THE VOICE OF MANY WATERS

RESTORATION AND BEYOND

CHAPTER 19

BROUGHT BACK


When we think about restoration the first thing that becomes apparent is restoration is the re-storing of something that was lost. It is a bringing back to a place that once was. When we apply this to our lives we realize restoration is God bringing mankind, not just us as individuals, back to the place where he fell from. When we think of the beyond we then realize not only is God bringing mankind back to where he fell from, but is now moving mankind into the reality of the kingdom of God for which man was destined in the first place. As we step into the pages of the book of Revelation we find the restoration is the beginning of this book and the beyond is the ending of the book.


I know some will object to this thought, but consider for a moment it is the church at Ephesus that finds itself with the opportunity to have access to the tree of life. They would have to overcome their religious habits and come back into a relationship with Jesus. They were positioned in the garden because of their born again, born from above experience, but they would have to pass through the flaming sword, which guarded the way to the tree of life. The first chapter reveals the church realm and the Lord standing in its midst; they are in the garden, but they have not eaten of the tree of life. They are the called-out ones, but they are not eating of the tree of life. They have come out of the world, but they have not yet eaten of the tree of life. Man, in a salvation experience, is brought back into the garden and has access to the trees of the garden, but access to the tree of life is only available when we overcome. There is life and fellowship with the Father in the garden, on a higher level than what Adam had outside the garden, but that doesn’t mean we are eating of the tree of life. It will take overcoming the religious ways of man to begin to eat of the tree of life.


As we open the pages of this marvelous book of Revelation we find the seven churches or the whole church is in Asia, which means, slime, mire and muddy. How interesting is that? The whole church is in a muddy condition. Mud is the mixture of water and dirt, Spirit and flesh. Even though man has been forgiven and has been called out of the world we find him in a condition of mixture; part Spirit and part flesh. Have you not found this to be true in your own life? When you first had your initial experience of forgiveness of your sins were you not still a mixture of Spirit and flesh? You were probably more flesh than Spirit, but none the less you were the mixture of both. Do you think at this point you were eating of the tree of life? 

Now I realize we are a work in progress, but at this point in our walk with God we are drinking the milk of the Word and we are not eating of the tree of life. We are growing and developing in the things of the Spirit, but we still haven’t begun to eat of the tree of life. Notice, the church at Ephesus was told if they overcome they would be able to eat of the tree of life. (Rev.2:7) The church at Pergamos was told if they would overcome they would be able to eat of the hidden manna. (Rev.2:17) Does this not tell us there are realms in God we will only have access to as we overcome? Does this not give us a clue to the fact there is something beyond the milk of the word, but we will never be able to eat of this meat of the word until we overcome? (Heb.5:12-14) When we come to the book of Revelation we are seeing things that go beyond the milk of the word. Even to the church of Ephesus, while they are being restored back into the garden, their experience is going beyond just restoration back to the garden and the tree of life. If they will overcome they will be positioned to be able to eat of the tree of life.

“I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen.” (Rev.1:18)

“These things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life.” (Rev.2:8)

There is such a powerful statement in these words, letting us know the position the Lord is speaking from. He is declaring eternal realities. He is speaking from a position of a work that cannot be undone and what He is declaring to us is this overcoming and eating of the tree of life and the hidden manna is partaking of a spiritual reality that cannot be undone in our lives. There is a place in God where we will no longer have anything to be dealt with and we won’t be walking in victory one day and the next be defeated. It is so hard for us to see ourselves or anyone else for that matter not having some issues to deal with. That is all we have ever known. Oh, but friend, there is a reality of the kingdom of God so working in us there is nothing but God in us.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. Now all things are of God.” (2Cor.5:17-18)

If we are truly in Christ then all the old has passed away and all things have become new. How glibly do people quote these verses and proclaim they are a new creation and then go out and live the same old way. They have the same habits they have had for ten, twenty, or thirty years or more. Oh, but they will be quick to tell you they are a new creation. Let’s face it we are still being conformed to His image; we haven’t made it completely yet. We are on our way, but we are still a work in progress. 

“Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.” (Jas.1:21)

“Ridding yourselves, therefore, of all that is vile and of the evil influences which prevail around you, welcome in a humble spirit the Message implanted within you, which is able to save your souls.” (Wey.)

This laying aside, ridding ourselves of the evil influences is the overcoming aspect of our walk in God. We have within us the tree of life, but we don’t have the access to it because of all the junk that is in the way. Maybe I should say we can’t seem to make the connection with the tree of life because of all the junk in our lives. We must press into the realities of the kingdom of God. There are aspects of our Christian life we just believe and receive, but there are other realities of the kingdom that don’t come just by believing. You will have to face the giants and drive them out of your land. It is only as you drive out the giants you can enjoy peace in the land. You can begin to partake of a permanent reality in the kingdom of God.

A HOUSE FOR THE LORD


When we first started this series of studies we started with the idea of being brought out of captivity and back into our own land where we would build a temple for the Lord. The decree of Cyrus was to build a temple for the Lord. God moved on a heathen king to allow the children of Israel to return to their own land and to build a place, a house for the Lord to dwell in. The very first thing we find in the book  of Exodus, after they get out of Egypt, is the Lord saying He wants them to build Him a tabernacle where He can dwell in the midst of His people. (Ex.25:8) When we come to the end of the Bible we find the whole result of all that has taken place is God finally has a place where He can live in the midst of His people. (Rev.21:3) It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to see what it is God is moving toward. God wants to live with His people, His family.


Now there are those precious souls who still believe the Jewish people will some day rebuild a temple for the Lord in Jerusalem. I hate to be the bearer of bad news, but that is not going to happen. First of all the site where the temple should be built is already occupied with a Muslim Temple and I doubt very seriously they will give that piece of property to their long time enemies the Jews. That Mosque to the Muslims is a sign of victory over Israel. It says to them, “We have taken your holy place and made it our own. We have taken away the one thing that even makes you a nation and sets you apart from everyone else; the presence of your God.” (Ex.33:13-16) The one thing that set Israel apart from all other nations was the presence of God. God lived in the midst of them. There was no other god and there is still no other god that lives with his people. All other gods are afar off somewhere and none has condescended to live with man. Oh, but glorious reality; our God lives not only with us, but in us. We are the temple God is building for Himself. He no longer lives in buildings made with hands. (Acts 7:48)


You and I are being liberated and we are being brought back to the place of our origin. We are being brought back to the garden from whence we came and we are being given access to the tree of life once again. Access comes as we overcome all of our religious efforts; as we lay aside all the outward influences and receive with meekness the engrafted word. We are a rock in the quarry that is being cut to size so that we can fit into the proper place in this holy temple God is building; the house from where He will declare His full glory. As long as we are a rock in the quarry, even if the Master Builder is done with us and we are all we can be; we will not be the fullest expression of God there is to be. We must be joined with others to become the house that will hold the fullest glory of God there is. Did you ever notice when the Tabernacle of Moses was finally put together even Moses couldn’t enter in? This man who had been on the mountain with God and came down the mountain glowing from the glory he had been in; this man could not stand in the glory of God that came upon the Tabernacle after it had been completely put together. Did you ever notice that when Solomon’s temple was finally finished that no one could stand in it as the glory of the Lord filled it? When they brought the Ark of the Covenant and set it in its place a glory cloud filled the house and no man was able to stand in that glory. The temple was finished and every stone was in its place before the ark was brought in and before the glory fill the house.


We are that house the Lord Jesus wants to dwell in and express Himself through. We individually are the house of the Lord and we corporately are the house of the Lord. Every stone will be a finished work; we all will be a finished work. There will be nothing left to do in us; we will be filled with the fullness of God. We will contain all the God that any one man or woman could contain. We will be so conformed to the image of Jesus people will not be able to tell the difference between us and Jesus. Jesus will still be the Lord of lords and the King of kings; His name will still be higher than any other, but we will look just like Him. It may be that others will mistakenly think we are Jesus and fall down to worship at our feet, but we will have to correct them and let them know we are just one of the brother’s with the testimony of Christ. (Rev.19:10, 22:8-9) At that point there will be nothing in us that wants to take any glory away from our precious Lord Jesus. Unlike what we see today as men strut their stuff and look for the praises of men. Friend, they have their glory.

NEW AND LIVING WAY


“Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, and having a High Priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.” (Heb.10:19-22)

So many read this portion of scripture and think they can just strut into the most holy place with their cocky attitude and just demand God to do this and that, but I’ve got news for you; you have never even caught a glimpse of the most holy place with that kind of an attitude. Most have the idea Jesus has opened the way and now we can just walk right in and sit down on the throne and begin to exercise the authority of God over the entire world. They want to use their assumed authority to get rid of all their problems, get a bigger house and a nicer car. They want to use their assumed authority to fill their bank accounts as they call in their financial blessings from the four corners of the earth. They will make you feel or try to at least, like a second class citizen if you don’t have all the luxuries this life can afford. Can I tell you, they have missed the whole point of this scripture?


Jesus has opened the way for us through the veil and He is the hope that is an anchor to our souls. (Heb.6:19-20) This hope is an expectation of something that has yet to become a reality in our lives. We hope for that we do not have. (Ro.8:24-25) This hope becomes a stabilizing factor in our lives as we press through all the situations and circumstances of life. This expectation will hold us firm in the midst of the storms of life. This expectation will cause us to begin to deal with areas in our lives that are not like Jesus. (1Jn.3:1-3) This expectation is not one that causes us to sit back and wait for some hocus-pocus, but rather it puts us in motion and we begin to move toward the expectation itself. Notice Paul didn’t tell the Hebrew believer’s to have boldness to sit under a tree and wait for the great hocus-pocus to take place. He said we are to have boldness to enter and to draw near. This speaks of action on our part. We have a new and living way, but that does not negate the action on our part, but it is speaking of us partaking of the life of Christ and standing up against and overcoming the flesh.


John declares, “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb.” (Rev.12:11) Then again he said, “If we walk in the light as He is in the light … the blood of His Son cleanses us from all sin.” (1Jn.1:7) Did you notice he said, “THEY OVERCAME?” Did you notice he said, “IF WE WALK?” This is all action on our part. It is action that comes because we are moved by the Spirit. This is not the religious works imposed upon us by religious men, but this is action birth out of the depths of our being by the Spirit of the living God.

BACK TO THE GARDEN


“And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.” (Lk.23:43)


“Even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” (Eph.2:5-6)


One of the thieves, as he hung on the cross, was told he would be with Jesus that very day in Paradise. He had asked the Lord to re-member him when He came into His kingdom. That was his way of repenting and having what we would call a death bed salvation experience. Paul tells us we are saved by grace and then seated with Christ in heavenly places. This being in Paradise or seated in heavenly places is coming back into the garden. You will remember the garden was a realm where there still had to be maintenance. Man was put in the garden to tend and keep it. (Gen.2:15) To tend and keep speaks of a life that has to be maintained. It would compare to the outer court and the holy place where there was always something to do to keep things going. Oh, friend, when you truly get into the most holy place there will be no tending and keeping; we will have been so changed the  life within us will be keeping us and we will do by nature the things that are contained in the law for the law will be written in our heart. We will have become the very expression of God and no longer are we just a vessel to contain God.


This garden is a wonderful place. This heavenly realm is full of trees that will sustain life and maintain life, but there is still a difference between these trees and the tree of life. We can explore this garden and eat of all its trees and experience the life we obtain from eating of them, but we must come to the tree of life if we are to partake of something eternal that will not fade away and the only way to the tree of life at this point is through the flaming sword.


There are so many things that are freely given to us as we come into the realm of the garden. Salvation is a free gift if we just believe. The baptism in the Holy Spirit is a free gift if we can believe for it. Healing is the free gift of God if we can believe for it and on and on we could go. When we come to the book of Revelation we begin to find there is a dimension in God that we just can’t believe for or confess our way into. I’m not doing away with believing and our confession, but there is a place in God where believing is a necessary part, but it won’t totally get you there by itself. Has it ever dawned on our hearts; Jesus did not say to any of the seven churches, “To him that believes will I grant to eat of the tree of life?” “He that believes will not be hurt by the second death.” I could go on with all the rest of the churches, but I think you get the point. Jesus did not say to him who believes, but to him who overcomes.

There is a popular teaching going around again, which simply put says, “When Jesus cried out on the cross, “It is finished,” at that point everything was done and now all we have to do is believe it is all done. Just believe you are a finished work and it is done. Just believe you are perfect in every sense of the word and it is done. Just believe and it is finished in your life; you are all you will ever be.” I have dealt with this thought before and I don’t want to spend the time dealing with it again, but consider for the moment how silly would the words of Jesus be if all we have to do is believe and He tells us to overcome? Someone is sure to say, “You have to overcome everything that keeps you from believing.” So, you still have to overcome! 


Friend, when we get to the point in our growth where we come to the day of the Lord, which is where the book of Revelation begins, we find we are no longer just being influenced by the life of God within us, but we are being changed into the very same thing. I have said it before and must say it again; the book of Revelation is dealing with eternal realities being worked into the very essence of our lives. We are no longer just passing through the wilderness, the place where God is seeing if we will be obedient or not (Deut.8:2). Now we have come to the boarders of the Promised Land where we have to drive out the giants of the land. We have to overcome. We cannot just keep things subdued and in check; we must drive out the giants, we must get rid of the cause, there must be a cutting at the root so that this thing cannot come back.


“It is God who arms me with strength, and makes my way perfect. He makes my feet like the feet of deer, and set me on my high places. He teaches my hands to make war, so that my arms can bend a bow of bronze. I have pursued my enemies and overtaken them; neither did I turn back again till they were destroyed. I have wounded them, so that they could not rise; they have fallen under my feet. Then I beat them as fine as the dust before the wind. I cast them out like dirt in the streets.” (Ps.18:32-34, 37-38, 42)


God’s intent has never been to just get us back to the garden. It was never God’s intent for man to stay in the garden and eat of the trees of the garden, but He wanted man to eat of the tree of life and begin to grow into a realm in the Spirit and mature to the place he could fellowship with God on His level. Man in the garden was not all God intended for him to ever be. Man was in an infantile stage, an unproven stage. Man was a living soul, but his destiny was and still is to become a life giving spirit. (1Cor.15:45-49) We have borne the image of the man of dust and we shall also bear the image of the man from heaven. We have been born of the flesh and we walked in the flesh and we displayed flesh. Oh, but glorious day when we were born of the Spirit and now we are spirit people and we are continually being changed into life giving spirit people. Those who can truly impart life to those they minister to. We become able ministers of the Spirit and not the letter. (2Cor.3:1-6)

MAN IN THE GARDEN


There must be birthed in us the understanding the garden was not the final destination of Adam and Eve; it was just the beginning point. As glorious as this beginning point was it is nothing in comparison to the end result of all God intended for man. Man in the garden had yet to be corrupted by sin and it is hard for us to relate to such a state of being. All we have ever known of life is this corrupted state. Even after having been through our Passover and Pentecost we still only know of a corrupted state of being. We are told, by those poor ignorant souls who know no better, this is all we have to look forward to until we get to that magical place in the sky called heaven. Oh, but when we get to heaven everything will be alright. All our sin will just disappear. All our carnality will just fade away. All our lust will lose its grip on us and we will be free from all the corruption that has bound us all these years. Heaven and the garden become one and the same for most of Christendom. Their destination becomes heaven or the garden. They see the state of Adam and Eve in the garden and presume that to be the highest man can hope for. Yet, I say to you, man in the garden was just at the starting point of the purpose of God and his destination in God.


The garden is by no means our destination. We must be brought back to the garden, but not as the place where we will abide forever. Man made, as it were, a detour from the purpose of God and God is bringing man back into alignment with His purpose. I understand that even this so called detour was all a part of the plan of God, but we will let that rest for now. The garden was the starting point and when man derailed from this point by disobedience God had made provision to put man back on the right track in Christ. The cross of Calvary took mankind and put him back on the right track and pointed him back in the direction of the purpose of God. At the cross man was brought back to the starting point of what God wants to do in mankind.


Some may object to the idea of being back in the garden or in the Paradise of God, but is it not true we have been raised into heavenly places in Christ? Are we not experiencing the moving of the Spirit in our lives? Could this not be the Lord walking in the garden in the cool of the day? (Gen.3:8) Do we not experience the presence of the Lord in our lives? Is this not what Adam and Eve tried to hide from after their sin? Were they not able to eat of the trees of the garden? Are we not able to partake of the powers of the age to come? (Heb.6:4-5) In all of this we may not be eating of the tree of life, but I do believe we can say we have come back into the garden of God. We may not be standing exactly where Adam stood in his innocence, but we do stand, for the first time in our lives, in a position to be able to choose between obedience to God or sin.


Oh, I know our minds will race with objections because of the battles we have in this earth realm. “If this is paradise then I have missed something,” will be the cry of the objectors. At first glance I would whole heartedly agree with them. Just a few moments of looking around our little world, with all its sickness and disease; with all its corruption and death, who in their right mind would say, "This is Paradise?" Is there anyone who lives in a mortal body who does not groan for a release from this body of death? Is there a man or woman who does not long for the glorious liberty of the children of God? Is there any among us, young or old, who does not experience the aches and pains of this old mortal body? You ask me, “How can you say we are in the Paradise of God?” I’m glad you asked that.


I realize Adam did not know the aches and pains of death we now experience; death had not yet come into this world, sin had not yet made its début. So in this sense we do not know what it is like to be in the Paradise of God. We have all felt the ravages of sin in our lives and at this point Adam and Eve knew nothing about such things. You and I will never know what it means to have never been affected by sin. We came into this world born in sin. We have from our first breath been under the influence of sin and death and in this sense we will never be in the position that Adam and Eve were in. Yet, while it is true you and I will never know what it means to have never been affected by sin and death; that does not mean you and I will never know what it means to be free from sin and death, from sickness and disease. What it does mean is that you and I have never realized the full potential of the heavenly realm we have been translated into.


“Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.” (2Tim.1:9-10)


“This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil, where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having become High Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.” (Heb.6:19-20)


“Who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen.” (1Tim.6:16)


We have, over the years, developed a concept of the garden and made it our goal. The garden has become our place of attainment and Adam in the garden our desired haven. The truth remains; Adam in the garden was neither incorruptible nor immortal. Adam in the garden could have live a thousand years and he still would not have been immortal. He could have lived two, three or even more thousands of years and still he would not have been immortal. He could have lived thousands of years and still he would not have been incorruptible. He could have eaten of all the trees of the garden; he could have stayed in the spirit of the day and had fellowship with God for many thousands of years, but he would not have been incorruptible or immortal. He still would have had to eat of the tree of life, which was in the midst of the garden. As good as all the other trees were they could not give eternal life. Adam had to eat of the tree of life before he could know eternal life and even for Adam there would have to be an overcoming before he could eat of the tree of life.


Someone is sure to say, “There was nothing in the garden to overcome. There was no sin and death, just the glory of God.” Sin and death may not have as yet come on the scene, but there was an influence that had to be overcome; the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and the subtle serpent. You see overcoming doesn’t always mean it is some evil desire you have or some sin you need to get the victory over. Jesus had never sinned and yet He had to overcome every temptation known to man. There was no corrupt desire in Jesus, yet He had to overcome every corrupt desire known to man. Adam and Eve had no evil desires within them. They came from the hand of God; clothed with the glory of God, but they still had an earthy side to them and there was still something yet to be done in them. They were not in the full glory of God; they were yet to be conformed to the full image of God. Just as a new born babe from its mother’s womb has yet to develop into a mature adult and must be trained to walk this life out; so this first specimen of humanity stood there clothed with the glory of God yet undeveloped in the nature of God.


It was God who put the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the midst of the garden with the tree of life. “For creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope. “ (Ro.8:20) God knew that this man would take and eat of the tree He had told him would be the cause of death. There was something different about this tree of the knowledge of good and evil. It had a characteristic that was different from all the other trees of the garden. It had a characteristic that was different even from the tree of life. This tree of the knowledge of good and evil had the ability to do something that the other trees could not do. This tree could do something, as far as the scriptures tell us, even the tree of life couldn’t do; it could make us wise. This tree reached into the being of the woman; it reached into her dust side, her earthiness and created a desire for something she knew would cause death, but the desire overpowered her and she ate.


Notice how the scripture describes this tree of the knowledge of good and evil. “A tree desirable to make one wise.” (Gen.3:8) No other tree is described as desirable not even the tree of life. One would think God would have made the tree of life the tree that was desirable. One would think God would have made the tree of life the most beautiful tree in the entire garden and yet He didn’t. I would have thought God would have been quick to take man right to the tree of life and tell him to eat and yet He didn’t. The tree of life was just as ordinary as any other tree in the garden; it was pleasant to look at and good for food and buried in its ordinariness was the ability to give eternal life. No other tree has a name other than the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. These are the only two trees we know by name, the rest are just the trees of the garden. Oh, now the words of the old prophet come ringing down through the corridors of time, “He has no form or comeliness; and when we see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire Him.” (Isa.53:2) As Isaiah describes our precious Lord Jesus; the One who we see as so beautiful and so wonderful, he tells us there is nothing in the natural make up of the man that will attract us to Him. There is nothing in His flesh that will create a desire in us for Him. He is not a tree that is desired and yet He is the tree of life and He alone has the ability to give eternal life.


How unlike this is the thinking of the church in all its worldliness? Jesus was not a Hollywood hunk. He was not extraordinarily good looking and He was not ugly; He was ordinary. If you saw Him in a crowd He wouldn’t stand out above everyone else. Yet, the church world today wants to make the gospel attractive so people will be drawn to it because of its beauty. So they give it a make over with all the promises of prosperity and riches. They sound like some merchant selling his wares as they entice unbelievers to come and get saved. Hear the words of Peter.


“By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words … for when they speak great swelling words of emptiness, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through lewdness, the ones who have actually escaped from those who live in error.” (2Pt.2:3, 18)

Is this not what happened in the garden in the first place? The serpent spoke great swell words and promised Adam and Eve freedom when in fact what seemed like freedom was bondage. Does not the world today tell us they don’t want this Jesus we so love because it will bring them into bondage when in fact He would liberate them from all their bondages?


Oh, this garden is just the beginning place for God to fulfill His purpose in us, which is to develop us into His very image and likeness. Many will tell us we are already in the image and likeness of God and the devil has lied to us and we have believed the lie that we are not. May I make one slight observation? While man was made in the image and the likeness of God (Gen.1:27), it is also stated, “The man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil.” (Gen.3:22) You can’t become something you already are! These are not the words of the devil convincing us of a lie; this is the word coming from God Himself concerning our condition. While man was made in the image and likeness of God, he also became like God in the aspect of knowing good and evil. This simply shows us even though we are made in the likeness of God there are still areas of development to come into the full stature of God.


What we call our Passover experience and what we call our Pentecost experience are steps of growth on a staircase that leads into the fullness of God. In Passover we experience a cleansing and separation from the world. We are forgiven of all our sins past and we stand white as snow in the presence of God. We may not realize it at the time, but we are washed white as snow and we stand in a new realm in the Spirit and I believe we stand in this garden of God. The thief on the cross was told he would be with Jesus in paradise that day. The thief was forgiven and knew what we call salvation. Oh, but he was a long way from the fullness of God.


Pentecost is yet another step in the staircase bringing us closer to our destination. Pentecost is the releasing of the power of God from within us whereby we can become martyrs. Pentecost is the release of the power of God, which enables us to deal with the cause of our problems and not just the fruit of the problems. The axe is laid to the root. It is the dealing with the roots, the source, the cause of our problems that will bring us into the full image of God. We will not come into the full image of God unless we overcome. Jesus didn’t say to any of the seven churches in Asia, “If you will just see yourselves as a finished work your problems will go away.” He did say, “To him who overcomes.” The very word overcome implies there is an obstacle in our path that would hinder our progress into the fullness of God and we have to deal with this problem before we can move on. Let’s go on to perfection. Let’s quit trying to avoid the problem by confessing it away; by saying we are a finished work or any of the other things we can come up with. Hey, deal with it and be done with it! There is something on the other side of that flaming sword so much greater it won’t take long for you to forget the battle and enjoy the glory.

To be continued……………………………
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