. But it does not change the fact that we stand in ruins. We stand in the ashes of a faded glory. I am not looking at any of the past moves of God to compare where we are now. I’m not looking at the early church and trying to get back to where they were. It is as I behold the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ that I make such a statement. I can read about the life of Jesus in the gospels and there comes an ache for the reality of such a life. I read about the ministry of Jesus and there comes a longing to see such a ministry arise within my own life. All the activities of the church world change not one thing as far as its true condition. Listen to Jesus talk to the church in Ephesus.


“I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake and have not become weary. Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lamp stand from its place - unless you repent.” (Rev.2:2-5)


The church at Ephesus would seem to have been doing just fine. They had a lot of good qualities that most churches would love to have and while on the outside they were looking good, there was something on the inside that needed to be corrected. As a matter of fact the issue on the inside was so important if this church didn’t get it corrected their lamp stand would be removed from its place. Whatever else they were doing, as good as it might be was not as important as this area that needed to be corrected. Look as good as they might to those around them there was something there that negated all else they were doing. Jesus makes this statement that shows us their true condition. “Remember from where you have fallen.” Ephesus, with all the good they were doing were in a fallen condition. They were standing in the ashes of a faded glory. Listen to Jesus talk to the church at Sardis.


“I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die, for I have not found your works perfect before God. Remember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and repent.” (Rev.3:1-3)


The church at Sardis had a reputation for being alive but in reality they were dead. They at one time must have had life flowing through them but at this point they were dead. They had made a name for themselves and now that was what they were trying to live off of. Somewhere along the way they had lost contact with the life and rather than stopping and finding out where they had lost contact with the life they just kept going trying to live off the reputation they had made for themselves. Jesus told them to, “be watchful and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die.”


“Be watchful.” Pay attention to what is going on. You are dying. You have lost contact with the flow of life that you once had and now things are drying up on the vine. Pay attention and don’t just keep going on in the condition you are in. Quit trying to maintain a front and begin to deal with those things you do have left that are about to die. Remember what you have received and heard and begin to apply them again. The Amplified Bible says it this way.


“So call to mind the lessons you received and heard; continually lay them to heart and obey them, and repent.” (Rev.3:3)


It is time we get serious and honest with ourselves and lay down our so called spiritual masks and be real. If we have problems, and we do, then let’s be honest with ourselves and deal with those problems. Quit trying to hide behind so called deep revelation. Quit trying to hide behind the gifts of the Spirit. It is time we quit decorating ourselves with what we deem as spiritual to impress those around us. Quit playing church and going through the motions. We can come with confidence to the throne of grace and receive mercy for all our failures and grace to help in the time of need. (Heb.4:16 Amp.) It is time church to repent. It is time we rise up and walk out of this pile of ashes of a faded glory and step into His glory once again. Listen to Jesus talk to the church at Laodicea.


“I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. So then because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. Because you say, “I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing”- and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked.” (Rev.3:15-17)


I’m not one to hold to a dispensational view of these seven churches but I have to admit that the present day church sounds just like the church at Laodicea. With all the prosperity message, and we are not against prosperity, and the focus on riches the present church sounds just like the one at Laodicea. But this church didn’t even realize its true condition. They were poor. Oh my! Here were a people who were increased with all sorts of natural blessings and Jesus tells them they are poor. They had their big church buildings, nice cars, big checking accounts, nice clothes. They had it going on. They had the street ministries, the youth ministries and every other type of ministry you can name. They had miracles, and healings. They had prophecy in their meetings. They had the Word preached. What else could they possibly need? How about an attitude adjustment?


I believe we stand on the threshold of the most powerful move of God the world has ever witnessed. We will see the power of God demonstrated as never before. The power of God we have seen and even now see in the church will pale in the glory of this next demonstration of God’s power. The glory of God we now see in the church cannot even begin to compare to the glory of God we are about to see in His people. When I say the glory of God, I mean His nature being demonstrated in a people, the fruit of the Spirit. We have caught glimpses of God’s ability, His power, in past and present ministries but His nature seems to have been lacking. Oh, but not so in what God is now doing in a people. We will see His power in a people who demonstrate His nature. They will be the out-raying of His person. When the world sees this people they will be able to say they have seen God. We have seen the kingdom of God in action. We have seen heaven.


The church at Laodicea had the greatest promise of all the churches.


“To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.” (Rev3:21)


To sit with Jesus on His throne! What a promise. This is not for every Tom, Dick and Harry. It is a place for those who overcome just like He overcame. Oh yes, the call goes out to everyone, whosoever will but we can’t just accept this by faith and receive it. We must overcome just like He overcame. He overcame all things and sat with the Father on the Father’s throne. Now we have been invited to sit with Him on the Father’s throne and all we have to do is overcome all things. Maybe your cry is, “Nobody can overcome all things. Jesus doesn’t expect us to overcome all things. He did it for us.” Friend, I say this in love; you had better wake up and smell the roses. Jesus overcame all things and ascended back to the Father so He could pour out His life into us and His life in us has the ability to overcome all things. Yes, He knows that in and of ourselves we have no ability to overcome anything. But when He injects His life into us, we now have the power to overcome even as He overcame. He and the Father came to take up residence in us, they live in us and they can overcome all things in us. 


This is the promise to the Laodicean church. They were so caught up with their natural blessings they didn’t even realize they had a need. They thought the natural blessings were a sign of God’s approval on their lives. Yet they were lacking the inner development it will take to be the demonstration of God’s glory. Notice what Jesus says to the church at Smyrna.


“I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); and I know the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.” (Rev.3:9)


What a contrast! One church has all the natural things anyone could hope for and Jesus tells them they are poor and wretched. The other is in the midst of tribulation and getting ready to go through some more. They are poor and probably can’t even get their bills paid and Jesus calls them rich. Do you think the church of our day may need to have their thinking adjusted? The church at Laodicea was told to repent and the church at Smyrna was told to stand faithful. One was going through tribulation and persecution because of their faithfulness and the other was just enjoying everyday life. Oh, how we need to let the Spirit of the living God open our eyes to see our true condition. Dear friend, don’t grow weary of the dealings of God in your life. There will be a day when the dealings stop and you will be a finished work. There will be nothing left in you to deal with and you will step into a realm of glory like you have never even dreamed of. Your eyes will be opened to realms in God you never even imagined. Once the dealings are over, this is just the beginning of something so much greater.

THE PROCLAMATION


“Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom … Then the heads of the fathers’ houses of Judah and Benjamin, and the priest and the Levites, with all whose spirits God had moved, arose to go up and build the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem.” (Ezra 1:1+5)


Seventy years of captivity have gone by and now a proclamation comes forth setting the captives free to go and build a place for God to dwell. Some of those who had been taken captive from Jerusalem and have already died in captivity didn’t get to see this day. Some had never seen the glory of Jerusalem. They had been born in captivity and didn’t know anything else. Some had grown comfortable in their captivity and had made a good life for themselves in the midst of it all. Life was going on in a normal fashion. They were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, buying and selling and life just went on as usual. (Mt.24:38) Now, all of a sudden, there is the sound of a trumpet, a message going forth, and it disrupts life as usual. The proclamation went from one end of the kingdom to the other and no one was able to say they didn’t hear. The trumpet got louder and louder until everyone in the camp heard the sound. (Ex.19:19)


It makes no difference where you are the sound of the message is going forth and no one will have an excuse they didn’t hear. The trumpet is sounding in this hour telling the captives and I mean those who are a part of the church, they are free to go build a place for God to presence Himself without contradiction. I know some will misunderstand and think it is time to go and build another building and start a new church but that is not what God is saying. It is time to bring forth a people who are in the glory of God. (Rev.21:10-11) You might say it is not up to us to build a church, a people, who are in the image of the Firstborn Son of God. Jesus said He was building His church and that He is. Did you ever notice that Paul told the church at Ephesus the body builds itself up in love by that which every part supplies? (Eph.4:16) This is not where I want to go right now but we must realize that everybody has a part to do and must do it for the body to grow into the stature of the fullness of Christ.


The trumpet sounds and it rings deep within our being and stirs up something many of us have really never known. There are those among us who remember the glory of former moves of God and this trumpet sound brings back memories of a glory that has now faded. There is a stirring deep in our spirits that is causing us to arise out of the ashes of a faded glory, rise out of the captivity we were born into and rise into the order and glory of God. We can no longer stay where we are at; we must get up and move on. We may not have all the answers or even a few of the answers but we know we can’t stay in the present order of things any longer. There is a call to come into the glory of God as never before.


There are those among us who can remember the earlier moves of God and the glory of those days. We have listened to them talk and share of the times when God would presence Himself in the midst of the congregation. You could see a gleam in their eyes as they remembered those days. You could also see such a longing and such dissatisfaction in those same eyes. The hunger for such times to come again was stirred once more. The present realm the church is moving in seems like nothing to these veterans of the faith. Oh, the cry that arises in their hearts to see those days again. Ah, but the word of the Lord to them is, “The glory of the latter house shall be greater than the former.” (Hag.2:3-9) The glory of the former house will pale in the light of what God is now doing.


The trumpet sounds and those of us who didn’t see the former house stand up wondering what is that sound we hear? There is something ringing in our hearts. There is something ringing deep within us and we are not sure what it all means but it is wooing us from the place where we are at to the unknown depths of God Himself. We have never seen the glory of the days that the fathers have told us about, we have only heard and our puny little minds just don’t grasp such a glory. Oh, but something in our hearts is burning and we just can’t be still. We must arise and go forth into the unknown. We step out uncertain of what we are really getting into. It looks like the worst possible time to be doing such a thing but as we put our foot forth the waters of the Jordon part and before us lies a whole new realm in God. We have never been this way before and the things we will see and experience no one has even begun to see. The glory we are stepping into is a glory that has never been before. The former moves of God have been just a taste of something beyond our wildest dreams. Even the stories of the former moves of God pale in the light of what is now dawning on the horizon.


I was surprised in reading about the return from Babylonian captivity, not everyone left Babylon. There were those who didn’t want to leave. I guess I had it in my mind that every one of the Jews would have been packed up and ready to go. As I read through different books on the history of this time I began to realize the same is true today. There were those who had made a good life for themselves while still in captivity. Even those who could remember the glory of the former days had grown comfortable in their captivity. Life was good. They were prosperous and seemed to be free to do whatever they wanted. They could still be Jews in the midst of their captivity. They could retain their identity as God’s people. They had the law and they could celebrate to a certain degree their holidays. They had no desire to pack up and leave this good life behind. The memories had faded enough that what they now had seemed better. Even though they had their own land and God dwelt in their midst and they were free to fully follow after the Lord, what they had now wasn’t so bad. After all times have changed. Don’t rock the boat. Just learn to be happy with the way things are. Oh, but friend, some have heard the sound of the trumpet ringing through the land and they can’t be happy to stay in captivity. We have to get up. We can’t stay in captivity any longer. We don’t know what we are doing, as such, but we must put our foot forth and step into the freedom of the Spirit.


I realize when someone starts talking about freedom in the Spirit there are people who will take that to mean they can do anything they want. They are free from having to go to church. They no longer need to fellowship with other believers. They hear from God for themselves. They are on all the mailing list and have all the tapes. Oh, yes, they get together with the deep ones every now and then but they are free from that Babylonian mentality that says, “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some.” (Heb.10:25) I realize some have used this scripture to bring people into bondage to their building or group but let’s not go to the other extreme in the other direction and call it freedom. We are hearing the trumpet sound but it is not a sound calling us to our individuality but it is a call that is bring us together as a dwelling place for the presence of the Lord. The proclamation is, “go up to Jerusalem and build the house of the Lord.” (Ezra 1:3)


Oh, how the church has misunderstood the trumpet sound. I have all my Christian life heard the Jews were rebuilding the temple in Jerusalem and the sacrifices would be reinstated. I have thought if they are rebuilding the temple and it is taking this long, thirty-five years, I sure wouldn’t want them to build me a house. How slow is that! After thirty-five years you still can’t even see where they have broken ground to lay the foundation. Some who will read these lines have heard the same thing even longer than I have. Oh, but friend, God is building Himself a temple. He is calling us to go up to Jerusalem and build Him a place where He can presence Himself without contradiction. He is not calling us out as individuals but He is calling us out of our individuality into a corporate expression. We have been scattered and now He is bringing us together and knitting us together so that He can bring forth a full expression of Himself to creation. We have been in our individuality long enough and it is time for a coming together.


When I say our individuality I simply mean this time, where it seems we have been one person here and one there and every once in a great while we seem to bump into each other and have fellowship. Some have come out of the systems of men because they could no longer fellowship the garbage that was and is going on in the so called church. Some have separated themselves because they think they are so deep they can’t have fellowship with anyone other than those with the deep revelation. Some feel that because they have a personal relationship with the Father for themselves they don’t need anyone else. “Me and Jesus got it going on for ourselves.” I could go on and on with the reasons people have separated themselves from each other. But whatever the reason one thing will be true of all of us and that is the Father has been doing an inner work and has been transforming our lives. We have been in the rock quarry being chiseled on and shaped for our place in the temple He is building for Himself. Now we are seeing the Father bringing us together, not in the fashion we have seen in the past or the order of man but in the order of the Spirit.


The Lord took Ezekiel to a valley of dry bones. The bones were scattered all over the place and none were connected together. The description of the bones is “they were very dry.” (Ezk.37:2) The Lord caused Ezekiel to pass by them all and to get a good look at each of them. There were very many scattered all through this valley. Then the big question comes, “Can these bones live?” (Ezk.37:3) Ezekiel had seen the condition of these bones and wasn’t going to say yea or nay. He simply replied, “O Lord God, You know.” (Ezk.37:3) When we look around at the church today, while we can see much activity and much of that good, we still see the dryness of the bones. How dry have we become? How isolated have we become? Every little group is out doing its thing, building a little kingdom of its own. Oh yes, we see some of the big names on each others television shows helping each other build their own little kingdoms. They come up with new ways to raise money. Send in this amount and that amount because it has some spiritual meaning and you will be blessed in this area and that area. The law of this and the law of that and in order for you to activate these laws you have to send them money. I don’t want to dwell on this but can’t you see how dry the church has become? Can you see the bondage? 


Friend, the church is in captivity and has been for many years but there is a proclamation going forth in this hour and it is piercing the hearts of many to rise up and build God a dwelling place. Ezekiel was told to prophesy to the bones, “O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.” (Ezk.37:4) The Lord is now taking a people through the valley of dry bones and asking the same question, “Can these bones live?” As we look at the situation, if we would be honest, we would probably say no. How will God ever bring all this together? But friend, there is now a people arising into a realm in the Spirit that can see a heavenly pattern coming together that will form a habitation for God in the Spirit. Even though the pieces are scattered all over the world and it looks totally hopeless God is stirring the spirits of men and woman everywhere to rise up and go to Jerusalem to build the temple of the Lord.


Now I hope you are hearing me by the Spirit and not with your natural ears. If you don’t hear me by the Spirit you might want to pack your bags and head to the Middle East. Isn’t it funny how we can hear a real word from God, but turn it around to something in the natural? We hear something spiritual and make it carnal. It should be just the opposite. When we see something happening in the natural we should begin to see what is going on in the spiritual. When we see the natural Jews coming back to Israel, when we see them coming from the four corners of the earth we should immediately know God is bring His people together in the Spirit. The Father is drawing us from the four corners of the world and bringing us together for the purpose of being a place for Him to presence Himself in His full glory.


There is so much more to say and I must close this article for now. I can hear the questions and statements already coming forth and maybe I’ll answer some and maybe I won’t. I’m not sure anyone, at this point, can answer all the questions. We have never been this way before. But I do know at this time there is a people who are being stirred by the Spirit and they are passing through the valley of dry bones beholding how dry they are. We are beginning to see the true condition of the church. Oh, I know some will say, “I have seen this for years. You have stale manna. Give me something more.” Yes, you may have seen this for years but what have you done with it? I say this in love, all we have done with what we have seen is draw people out of the systems of religion and brought them into an open valley and left them there to dry out. We left them there with the idea they didn’t need anyone or anything. You don’t need this and you don’t need that. God lives in you and you can hear God for yourself and you don’t need anybody. You can get the deep revelation for yourself. Just pick up the Word and let God speak to you. So out they came. Out we came. There is just enough truth in some of those statements to make us think it is right. What has been the end result? Look around you and what do you see? You will see a valley of dry bones. Bones dried in the wilderness that never made it in to the reality of what the kingdom of God is all about. Now we have about us dry bones declaring we have no need of our Lord Jesus Christ. Now we have dry bones around us declaring we are a finished product and all we have to do is believe. Now we have dry bones around us declaring we were never sinners, it was all just an allusion, it was a lie of the devil, who they have told us doesn’t exist. Now that is a good one isn’t it? We have dry bones coming to us with all sorts of delusions claiming to have some new revelation from God. I have one thing to say to all of such nonsense, “HEAR THE WORD OF THE LORD, YOU DRY BONES.”


There is a proclamation going out through the land, “Come out of your captivity and go up to Jerusalem and build the house of the Lord.” I’m not talking about building an organization, another denomination or anything of the like. Oh no, I’m talking about building in the lives of the people of God. We are the house of the Lord. It is not the building or the programs; we are the house of God built together by the Spirit. It is time to rise up and invest into each other the life of the Father that is in us. It is time to speak the Word of the Lord into each others lives. Away with trying to out do each other with our revelation. There is now a people arising and coming together, bone to bone. They are being knit together to form a habitation of God, a place where our Lord Jesus Christ can stand up in our midst. He is standing up in our midst in His full glory, a glory that has never been seen before.


There is a prophetic people arising in the Spirit and they are standing in the midst of the dry bones. They have been beholding the condition of these dry bones and the Lord is now challenging them with the question, “Can these bones live?” Their only answer is, “O Lord God, You know.” (Ezk.37:3) How many times have we heard this proclamation? How many times have we seen what looked like the beginnings of the body coming together only to see it all fall apart and scatter into the valley that is already full of dry bones? Oh, but friend, can you feel that rumbling deep down in your spirit? Can you feel that shaking going on in your life? The Word of the Lord is ringing out across the land and bones are coming together in the Spirit and before it is all over a great army will arise and go forth and bring deliverance to all of creation. Yes, Lord!
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