THE VOICE OF MANY WATERS

RESTORATION AND BEYOND

CHAPTER 20

BEYOND THE GARDEN


“The Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put the man whom He had formed. And out of the ground the Lord God made every tree grow that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Gen.2:8-9, 15-17)


The garden; is this not the state of utopia? Is this not the state, the ultimate pinnacle man can hope for? Absolutely not! This paradise garden was the starting point for God’s man. It was from this point man would begin his journey into the fullness of God. There was a knowing in the depths of this mans being he was destined to be in the complete image of God. This man, who came from the hand of God and was in the image of God had a knowing he was to be more than a living soul, but was to become a life giving spirit. He would be a life giving spirit in a physical body. Man was to be the physical expression of an invisible God in a physical world. We might say it this way; man was to be the manifestation of God to the physical world.


The starting point for this man was a garden also called paradise. It was in this garden man would be developed from a living soul into a life giving spirit. The trees of the garden were the places where this man would be exercised in the things of the spirit. These were the points of contact with the powers of an age to come. Adam and Eve could taste of the age to come by eating of these trees of the garden. Oh, but there was a tree that could carry them beyond the garden and into eternal realities; the tree of life.


Man, as he strolled through the garden, could experience great and wonderful things, but until he ate of the tree of life he would never know what it was to be incorruptible or immortal. He could walk in the presence of God and bask in the glory of God. He knew what it was to be breathed upon by God; to have the breath of God awaken him from just being in the dust realm to knowing the glory of God. Man knew what it was to hear the voice of God walking through his garden in the Spirit of the day and to be able to fellowship with God freely. Man could speak and nature the very animals God would bring to him and they became what he called them. Life was so uncomplicated.


While man could speak the very nature into the animals God brought him, there was still no creature quite like man himself. Man had no one to fellowship with on his level. God saw it was not good for man to be alone so He took out of the substance of the man and created one like the man. God created a help meet, a helper comparable to Adam. There was not a single creature that was comparable to Adam in all of creation. God formed the animals from the dust just like He did with Adam, but God never breathed into the animals as He did with Adam. Adam spoke into the animals the very nature of each one, but God never breathed into them like He did with Adam. Adam spoke and his breath, which was now a combination of the breath of God and the dust of the earth, was breathed into the animals and they became whatever Adam declared them to be. Yet, with all of this there was nothing quite like man.


God saw it was not good for man to be alone. Man needed, in all the glory that he was walking in, man needed a help meet, one comparable to himself. Has the thought ever crossed your mind? Did you ever consider that man in this place in God needed one comparable to himself? It has never even dawned in the mind of most Christians; Adam in his unfallen state had need of someone else. We can quickly see it would take more than just the outer things to meet this need. It had to be one made of his own substance. One that was in his likeness. It would take one that came out of the essence of himself that he could relate to and express himself to. One who could understand the depths of his being as he shared his inner most feelings and thoughts. One who could experience and feel the very same things he was experiencing and feeling. Ah, out of the depths of Adam’s being God removed a chamber and formed one like Adam himself and brought her to Adam and he natured her by calling her woman. When Adam spoke and named woman he breathed out the essence of himself into one who had been formed from the essence of who he was and she became woman.


It is true Adam spoke into the animals and natured them. It is true they were taken from the dust of the ground just as Adam was, but they were not the combination of God’s breath and the dust of the ground. The animals were a combination of the dust of the ground and Adam’s breath, which was the mixture of God’s breath and the dust of the ground. Eve was taken from the very essence of Adam and when Adam named her he first said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.” (Gen.2:23) He could not say that of any of the animals that God brought to him. The animals were all taken from the dust of the ground and only Eve had been taken from the depths of his being. She had been taken from the very frame work of who Adam was. Only Eve could satisfy the need in Adam. Only Eve could be the help meet Adam needed.


Now we understand when we talk of Adam and Eve, man and woman, it is painting a picture of man and Christ. Paul begins to give a discourse on marriage and the proper relationship of a man and woman to each other. Then at the end of this discourse he makes the statement. “This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church.” (Eph.5:32) When God created man there was a longing in His heart for a relationship with one who was of the same kind as Himself. God longed for one He could share His heart with; those deep inner feelings and thoughts. As God created the heavens and the earth there was no one found comparable, no help meet. So He decided to make man in His own image and likeness. Before He framed the ages He determined to have a corporate man in whom He could fully express Himself and to whom He could freely express Himself.


Man would pass through each stage of development as God; the heavenly Father would tenderly nurture His man into the full image of Himself. Just from the little bit of a glimpse we get from the life of Jesus as He was a boy we can see this nurturing and care. We find scriptures saying, “The Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him.” (Lk.2:40) “And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.” (Lk.2:52) Such scriptures let us know Jesus had a fellowship with His heavenly Father even in His youth. By the age of twelve Jesus understood things even the teachers in the temple didn’t as He confounded them with His understanding of our heavenly Father.


Did Adam have to fall? Was it a necessary part of his growth in God? I think not! God knew this first Adam would fall, but the necessity of his fall was not there. Jesus didn’t have to fall in order to attain to the highest place of fellowship with the Father. He instead grew in stature and wisdom with His Father. How our finite minds struggle with understand an infinite God! God made provision for the fall before man was ever created. Man could have walked through the garden without falling and could have grown into the full image of God, but he didn’t. Adam would still have to have been tried before he would have reached the full image of God, but he could have walked this out without falling. Jesus did it!


Now here is the difference. Adam was formed of the dust and breathed upon by the Father and he became a living soul. Jesus was born of the Father and clothed with dust, born of a woman and He was a life giving spirit. We come into this world born of the dust. Adam was of the earth earthy and Jesus was of the heavenly. We are becoming the heavenly more and more as we walk with God. When Jesus told Nicodemus he had to be born again He was telling him he had to become of the heavenly to see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus was born of the flesh, the dust and was dust. He had to have another birth into the heavenlies, born of the spirit to become spirit. The kingdom of God is not a fleshly kingdom; it is a spiritual kingdom and to be a part of this kingdom you will have to be born of the spirit.


Here are your two trees; the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and the tree of life. To eat of the one is to be born of the flesh and to eat of the other is to be born of the Spirit. Even Adam in the garden would have to have been born of the Spirit and not just breathed upon. When we were born again it was so much more than just an experience. To call it an experience is to demean its value, but our earthy language doesn’t seem to be able to express the true nature of what really happened to us. We were born of God! The very nature and substance of God was implanted within our spirit and we have received the tree of life into the very substance of our being. We are born of an incorruptible word and not just moved upon by the Spirit. Now we find ourselves trying to reach this tree of life, which is resident within the midst of our garden. “To him that overcomes will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.” (Rev.2:7) “Ridding yourselves, therefore, of all that is vile and of the evil influences which prevail around you, welcome in a humble spirit the Message implanted within you, which is able to save your souls.” (Jas.1:21 Wey.) “So throw all spoiled virtue and cancerous evil in the garbage. In simple humility, let our gardener, God, landscape; you with the Word, making a salvation-garden of your life.” (The Message)

BECOMING THE GARDEN


“A garden enclosed is my sister, my spouse, a spring shut up, a fountain sealed. Your plants are an orchard of pomegranates with pleasant fruits, fragrant henna with spikenard, spikenard and saffron, calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of frankincense, myrrh and aloes, with all the chief spices. A fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, and streams from Lebanon.” (SS.4:12-16)


Here we are described as garden, but a garden enclosed. The Beloved describes the Shulamite woman in very flowery words, if I can say it that way. Oh, the beauty which He sees in her goes so far beyond any other woman he has ever seen. Even the symbolism he uses falls short of really describing her properly. But she is a garden enclosed or in other words she is a garden that is walled in and no one can partake of the beauty and glory of what she really is. The glory that resides within her is just overwhelming even to the Beloved. The Shulamite woman has a knowing, a sensing of what is really within her even though she may not be able to put it into words and her longing is to be able to fellowship with her Beloved in the realm of the glory within.


Oh, is there not something within each apprehended one that tells us of a glory resident within, which is so far beyond anything we have ever imagined? Do you not feel the limitations in your ability to fellowship with God on a level beyond where you now stand? Is there not a longing within, which rumbles with desire to break forth into an unrestricted place of fellowship with our Lord Jesus Christ in such ways as defies the boundaries of the human imagination? This is the cry of the Shulamite woman as the Spirit makes known to her the reality of the glory within her. “Let my beloved come to his garden and eat its pleasant fruits.” (SS.4:16) This is the cry of the Beloved as He yearns for an intimacy beyond even the boundaries of what the Shulamite woman understands. “Awake, O north wind, and come, O south! Blow upon my garden that its spices may flow out.” (SS.4:16)


I know some will say this is the Shulamite woman speaking, asking for a release of the glory from within, but I see it as the longing cry of our Lord Jesus Christ for the life within us to be released so He can bring us to the place we can fellowship with Him on His level. Away with the childish traditions the church has played with in its attempt to contact God. Away with the rituals man has made believing this makes them closer to God. Oh God, deliver us from the spiritual facades, which give an appearance of spirituality in the eyes of man and bring us into the reality of fellowship with You.


The Beloved has just been describing this one He loves so much; she is the fairest among all the women of the kingdom. His heart longs for her more than all else. It is from this desire that He makes the cry, “Awake, O north wind and blow upon My garden.” He knows the harsh cold north winds must come if ever the fragrance of His garden is to be manifested. He sees into the depths of her being and the beauty of who she really is. Just as Jesus stood on the mount of transfiguration and His true beauty began to be seen by Peter, James and John; so it is with this one. The Beloved can see past the vessel and can see the beauty of her being buried underneath a veil of flesh. “Come, O north wind and blow upon My garden.” It is only then the things which hinder the expression of her beauty will be able to be manifested. Only then will others really be able to smell the true fragrance of who she is.


This cold harsh north wind must come. It is this north wind which will kill the little varmints that would destroy the fair buds of spring. In the barren season when the life of the trees has withdrawn itself until the warm winds of spring return is when the harsh, chilling winds come out of the north to kill all that would hinder this garden from coming forth in all its glory. The cold winters are what kill all the bugs of the season, which the gardeners had battled with to keep from losing their gardens completely. If it doesn’t get cold enough the pest from the previous season will still be there next season plus a new season of pest. “Come, O north wind and blow upon My garden,” is the cry of a loving Gardener who knows what it will take to rid His garden from every enemy. This loving Gardener sees past all the cries of the garden to stop this harsh wind. “Build a wall of protection to keep out this cold, cold wind,” is the cry of the garden that only sees the present phase of its growth. Oh, but the Gardener can see past all of this and behold the pleasant fruits that will come forth unmarred by the pestilence of tomorrow. He can see plants that have roots, which have pushed down deep to find the hidden waters. He can see plants that have grown strong in the face of adversity and can withstand all that would come its way. Even though He would love to just wrap Himself around His garden and never let any unpleasant thing touch it, He knows what must take place for His garden to grow to its fullest potential. “Come, O north wind and blow upon My garden.”


“Come. O south wind and blow upon My garden.” The wise Gardener knows you just can’t have the cold north wind all the time. There cannot be only death. Death there must be, but there must be a resurrection also. Ah, the warm healing winds of the south come and stir up the life within once again. The life never really left; it just withdrew itself for the season. It is just for a season, but it will return and when it does there will be more fruit than there was before.

The glory of the Christ, which dwells within us, is so far beyond anything we have ever imagined our minds just cannot fathom such a glory. Yet, this glory is shut up within us and as of yet has found no full expression. Oh yes, we have had a little flash of glory here and there, but we have yet to see the fullness of this glorious Christ expressed in any but our Lord Jesus Christ. We have been like John; we have been able to see the book, but we can’t read what is in it and there has been the groan within us, the weeping to see this book unsealed. The cry issues out of us “Let our Beloved come to His garden and eat its pleasant fruits.” (S.S.4:16) The longing for a greater depth of fellowship, for a greater intimacy is overwhelming and yet there is nothing we can do for He must break the seals to bring the release of His life from within us.


I don’t want to leave the impression we should just sit under our olive tree and do nothing while we wait for Jesus to come along and wave His magic wand and change us into the sons of God. Oh no! We have our part and that part is to behold Him. John was told to behold the Lion from the tribe of Judah, which had prevailed to open the book. (Rev.5:5) When John looked he saw a Lamb as though it had been slain having the seven spirits of God. (Rev5:6) Paul tells us we are changed from glory to glory. (2Cor.3:18) Such simplicity and yet how we miss the simple things and struggle to make it more complicated than it really is. We just need to behold Him. We are to behold His glory; we are to see the Lion, which has prevailed and when we look we will see the Lamb as though it was slain having the fullness of God. Can you not see the balance? We seem to run from one extreme to the other. We focus on death, death, death, or we focus on the glory to the extent we exclude any thing that has to do with death. It will take both the north wind and the south wind to bring forth the fullness of the glory of God in our lives. We are a garden enclosed and the desire of the Father is to bring forth what is in the garden to all of creation. We must go beyond the garden. We must go beyond our little circle, our little world and flow out to all of creation. The life within us is for more than solving our problems or bring peace to our lives. There must be a flowing out of us to the four corners of creation. “Now a river went out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it parted and became four riverheads.” (Gen.2:10)

Now there is a land called Eden and with in this land there is a garden. The garden is on the eastside of Eden and there is a river in Eden, which flows to the garden and waters the garden. Out of the depths of our being flows a river and its first purpose is to water the garden of our soul. There first must be a watering of our own soul before the river can flow out of us to the rest of creation. Jesus told the Samaritan woman who came to draw water from the well, “Whoever drinks of this water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.” (Jn.4:14)


The Samaritans were a mixture of Gentile and Jew, which is why the Jews would have nothing to do with them. When we live in a realm of mixture it is hard for us to grasp the reality of living free from any sort of mixture. Oh, This Samaritan woman just couldn’t understand living in a realm where you never get thirsty. A place where she would never have to come and draw water out of this well of Jacob again. How marvelous would that be? She could drink of this living water and it would become a well springing up within her. Nor would she need something from the outside to bring her satisfaction; she would be satisfied from within. She would never thirst again. To be satisfied and to never sense any need or any lack that would cause her to search for something from without in order to quench that thirsting, that longing. Now, from within her comes a river that waters her whole garden and she no longer needs the outward forms and ceremonies in an attempt to water her garden. She no longer needs to go preach or prophesy somewhere in order to feel fulfilled. Her river comes from within and she thirst no more. This river, the Christ within her is more than enough for her. She has found a relationship with the Jesus that lives within her that satisfies her every longing.

Now, lest someone think they can become an island to themselves, this does not do away with the corporate expression of Christ, which only comes as we have fellowship with our brothers and sisters. God saw Adam in the garden, in all the glory that he had and said it was not good for man to be alone. God made man a helper, one comparable to him. God’s design is not for individuals, but for a corporate body. The individuals will walk in the fullness of God as individuals, but the fullest expression of God can only come as these individuals are put together as a corporate body.

This is our first reality; realizing we have the life of Christ dwelling within us and if we can overcome all the religious forms and ceremonies, if we can overcome the evil influences around us and receive with meekness the engrafted word we can find this river that flows into our garden springing up and becoming a well, a fountain within us and we will never have to thirst again. This river that dwells within us, this river that waters our garden is first and foremost to bring us to the place where we are the garden described by the Beloved in the Song of Solomon. It is to do its work within us and change us and keep us. We are to find our sufficiency from this river, this fountain within us. This is Christ in you the hope of glory.

“So he said to me, “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” (Rev.7:14-17)

Dear friend, not every born again person will stand before the throne of God; not every born again person will sit with Jesus on the Father’s throne. There are places in God that every born again person has access to. There are realities in the Spirit that every born again person has the ability to experience, but there are realms in God that you have to qualify for. I know this is not the popular teaching even in the ranks of those who call themselves sons of God or kingdom people, but the truth remains; there are places in God we cannot attain to unless we qualify for them. Listen to the words of Paul.

“But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become DISQUALIFIED.” (1Cor.9:27)

Disqualified! What a sobering word that is. Paul says you can be one who preaches the depths of the word and yet become disqualified. “Oh brother, it is all done and all we have to do is believe it. Jesus has died for us and we don’t have to die. Jesus has suffered for us and we don’t have to suffer.” Such are the remarks of those standing in line to hear the dreadful words, “Disqualified!” Something in humanity just doesn’t hear about having to apply ourselves to the truth of God’s word. We want to have the blessings poured out on us free of charge. Count the cost has become an archaic word. (Lk.14:25-33) Everything in God is supposed to be free. Yet, it takes a moment of honest looking into the Word to realize there are some things in the kingdom of God that just don’t come as freebees. There are qualifications in order to walk in certain realities of the kingdom. “To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life.” (Rev.2:7) Before a person has access to the tree of life they have to qualify by overcoming. No overcoming, no tree of life.  How simple is that?

Those that John saw coming out of great tribulation are before the throne of God and serve Him day and night in His temple. These people did not just go through great tribulation; everybody goes through tribulation, but these people did something while they were in the midst of great tribulation; they washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb and made them white. It’s not a matter of going through tribulation or not going through tribulation, but it is what are you doing in the midst of the tribulation? These who came out of great tribulation were learning to tap into the river within them and come into the reality of the kingdom of God. They were allowing the life of God within them to wash away the flesh that was spotting their garments; the blood of the Lamb was cleansing them from all the things that kept them from being able to stand before the throne. Rather than complaining how hard this Christian life is and of all the problems they had in their lives they dug deep within and touched the Christ within them and overcame the problems.

“And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them.” (Rev.7:15)
He has always been there, but they were not aware of His presence. Now because they have dealt with the problems by getting hold of the life of the Lamb they know His presence continually. They are not asking, “What would Jesus do if He were here?” They know His presence continually and they are in fellowship with Him at all times, day and night. If we can but realize it is the flesh that keeps us from realizing His presence in our lives continually, how quickly would we deal with those areas? If you have ever walked in His presence for but a moment then you know, at least in a measure, the glory of the kingdom of God. It is in this realm that no sickness or disease can dwell. It is in this realm where no sin can abide. It is in this realm where death comes to a stand still. It is in the kingdom of God where the curse is reversed; there is no more curse. (Rev.22:3)

“They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore.” (Rev.7:16)
Oh, such a place in the Spirit; this place where we have no desire for anything but God. I know we say we only have a desire for God, but then if we will listen to ourselves we can hear a faint sound coming forth and in that sound there is the desire for this or that. We may not be captivated with things, but the desire for ministry and gifts; the desire for power and authority. Even though we think we have pure motives for such things it will take the Spirit searching the thoughts and intents of our heart to show us how pure our motives are. But here is a place where we are satisfied; satisfied with God. This is a place where we need no extras; just the presence of God. When we are satisfied with something then we have no desire for anything else and we will not be looking or searching for anything else. If you find a man and a woman who are satisfied with each other and don’t need anything else in their relationship to make them happy you will find a marriage that won’t end in divorce. You will find a relationship where one won’t cheat on the other. They are in love with each other and their relationship satisfies them. Oh, that God’s people would find this relationship with God. Satisfied with God! What a place of rest.

Have you ever noticed how children at play are always running here and there; first playing with this toy and then that toy? The TV is on and toys are all over the place and you had better not put any of it up because they will certainly notice and begin to fuss they were playing with it or watching it. They run from one thing to the next never staying with one thing very long. They get bored with the first thing and run to the next until they have made the full circle. I have seen people like that in the church. They run from one doctrine to the next; they run from one fellowship to the next; they major on one gift and then on to the next. It makes no difference what it is I might name; it could be ministry or whatever nothing seems to satisfy the hunger they have within. Oh, but when we can find His life within us what satisfaction comes. The necessity of having to do something is gone. We will be doing something, but it will not be what brings satisfaction into our lives; it will be the result of our relationship with the Father as He lives in us.

“The sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters.” (Rev.7:16)
The pull of the world will be gone. The world will not be able to produce a desire in us for anything because we have found the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne who is dwelling in the midst of us. In the garden the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was able to produce a desire in Eve and she gave into the desire. When we are following the Lamb to rivers of living water and we are drinking from those rivers the things of this world will no longer be able to create a desire in us. This may not be the best illustration, but if you are eating a well grilled steak somebody with a McDonald’s hamburger is not going to create a desire in you for that hamburger. When we really taste and see that the Lord is good there will be nothing in this present kosmos that will create a desire in you.

“And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” (Rev.7:17)

I have pointed this out before, but it bears repeating; the word tears speaks of an inner turmoil, which cannot not be expressed. We find this drinking of the living waters that the Lamb leads us to will wipe away all the inner turmoil from within us and we will find satisfaction in the Lamb. We drink of the water He gives and it becomes a well, a fountain within us that springs up into the life of the ages. This well, this fountain will water the garden of our soul until it is filled with the fullness of God, which can no longer be contained and it will flow out of us as a mighty river and everywhere the river flows it will bring life.

“And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and the Lamb. In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. There shall be no night there; they need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever.” (Rev.22:1-5)

A pure river, clear as crystal. When we drink from the water that the Lamb brings us to it has the ability to purge us from all uncleanness. It has the ability to cleanse our souls from all the contamination of the world and brings us into the life of the ages. It is also establishing the authority of God in our lives, the throne. His life within us will bring us into the proper order, the kingdom of God. He will truly be King and Lord of our lives, not just in word, but in deed. Then will the cry from the throne be, “Behold, I make all things new.” (Rev.21:5) He has made everything new in us and the river of life that flows out of us will make all things new wherever it goes.

There is so much more, but I must close for now. Let me close with this thought, “They need no lamp nor the light of the sun, for the Lamb gives them light.” We will no longer be a people who need something external to live. We will have learned to walk by the water that flows in our garden. While we will still walk in this earth we will not need to draw anything from this earthly realm to make us happy, to entertain us or to satisfy us in anyway. The reality of Jesus Christ will saturate our entire being and He will be our all in all. He will have the preeminence in our lives.
To be continued…………………….
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