THE VOICE OF MANY WATERS

RESTORATION AND BEYOND

PART 2

THE STIRRING


“The Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation…Then the heads of the fathers’ houses of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and the Levites, with all whose spirits God had moved (stirred up - mar.), arose to go up and build the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem.” (Ezra 1:1+5)


“For it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.” (Phil.2:13)


One of the meanings for the word stir is, “to rouse as from sleep or indifference.” As we begin to consider this restoration we find ourselves in; we are faced with the realization we have fallen asleep or we have become indifferent in our walk with God. No one likes to think of themselves in such a way but the truth is still there. If we need to be stirred then it is because we need to be roused out of our current position. We have grown comfortable with the way things are and have become at ease in Zion. (Amos 6:1) Oh, but there is the cry of a proclamation ringing through out the land and it is disrupting our comfort zone.


“Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Now five were wise, and five were foolish. Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept. And at midnight a cry was heard; “Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!” Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps, and the foolish said to the wise, “Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” But the wise answered, saying, “No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell and buy for yourselves.” And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut. Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, “Lord, Lord, open to us!” But he answered and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, I don’t know you.” Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.” (Mt.25:1-13)


These were ten virgins, which means they were all pure and undefiled by man. They all went out at the original call to meet the bridegroom and while the bridegroom was delayed they all fell asleep. Now comes the second call at midnight that rouses them from their sleep and they rose up and trimmed their lamps. It was while they were trimming their lamps the foolish realized they didn’t have very much oil in their lamps and they hadn’t brought any extra. They turned to the wise virgins and saw they had plenty of oil and they said, “Give us some of your oil, we are about to run out.” The wise virgins tell them, “We can’t give you some of ours; it won’t carry us all through the night. You will have to go and buy some for yourselves.” The bridegroom comes and those who were ready go with him to the wedding and here is the sad reality, the door was closed behind them. When the foolish virgins finally show up the door is closed and they are not allowed to enter. They cry out to the bridegroom and his reply is simply, “I don’t know you.”


What was it that made the difference? Some had oil and the others did not. Even though the five foolish virgins went and purchased some more oil they were still unable to enter into the wedding. We have to realize there is timing in God, “every man in his own order.” (1Cor.15:23) There are seasons when there is an open door of opportunity and if we are to enter in to an intimacy with our Lord then we must do so when the door is open. There will be a time when the season ends and those who are ready will go in but the rest will not be able to enter into that realm.

QUALIFIED?


Listen my friend, by the time you get this paper it will be the year 2007. I believe this year there is an open door for us to enter into the realities of the kingdom of God as we have never known before. There has been and still is a proclamation ringing out to go up and build the house of the Lord. The proclamation is sounding out far and wide and there is a great stirring of expectancy in the land. There is an excitement in the hearts of many people in this hour as the proclamation is disrupting our norm. There is a rumbling deep within us and while we may not know exactly what to do with it or even what to do at all, there is still expectancy in us of something great about to happen. But it will be those who are ready who will be allowed entrance into that realm of intimacy. How serious are these times? I know there are many who believe that we will all end up in the same place together, the same position and relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ but it is time we wake up and realize there are places in God some people will never experience because they were not prepared for it. They thought that because they were saved and filled with the Holy Ghost that automatically qualified them for all there is in God. Hear what Paul has to say on such thoughts.


“But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.” (1Cor.9:27)


Moses is a man who can tell you about being disqualified. All of the great things that had been done through the hand of Moses and still we find the children of Israel fighting against him. They were in Kadesh and there was no water there and the people rose up against Moses and Aaron. (Num.20:1-13) When the people rose up against them, Moses and Aaron left the presence of the assembly, got before the Lord and fell on their faces and the glory of the Lord appeared to them. Out of the glory the Lord speaks to Moses and tells him to speak to the rock and it will bring forth water. So Moses and Aaron gather the people together and Moses begins to rebuke them and while he is rebuking them he loses control of his temper and smites the rock twice. The rock brings forth water and the children of Israel are satisfied but Moses just got disqualified from going into the Promised Land.


Oh friend, don’t you see how sensitive we need to be to the Spirit of the living God? The farther we move with God the narrower the road gets. He will not wink at your ignorance any longer. He will not allow you to get by with things you used to get by with. The dealings of the Lord are not getting easier as we go but they are getting harder and harder. Now I say harder and harder but it gets harder for those who are resisting the dealings. Hear what the wise man had to say.


“Good understanding gains favor, but the way of the unfaithful is hard.” (Prov.13:15)


“But the path of the just is like the shining sun, that shines ever brighter unto the perfect day.” (Prov.4:18)


If we resist the dealing of God in our lives things get harder and harder. Jesus told Paul, “It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” (Acts 9:5) The dealings of God get harder and harder if we fight against them but if we will learn to be trained by them the path gets brighter and brighter unto the perfect day. That doesn’t mean God is not digging up more things in our lives but it is just easier for us to flow with Him in the midst of it all. God is using a fine toothed comb to go through our lives to rid us of all that is not like Him. He will have a people without a spot, without a wrinkle, without a blemish or any such thing. (Eph.5:27) It may look like some people are able to get away with doing certain things that you can’t even begin to think about but trust me they are not getting away with anything. They will find themselves disqualified from the high calling in Christ Jesus.


I say this with all the love I can. Those of you, who think you can just skip through this time and it will be alright, think again. If you think you can hang on to your habits, think again. If you think you can cling to your attitudes and feelings, think again. If you think that just because you have “deep knowledge” that qualifies you for the high calling, think again. Do I need to get more specific? If you think you can continue to smoke and dip and still go into the most holy place because you have some so called “deeper knowledge,” you had better think again. If you think you can continue to cuss and fuss and somehow make it into the high calling of God because you had some experience of some sort, you had better think again. If you think you can continue to drink and get you a little buzz going on and still sit with Jesus on His throne, you had better think again. Do you think you can hold on to your bitterness and hatred and still walk in the fullness of God? Do you think you can still have a heart full of lust and greed and stand in the full glory of God? Does the blood of Jesus somehow do some magical trick and God cannot see you are a whited sepulcher full of dead men’s bones? Why would God even deal with us if somewhere along the line He is just going to overlook the junk that is in our lives that is not like Him?


“Go through, Go through the gates! Prepare the way for the people; Build up the highway! Take out the stones, lift up a banner (standard) for the peoples!” (Isa.62:10)

God is raising up a standard for all people to see. It is a holy standard. It is a pure standard. The world has seen the mixture of the church long enough and now is the time for a people to enter into the full glory of God and be a demonstration of all God is. We should be that out-raying of the glory of God in this earth. We will not be carrying all of our dirty laundry with us when we enter into the most holy place. Oh yes, I can hear those who say, “We enter in by the blood of the Lamb and not by our merit.” It is true we can come boldly to the throne of grace by the blood of the Lamb but friend; there is an aspect of the throne that you cannot come into unless you overcome as He overcame. Yes, we can come into His presence because of what Jesus has done and we can’t add a thing to that but there are realms in God you will not enter into unless you take hold of the blood of Jesus and apply it to your life and rise above all the filth and corruption of this world and walk in His life. Let’s go back and take a look at what happened to Moses.


Notice that when the children of Israel came against Moses it says he went out from the presence of the assembly to the door of the tabernacle of meeting and fell on his face. (Num.20:6) Moses didn’t retaliate against the children of Israel; he went and got before God to hear what He had to say. The scripture goes on to say, “And the glory of God appeared to them.” Then the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron and told them what to do. Then went back out to face the assembly and Moses began to rebuke them and in the midst of his rebuke he lost his temper and smote the rock instead of speaking to it. God still honored Moses by letting the water come out of the rock but Moses was disqualified from going into the Promised Land. God still blessed the people with water but He would not let Moses go into the very thing He had promised to bring the children of Israel into.


It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to see Moses was unable to experience the Promised Land simply because he lost his temper. There was something Moses was unable to experience, unable to walk in because he lost his temper. There was a realm in God that Moses missed out on because he lost his temper. Can’t you see when we don’t overcome this flesh of ours it keeps us from entering into realms of the glory of God? Do you want to miss walking in the full glory of God just for a moment of fleshly pleasure? Will you allow your cigarettes to keep you from walking in the full glory of God? Will you allow your drinking to keep you from the full glory of God? Will you allow your bitterness to keep you from the full glory of God? How about your resentment, your hatred, your bad attitudes? How about your lust, your greed, your desire for pleasure and anything else I could go on to name? How short will you sell yourself? What is it you will give up the glory of God for?


Oh yes, we all want the glory of God to fill our lives but we don’t want to have to pay the price for the glory. We want to believe it will one day just overtake us and zippo bango there it is, we are walking in the glory of God. We want to just wake up one day there we are, we are sitting on the throne of God with Jesus ruling the nations. Friend, it won’t happen. Haven’t you told yourself that one day this habit, this attitude will just fall off and you will be free from it? How many years ago was that? Has it happened yet? Haven’t you told yourself that one day Jesus will take care of all of that, in His time, and still you have the same problems you had a year ago, five years ago, ten years ago? When will we wake up and realize we are going to have to rise up and overcome these problems because they are not just going to fall off and go away. Don’t you know that the children of Israel didn’t just camp on the boarders of the Promised Land and wait for the inhabitants to pack up and leave? They had to drive them out. I don’t want to be-labor the point but we had better wake up and realize the time we are in. We have crossed the threshold into a new day and the next couple of years we are going to see a people come into a glory the likes of which has never been seen before. We have seen glimpses of it in the past in one person here and one person there but we are going to see a body of people, who will cover the earth as the waters cover the sea, walking in the glory of God, doing great exploits.

PAYING THE PRICE

The five foolish virgins began to see they didn’t have enough oil to keep their lamps burning and asked the five wise to give them some of their oil. The five wise said they couldn’t do it lest there wasn’t enough for all of them to make it through the night. The five wise make a statement that can be puzzling if we don’t understand it. Listen. “Go to those who sell and buy for yourselves.” (Mt.25:9) We know that the oil is symbolic of the anointing. Now there is an anointing for service and there is an anointing that is mingled into our lives. The anointing for service are those times when out of the blue the anointing hits for a special purpose. You may be talking to someone and all of a sudden the anointing comes and you begin to speak into that person’s life things you know didn’t come from anything you have learned or thought of. The anointing for service comes at times without warning, so to speak, and you do things that you ordinarily couldn’t do. You may be going to a service and maybe you have been arguing with your spouse all the way there but when you get into the service the Spirit moves on you and you begin to prophesy and declare the Word of the Lord. You may call someone out of the crowd and declare things about them you have no way of knowing. It may be direction for their lives or encouragement about a situation but the Spirit just moves on you and you are anointed to do whatever it is the Lord wants you to do. Once that anointing lifts you find yourself right back where you left off, arguing with your spouse.


We find that kind of anointing in the life of Saul. When Samuel was getting old the children of Israel asked him to anoint a king to rule over them. Samuel warned the people what would happen if they had a king ruling over them, how he would use them for his own personal purposes and gain and they still wanted a king. Samuel went to the Lord and repeated everything the people had said and the Lord told him to heed their voice. (1Sam.8) The Lord told Samuel He was sending him a man to anoint to be king and the next day Samuel sees Saul coming into the city where he was. Saul had been out looking for his father’s donkeys and was about to give up when his servant told him that a prophet was in the city and they should go to see if he could help them before they went home, so they did. Saul and Samuel spend the day together and Saul stays the night. The next day Samuel anoints Saul to be king and tells him that certain things will happen on his way home. Now it gets interesting.


Saul was in the land of Zuph when he came to the city where Samuel was. (1Sam.9:5) The word Zuph means, overflow. Saul was anointed by Samuel in the land of overflow and if you will study out the life of Saul you will find that Saul never went into battle without a multitude of people. He never faced the enemy alone. He always had to have someone with him. Why? Because he was anointed for service out of the overflow of the people around him. When Samuel poured out the oil on Saul’s head it came out of a flask. A flask is a man made object. Saul was not God’s choice, as such, he was desired by the people and God gave them what they asked for. Saul’s kingship was born out of the desire of man and not God.


When Samuel anointed Saul the Spirit of the Lord did not come upon him at that moment. Samuel told Saul to head on home and he told Saul that certain things would happen on the way. The one thing I want you to notice is that the Spirit of the Lord did not fall on Saul until he came into contact with some prophets who were coming down from a high place with instruments of praise and they were prophesying. Here were some men who had been in a high place with God and they were praising the Lord and prophesying and out of the overflow the Spirit of God falls on Saul and he starts prophesying with them. This is an anointing for service.


There was another occasion when Saul was pursuing David trying to kill him and he found out that David was with Samuel in Naioth of Ramah. (1Sam.19:19-24) Saul sends messengers to take David and when the messengers saw the prophets standing with Samuel prophesying, the messengers began to prophesy with them. This happened three times and Saul finally decided to go himself. As he began to go the Spirit of the Lord fell on him and he prophesied all the way to Naioth. When he got there he stripped off his clothes and lay on the ground in front of Samuel and prophesied. He lay there all day and night. Once again the overflow got on him and he acted like a prophet. Now remember his heart was full of murder for David and he was on his way to take David and kill him. Yet, when the overflow hit him, he looked like most church folk; he fell out and began to prophesy with the prophets and people began to question, “Is Saul also among the prophets?” An anointing for service or we could say an anointing that comes from someone else’s overflow is what Saul had.


On another occasion Saul makes an interesting statement when Samuel is questioning him about his disobedience. “Saul said, “When I saw that the people were scattered from me.” Things didn’t look like they were going according to plan and the people were leaving Saul there by himself to face the enemy alone, he felt he had to do something. He made an offering to the Lord that he wasn’t suppose to. Samuel told him he had been disobedience and now the kingdom was going to be taken from him and given to someone after God’s own heart. Saul saw the people leaving and he knew he had to have the overflow of those around him to be successful and so he moved out of the will of God and became disqualified to be king. The anointing for service comes and we can do great things but when it lifts we find we are the same people we were before the anointing fell on us. Even though the scriptures tell us, “So it was, when he turned his back to go from Samuel, that God gave him another heart.” (1Sam.10:9) Saul was never really changed. When we find ourselves in the midst of an overflow from someone else we do find we act like someone totally different but when that overflow is gone, we are right back to the same old carnal person that we were before. This is the anointing for service.


When we look at the anointing on David’s life we find a totally different story. Read 1 Samuel 16. Samuel had been mourning over Saul and the Lord asked him, “How long will you mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel?” The Lord tells Samuel to get a horn of oil and go to the house of Jessie “for I have provided Myself a king among his sons.” (1Sam.16:1) Notice the difference? Saul was the choice of the people who wanted to be like all the other kingdoms around them but David was God’s choice. David was the man who would satisfy the heart of God.


When Samuel anointed David he didn’t use a man made flask he used a horn of oil. The horn speaks of a life that had to be laid down so the horn could be filled with oil. A ram had to die to surrender its horn to be used to carry the anointing oil. There is an anointing that will only become apart of our lives as we lie down and die so that we can carry such an anointing. Jesus had to die so that we could receive such an anointing but we have to die so that we can have that anointing become apart of our lives. This is not man’s choosing, it is God’s.


When Samuel went to Jessie’s house, Jessie brought all of his sons but David. David was just a boy and surely Samuel would not anoint him to be king so don’t worry with inviting him. The other sons paraded before Samuel and even Samuel saw the first son and thought within himself this must be the one. The Lord had to rebuke Samuel and tell him, “Do not look at his appearance or his physical stature, because I have refused him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” (1Sam.16:7) Samuel went through all of Jessie’s sons and not one of them was the right one. Samuel ask if this is all of his sons and Jessie tells him there is one more out keeping sheep. David wasn’t even considered worthy to invite. Samuel told Jessie to go and get him. When David shows up the Lord tells Samuel this is the one. (1Sam.16:12)


You have to keep in mind all of David’s brothers have just been rejected from being king. Can you imagine how they felt? They were not in the best mood I’m sure. Now here comes little brother and the prophet says, “This is the one.” What? Our little brother king, this can’t be right. How could he be king? He is just a snotty nosed little kid. Yet, Samuel anointed him in the midst of his brothers. (1Sam16:13) Here is the secret between an anointing for service and an anointing in our life. David was anointed in the midst of his brothers who were not there cheering him on. They were probably filled with jealousy, anger and hatred because they had just been passed over and now David, their little brother, was chosen instead. There in the middle of an adverse situation the Spirit of the Lord came on David and was with him the rest of his life. David didn’t receive his anointing in the middle of a great meeting of the prophets as they were coming out of a high place in God. He received it in the midst of adversity. No, David didn’t always do everything right, but he was anointed and the anointing was mingled in his life not just on him for service.


Friend, if you want to see the anointing mingled into your life you will have to pay the price. You will have to buy oil. You will have to lay down your life so you can carry such an anointing. The more of your life that is laid down the more oil you can carry. This is the day to empty out ourselves of ourselves so that the Lord can fill us to the full. This is not the time for life as usual. The usual will not get us through this time. We will need the extra oil. We must trim our lamps but a trimmed lamp will not burn unless you have the oil to go with it. A trimmed lamp with no oil will only smoke up the house.


“I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.” (Rev.3:18)


The Lord is instructing the church of Laodicia to buy gold that they may truly be rich. White garments so that they may truly be clothed. Eye salve so that they may truly see. The Laodician church thought that because they were increased in the natural they were rich. They had all the natural blessings anyone could ask for and counted that as God’s approval on their lives. They thought because they were good moral church going people that God surely had to approve of them. They were faithful to be in church every Sunday and Wednesday. They paid their tithes faithfully. They considered themselves righteous and supposed that God did too. They thought they could see because they had the latest revelation. They had all the tapes and received all the writings of those they deemed as spiritual and they knew all the terminology; so certainly they could see. Oh, but friend, God saw them in a different light. Yes, they were covered by the blood of Jesus and God looked through the blood and imputed to them the righteousness of God but the Laodician church was standing on the verge of a realm in God that no one had been in before. The revelation of Jesus to them was, “the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God.”

A NEW CREATION


“The Beginning of the creation of God.” Do we fathom the truth of this statement? Laodicia was a church that had grown comfortable with the blessings of God. They had the natural blessings and thought they didn’t need anything else. They didn’t realize their true condition, their spiritual condition. They had so focused on the natural they completely missed the spiritual. They allowed the natural blessing to lull them to sleep. They were content to have their bills paid and still have an abundance of money left over. They were content to go to church and listen to more deep revelation. They were content to live a good moral life and look good on the outside to everyone around them. They were content to be used in the gifts of the Spirit now and again. It made them feel spiritual to prophesy over someone or to have a vision of some sort. They didn’t have to press for these things. They could stay in their comfort zone and not be taxed too hard to do anything else.


Oh, but they stood on the threshold of a whole new realm in God and couldn’t really even see it. There was opening before them the fullness of the kingdom of God and they were content to sit where they were. We don’t have time in this article to go very far into this but when Jesus ascended back to the Father; He opened a whole new realm to mankind that had never existed before. Jesus was the Firstborn into this realm in God. Jesus, the man, stepped into a realm in God that no man had gone into before and now He had opened the way for the rest of mankind to enter. Some how along the way we get satisfied with all the other things, which are good things, but they are not the destiny that God has for us. The Father has so much more for us and this is the hour to press into all that He has. He is transforming us into His own likeness, not just a little here and a little there but into the fullness of Himself. We are to become all that He is. All the old is to pass away, not as a faith statement but in reality, and all things are to become new, all things are to be Him. No more of us but only Jesus and us in Him. Oh, how glibly we make the statement that we are a new creation and all the while the only thing people can see in us is all our garbage. How we pacify ourselves with such statements, declaring who we think we are in Christ and the whole time our lives wreak with the stench of dead men’s bones. What was it that kept Moses and Aaron out of the Promised Land? Listen to what God said to them.


“Then the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not believe Me, to hallow Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land which I have given them.” (Num.20:12)


The New Living Translation reads this way, “Because you did not trust Me enough to demonstrate My holiness to the people of Israel.” We are living in serious times and we need to shake ourselves out of the dust and rise into the fullness of God. Friend, life as usual won’t do in this time. We must respond to the knock of the Lord at our door (Rev.3:20) into the reality of the creation of God. We must become the demonstration of God’s holiness or we won’t go in either. You might be able to see the land but if you don’t begin to demonstrate the holiness of God you won’t go in to experience the fullness of the land. I don’t want just the revelation of the fullness of God; I want the reality of His fullness in me. The reality is there and we can have it but we will have to pay the price and buy the oil for ourselves. If we don’t the door will be closed and friend, you won’t be able to enter in. He rebukes us because He loves us and His desire is for us to live in His face. (Ho.6:1-3) He wants to raise us up but before He can He has to deal with the areas in our lives that can’t stand before Him. 

Let go of those things you have been wrestling with for so many years. Lay aside the weight and the sin which so easily besets you (Heb.12:1-2) and receive the engrafted word which is able to save your souls. (Jas.1:21) We have an incorruptible word abiding in us and we just need to lay aside all the influences around us and allow that word to swallow us up. Allow that word to give you the strength to overcome whatever it is you face. Be zealous and repent. Rise up sons, rise up, this is your day!

To be continued………………………………......
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