THE VOICE OF MANY WATERS

RESTORATION AND BEYOND

PART 25

BEYOND THE ADAMIC


“And so it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being.” The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.” (1Cor.15:45)


“The first man was of the earth, made of dust; the second Man is the Lord from heaven. As the man of dust, so also are those who are made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are heavenly. And as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man.” (1Cor.15:47-49)

I marvel at times at those who long to return to that garden of old. Those who desire to return to man’s first estate. They sit and speculate as to the glory of man in that pristine garden. Their minds speculate as to walking free of all the pollutions, which we have known and still know in our lives. We certainly understand the longing to be free from the bondages of this life; the sins that still ensnare us, the attitudes that over run us as times, the feelings that move us, not to mention the physical aches and pains, and the diseases that have plagued us! Oh, is it any wonder so many sit with a gleam in their eye and dream of the sweet by and by. Creation is groaning; we, the saints of the most high God are groaning to be fully released from these bodies of death. Is it any wonder people see death as a welcome relief from this life? Is it any wonder some embrace death as their friend?


Yet, everybody has a picture of what this release from the bondage of corruption will be like. Everyone has speculated and has their own favorite scriptures to prove their point, but can I tell you there is only One who has known the reality of such? His name is Jesus! There is none other who stands in the unapproachable light of God’s glory! There is none other who has immortality! (1Tim.6:16) Jesus alone knows the reality of the right hand of God! Jesus alone knows the reality of sitting with the Father on His throne in all His glory.


Now for those who would be offended by such, let me ask you a simple question. Does not the fact you were offended by a statement of any kind tell you, you have not arrived into the reality of God’s very throne? As long as you have any form of sickness, you have not arrived into the reality of sitting with God on His throne. As long as the aging process is taking its toll in your life, then you have not come into the reality of standing in the unapproachable light of the presence of Jesus.


You may have had a flash of lightening that has come from that very throne (Rev.4:5), but as for now the reality of such escapes you. It escapes us all! While it escapes us all we still press toward the mark for the prize of such a high and holy calling. We continue to receive flashes of lightning, revelations of the life of the throne. We become like Peter when he saw Jesus as the Christ. He had a revelation from the Father of who Jesus was only to turn and oppose the very purpose of God a few verses later. (Mt.16:13-23) He saw the lightning, but because of his frame of mind it turned into thunder, a word which is not understandable; it just becomes a rumble in our being. Oh, but thank God there is also voices, a clear word, which comes from the throne. This very word pierces our very being and moves us to the realities of the flashes of lightning and the rumble of the thunder.


Unfortunately most, as Peter, will take the lightning and try to interpret it from a mind filled with the reasoning of men. (Mt.16:23) When we do this we find ourselves actually opposing the very purpose of God. We take and interpret the revelation of Jesus from the carnal mind to serve our own purpose and the revelation simply becomes thunder or a word which we are unable to understand. (Jn.12:29)


Jesus had just finished telling how a grain of wheat had to fall into the ground and die or it would remain the same. (Jn.12:24) While we understand this to apply to Jesus’ death and resurrection; Jesus applies this same truth to us when He said, “He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.” (Jn.12:25) There will be no change in our lives until we are willing to die to the self-life. We will never overcome the beast within us until we “love not our lives to the death.” (Rev.12:11)


There is a mentality that must be developed within us, which says, “I am willing to lay down my life for the purpose of God.” The purpose of God is not always about what our ministry is or what we are doing. The purpose of God includes the very life we live. The purpose of God is for us to overcome all things and be the very out-raying of the glory of God.


“Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? “Father, save Me from this hour?” But for this purpose I came to this hour. Father, glorify Your name.” Then a voice came from heaven.” (Jn12:27-28)

In the whole of this story about the grain of wheat Jesus is talking about His crucifixion. (Jn.12:33) If you will note the attitude of Jesus, His mental frame of mind, you will see there was a struggle going on, but you will also see His surrender to the purpose of God.


“Now My soul is troubled.” (Jn.12:27) Jesus understood what was about to happen and there was a troubling in His soul. I’m sure if we came to know we were to be whipped and beat and then nailed to a cross, there would be a troubling in our soul. How troubled we get over much less. As the Father begins to pierce our being with His word there is a troubling in our soul. As the very incorruptible seed, which dwells within our spirit, begins to speak into our soul there is a troubling. We love to talk about all the promises to those who overcome, but when the process of overcoming begins there is a troubling in our soul. We love to speculate about the coming glory and all the mighty demonstrations of God’s power that will be displayed, but when it comes to the weaving of God’s nature and character into the fibers of our being; there is a troubling in our soul. Oh, but hear the words of Jesus! Hear His frame of mind.


“What shall I say? Father, save Me from this hour?” (Jn.12:27)

The pen cannot properly share the expression of this statement. Yet, I perceive this to be one of, “You’re not serious are you?” Jesus follows up this question with the word, “But for this purpose I came to this hour. Father, glorify Your name.” Jesus knew this was the very purpose of God. It takes this troubling of the soul and overcoming the adversity to release the fullness of life within. The whole purpose of our lives is to glorify the Father. How is it we would shy away from the very thing that will produce the life of God in us and glorify the Father? Except a corn of wheat die, it remains the same. There is no other way. You can’t get around it!


Now understand your purpose is not to die, but to glorify the Father. This death is only the means to the end. Most never get past hearing the death part and they don’t hear the life part. You will remember when Peter had his revelation of Jesus being the Christ. (Mt.16:13-20) When Peter blurted out, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God,” (Mt.16:16) Jesus begins to tell how upon the rock of that revelation He would build a victorious church, right on the heels of this victorious church Jesus begins to talk about going to Jerusalem and being crucified and then being raised on the third day.


Now Peter is all up in arms and he takes Jesus aside and rebukes Him saying, “Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You.” (Mt.16:22) All Peter heard from Jesus was, “crucified.” Peter never heard about the resurrection. His mind rejected the idea of death. His mind was filled with carnal speculations about this victorious church, about having the keys of the kingdom and being able to bind and loose and this dying stuff just didn’t fit in with such thoughts. Peter envisioned Jesus as a natural king doing all the wonderful things He had already seen Jesus do. How could Jesus slip into some idea about having to die?


The rebuke of Jesus lets us know how Peter’s mind was working when He said, “You are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men.” (Mt.16:23) Peter’s mind was not full of the things of God. He was not thinking about spiritual things. His mind was full of the things of men. His mind was so full of carnal thinking it blocked out hearing about being raised the third day.


How much is our mind filled with carnal thoughts about the victorious kingdom of God? Do we just hear about this victorious church, an overcoming people and then shut down if someone begins to talk about what it will take to become that church, those victorious people? We can listen to all the promises to the overcomers and without the working of the cross in our lives we will never see the reality of such promises. Without a death there can be no resurrection!


Jesus makes this very plain statement to the rest of the disciples. This statement should leave no doubt in our minds as to what it will take to become the reality of this victorious, overcoming people.


“Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.” (Mt.16:24-27)

Denying self and taking up our cross; who wants to hear about that? “Jesus died for us so we don’t have to die. Jesus suffered for us so we don’t have to suffer,” is the cry from those who will never see the reality of God’s glory become the very substance of their lives. “Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it remains the same.”


There was a story told some years ago of how some scientists had gone into the pyramids of a certain pharaoh and they found some corn in containers that had been put there for the pharaoh to take with him into the after life. This corn had been there some two-thousand years or so and had never produced anything; they had remained individual grains. The scientist decided to try an experiment and planted some of the corn and sure enough, even after such a long period of time the corn began to grow until it produced a full ear of corn. For two-thousand years that corn set on a shelf and never produced anything because it had not died and the life which it contained could not be freed to grow. “Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it remains the same.”


Dear friend, it is not hearing all of the promises to those who overcome; it’s not hearing of all the glories to come. It’s not just having a revelation of Jesus and seeing Him in His full gory. It is not just hearing a message about dying to self and the articulation of all the details that may include; it is “falling into the ground and dying” that produces change in us. Listen to how Paul says it.


“Foolish one, what you sow is not made alive unless it dies.” (1Cor.15:36)

The truth will still stand no matter how you try to get around it. You can create all sorts of new theology and teaching, but the truth will still stand. You can excuse yourself and tell yourself you are just human and God doesn’t expect such a high standard from us, but in the end the words will ring out, “Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it remains the same.”


“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.” If we desire to come into the glory of the unapproachable light, into the reality of the throne of God, there is no other way. If we desire to walk in the fullness of God and know the reality of His right hand, there is no other way. We could say it a thousand different ways, but the truth will still be the same; “Except a corn of wheat fall to the ground and die, it remains the same.”


“Then I took the little book out of the angel’s hand and ate it, and it was sweet as honey in my mouth. But when I had eaten it, my stomach became bitter.” (Rev.10:10)


“But when I swallowed it, my stomach was in torture.” (Ferrar Fenton)

“My stomach became bitter.” The root word for bitter means to pierce. The word can’t just be in our mouth, but it must pierce the very depths of our being. The incorruptible seed, which has been planted in our spirit, has to pierce into the womb of our soul. It is this piercing into our soul that becomes, as it were, a torture. As this word begins the changing process within us it seems to be more of a torture than something glorious. It is only as we see the end result can we rejoice in the midst of the dying aspect of this process.


God breathed on our spirit and we were born from above; we were born of the Spirit. The very substance of God mingles with our spirit and we became one with Him. Once we were a living soul, but now we are a life giving spirit in the making. I say in the making because the fullness of the Spirit, which dwells in us, has yet to find its full expression.


God breathed on the substance of Himself, which was already in us and spirit met with Spirit and a conception of Spirit took place and a new creation man was birthed within us. This new creation man is now breathing from within us and the wind of His breath is blowing through our soul and the life of this breath is swallowing up our soul and will even swallow up our bodies. Life will swallow up mortality. (2Cor.5:4) We will be changed in the atoms of our being. (1Cor.15:52) People have missed the real meaning of this scripture of being changed and not just taken away. Paul was not talking about a rapture of the saints, but he was talking about being changed in the very make up of our bodies. The word moment comes from the Greek word atomos. It doesn’t take a very long look to realize this is the word we get our English word atom from. This has nothing to do with going somewhere, but it has everything to do with being changed into that which is incorruptible and immortal. No more will we bear the image of the first Adam. No more will we bear the image of the earthy. No more will we be dust balls breathed upon by the Spirit of God, but now God has, just as He did with Mary, overshadowed that portion of Himself within us and this heavenly conception, this life giving Spirit is swallowing us up till there is nothing left of our earthiness. Oh, glorious day!


“Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless.” (2Pt.3:14)


“And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.” (1Jn.3:3)


For those who think this will just happen, let me ask you; how long has it been since you began to believe it would just happen and how much has really changed? Now I know the rebuttal of those who would say they had been through denying themselves and there was no change then either. That may be so, as we have all wrestled with areas in our lives for years and it seems there was no change. Let me suggest the war is not won in one battle. Oh, but don’t be duped by those who have wearied with the battle and have turned an ear to a deceptive word, which would tell you to just become passive and just believe you are already perfect and there is nothing left to be done in your life. If, perchance you do happen see something in your life that is not really like Christ, just deny it is so and confess your perfection in Christ. Just declare “who you are” in Christ.


Friend, I will not take the time to deal with all the nonsense I have heard in the recent years that simply comes from people who have grown tired of the battle. Let me say you will see and hear more and more of this as we see this age come to a close and a people come forth in the fullness of the Spirit. The devil, our adversary seeks to devour those who would become the full grown sons, the manchild, in an attempt to keep them from coming forth into fullness. In the weariness of the battle he has convinced some to just lie back passively and wait for some hocus-pocus to happen. How many will never reach the prize of the high calling simply because they quit pressing?


I remember an incident from when I was in High School and I was on the track team. It was the final race of the season and I wanted first place so bad I could taste it. I ran the half-mile, the 440 and all season I had been coming in third. I didn’t want third place this time; I wanted first place. It was a big meet and there was a crowd there. We lined up and the gun went off and I took off like a bolt of lightning. I would usually just blend in with the pack and let someone else take the lead and then would work my way to the front, but not this time; I was going all the way. We had to run two laps around the track and by the end of the first lap I had a very large lead on the rest of the group. I can remember it as if it was yesterday; I was coming into the last curve and I knew I had (or thought I had) a pretty big lead on the rest of the group and the thought came to me, “You can ease up now, your just about to win. You have got this in the bag.” I can remember coming into that curve and beginning to let up my pace and as I rounded that curve and could see the finish line no more than a hundred yards away and thought to myself, “self you have got this one.” The crowd was screaming and yelling my name, which was a real switch. I was not among the popular people in those days. I looked like I was going to be a hero that day. But about a third of the way my legs cramped and I wasn’t even sure I would make it the rest of the way. Needless to say the rest of the group ran past me as I struggled to walk across the finish line. I didn’t win that day; I didn’t get the prize of a gold medal, but I did learn an important lesson; don’t stop pressing. Just because we are not far from the finish line, we can’t stop pressing. Don’t stop pressing, keep up your momentum and the Spirit will carry you through to the prize. Run the race looking to Jesus!


It seems when I talk of doing something the first reaction from the passive crowd is, “You are tying to add your own efforts to the finished work of the cross.” How is it if someone suggest there is a part we play in this great unfolding plan of God, people want to say we are trying to add to what Jesus has done? Especially if it is suggested we have some part in overcoming those areas in our lives that are not conformed to the image of the Son. Oh, now when it comes to the miracles, signs and wonders we want to be sure everyone knows it was through our ministry or our prayers such things happened. But when we can’t defeat the enemies in our lives, well, that has to be God and we don’t have anything to do with that. Saints of God, it is time for a wake up call!


“Awake, awake! Put on your strength, O Zion; O Jerusalem, the holy city! For the uncircumcised and the unclean shall no longer come to you. Shake yourself from the dust, arise; sit down, O Jerusalem! Loose yourself from the bonds of your neck, O captive daughter of Zion! (Isa.52:1-2)

Beloved, we are not adding to what Jesus has done, but we are using what He has given. Before Jesus was crucified, He told His disciples He was leaving and going to the Father, but He was not going to leave them as orphans; He would send the Comforter. This Comforter was not just going to be with them, but He would also be in them and they would receive power to be witnesses. As He sat with them at what is called the last supper, He is telling them He is going to inject into their lives something, Someone, who will enable them to do what needs to be done in their lives. Jesus said, “We (Jesus and the Father) will come to him (speaking of us) and make Our home with him.” (Jn.14:23) Jesus was basically telling the disciples and us He was changing His position. He was walking along side with them, but He and the Father were going to come and live in them. The very life of the Father and Son would be injected into them and would be the very power they needed to live the very same kind of life Jesus had demonstrated for them. Yes Lord!


If someone gave me a car so I could drive to town instead of walking; would I be adding to what they did if I drove the car to town? I think not! I would simply be using what they had given me to accomplish what needed to be done. Now I could sit at home and complain about not being able to get to town and declare that the person who gave me the car would have to come and drive me to town. Guess what? I would probably never get to town! Guess what? You will never know the realities promised to the overcomers while you sit there excusing your defeat saying, “God has to do it.”


Now let’s suppose someone gave you a car and you were so happy, but when it came time to go to town you tried your best to walk to town, but it was just too far and you couldn’t do it. You failed to get there. You may try for years and you may do a little better at times than at other times, but you never got to town. You may have even done better than all your neighbors, but you never reached town. Really your in a bigger mess because now you have to walk back home and your already worn out from your attempt to get to town. You finally get back home and what do you do? You just give up trying. You’re so discouraged you even give up believing God ever meant for you to go to town. You’re not called to go to town. Others might be, but not you. You change your theology and begin to create one that will pacify you. “God will have to do it,” becomes your new slogan as you sit back and relax in Zion.


You now spend your time at home and admire your car. You talk to your friends about your car and everyone is excited about your car. They may have even gotten a car themselves. So the whole neighborhood sits around and talks about the cars that have been received. Everybody knows that one day they will get in the car and it will take them to town. You even get in the car and as that new car aroma fills your sense of smell, ah, you speculate as to how wonderful it will be when this car takes you to town. One day this car will take you to sights as of now unseen.


You sit in the seat with your hands on the steering wheel and as you wiggle the steering wheel back and forth; you imagine yourself driving down those long country roads to town. You can almost feel the breeze blowing through your hair. You can envision yourself on the open road, traveling to the big cities. It seems there is no place you won’t be able to go and see. But alas you are still in the driveway dreaming, speculating and the reality escapes you.


Oh, then comes the day you put the key into the ignition and actually start the car and hear the sound of that mighty engine roar. You put your foot to the accelerator and rev that engine up just a little and hear the sound of power like you have never heard before. It almost scares you that you are in a machine so powerful. All your friends come and sit in the car with you and you go sit in their cars and rev your engines. My, what a time we are having. We begin to dance around the cars as we hear such power and can feel the shake from that mighty engine. You might say we are having ourselves a good ole Pentecostal time. But alas we are still in the driveway saying, “God has to do it.”


You have learned all you can about the car. You can describe every inch of beauty of the car. You can tell of its power and anything else you might think of, but you are still in the driveway. You have never been to town. You have never really experienced the ability of the car other than to feel it shake you as you rev the engine in the driveway and you try to pacify yourself with that until the great hocus-pocus takes place. Friends, I have bad news; you will never know anything but your driveway until you learn to put the car in gear and drive it. You will never see town until you take what was given you and drive to town.


Friend, you and I have been given the very life of God. It has been planted in the very depths of our being. We have been given the means to overcome all things even as Jesus has overcome all things, but have yet to learn how to walk in this life. We are now in the process of learning to walk in this life of God and there will probably be times of failure in this learning phase, but don’t give up; don’t say it is not so because you have failed. Repent, and get back up and walk. “For a righteous man may fall seven times and rise again, but the wicked shall fall by calamity.” (Prov.24:16) “My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” (1Jn.2:1) As we are learning to walk in this wonderful life of God, God has made provision for those times we fail and sin. It is not the end of the world, so to speak, but we shouldn’t take sin lightly; instead repent and get back up and start walking again. Don’t look for some theology that will excuse your sin; repent and get back up. You can’t just ignore sin and it will go away; you will have to step up and face it and overcome it. If it knocks you down, get back up. Don’t just lay there and moan about how it is no use or that it will never be; get back up and meet the challenge.


“So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to look at it. But one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep, Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals.” And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb AS THOUGH it had been slain, HAVING seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth.” (Rev.5:4-6)

When John looked to see the Lion, which had prevailed, he saw a Lamb having the seven Spirits, the fullness of God. The Lion and the Lamb are one in the same. When you have seen the Lamb that has been slain, you see a Lamb that laid down His life in total surrender to the will of God. You see a Lamb that overcame in all points and even overcame death itself, but more than that you see a Lamb with the fullness of God. This Lamb is the Lion. I love the words, “as though it had been slain.” When John saw Jesus in all His glory, he said, “I fell at His feet as dead.” (Rev.1:17) What seems to be death is in reality the door way to life. We are learning to fall to the ground and die, so that we might feel His right hand on us and hear the words “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen.” (Rev.1:17-18)


Don’t be afraid, my friend, we are being changed from glory to glory into the very same image. If we will fall as dead at each revelation of glory, we will be changed. If we will fall down as dead at each unfolding of the Lord, age abiding realities will be worked into the very substance of our being. Oh, there is a trumpet to sound, a message to ring out that is so powerful it will resonate in the cells of our bodies, the very atoms of our being and bring forth a glory that will be so great it will set creation free from the bondage of corruption. Hallelujah! Press on saints, the reality of the kingdom is at hand!


Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. Therefore I run thus; not with uncertainty. Thus I fight; not as one who beats the air. But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.” (1Cor.9:24-27)
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