THE VOICE OF MANY WATERS

RESTORATION AND BEYOND

PART 9

JUDGMENT AND MERCY


We have been weeping between the porch and the altar asking God to stop the plague. There has been so much mixture in the camp, there has been so much mixture in us and our desire is to come into His image and be rid of the mixture. We see the mixture has brought judgment and has brought death and is bringing more death all around us. We have watched as leaders have fallen from their high places, hung if you will. We will see more fall from their lofty positions. Our cries continue to go up and yet to no avail, or so it seems. As we are crying out, here comes yet another leader with yet another lie into the camp. She looks so good and so many are duped into believing this is yet another great truth to be embraced. Can they not see the death this mixture has already produced?


Oh, we continue to cry out and as we do the judgment is doing its work in us. Judgment begins to wash us from our filth and transformation begins to take place in us and we sense and know that a change is taking place in us. No longer can we just endure all this mixture, no longer can we just hang some of those lofty areas in our own lives and go on our way. Oh no! Something is rising within us and we must arise from our prostrate position and stand in His nature but as we do we will find a javelin in our hand. Something rises up within us and we can no longer sit in our little corner letting God deal with us while sin still runs rampant in the camp. We have had the idea we could just sit in our corner and develop our own relationship with God while others did their thing and everything would be alright. We have had an individual attitude and we are beginning to realize when one member suffers we all suffer. (1Cor.12:27)


I know I run the risk of being misunderstood and some will think I’m on some kind of witch hunt, as it were, but we had better wake up and realize we are a part of a body of people and what affects one affects us all. God is raising up a Phinehas, mouth of brass, with a javelin in his hand to thrust through the belly of this lie, Cozbi. The misunderstanding comes because we have the wrong mentality about what judgment really is and because of the way people in the past have used it. The minute someone mentions judgment we get a vision of this madman, foaming at the mouth, screaming at us and embarrassing us in front of everybody and putting us down, condemned to hell. We see a ministry of judgment as those who have nothing better to do than run around and find everybody’s faults accept their own of course. This is not what I’m talking about.


Phinehas, the mouth of brass, is the same as one of the seven angels who have the last plagues or the last judgments of God. (Rev.15:1) In these seven last plagues the wrath of God is complete. The word plague comes from the Greek word plege, which means, a blow, stripe or a wound. It comes from plesso, which means, to strike or smite. Plesso comes from plasso, through the idea of flattening and it means to mould or to form. When we put all this together we can begin to see these plagues are not for the purpose of destroying but for the purpose of molding and forming. It is a wound but a wound with the idea of reforming us into His image. It is like when a doctor operates on someone and makes an incision in their body; that is a wound but it is a necessary wound in order to remove or repair something in their body. If a person has cancer the doctor has to wound them in order to remove the cancer or else that person will die.


“I will return again to My place till they acknowledge their offense. Then they will seek My face; in their affliction they will earnestly seek Me. Come and let us return to the Lord; for He has torn, but He will heal us; He has stricken, but He will bind us up. After two days He will revive us; on the third day He will raise us up, that we may live in His sight (face).” (Ho.5:15-6:2)


We quote the first two verses of chapter six all the time but you rarely hear anyone quote verse fifteen of chapter five with it. When you tie this together you begin to get the proper picture and setting for chapter six. Because of sin that has not been repented of, God says He will return to His place. He also lets us know there will be some affliction. This affliction is the instrument of tearing and smiting God uses to get us to begin to seek His face. The affliction is the scalpel God uses to operate on us and remove the cause of our problems. God never removes just the symptoms of our problems: He removes the cause. Man will always attempt to remove the symptoms that manifest themselves but in the end the symptoms will always return because the cause has never been dealt with. What is the end of God’s dealings with us? He will raise us up in His face.


“…for in them the wrath of God is complete.” (Rev.15:1)

These last plagues are the end of the road as far as the wilderness is concerned. This is the final touches, if you will, in our lives before we step into a whole new realm in God. The word wrath comes from thumos, which means, passion, angry. Thumos comes from thuo, which means to kill or slay. In these last plagues is the killing of the Lord complete. There will be nothing left in us for Him to slay or kill. This is the grand finale of the wilderness dealings. Acacia Grove was the last stop before they reached Jordan to cross over into the Promised Land.


Acacia Grove was the place where the children of Israel were faced with the temptation of bringing in mixture into their lives. The parable of the Sower shows us four types of ground in which the Word can fall but it can also show us four different phases we go through in our walk with God. The first phase is where we face the temptation to take the Word of God lightly or where we have a lack of reverence for holy things. This is wayside ground and it is said of this type of people they are those who hear the Word but do not understand it, the devil comes and takes away what was sown in their heart. (Mt.13:19) The key word here is the little word not. The word not comes from the Greek word me, which is a prime particle of qualified negation. So what does that mean? It simply means those who didn’t understand the Word were not those who were ignorant and just didn’t understand it but rather those who did understand it and just ignored it. The Word was not precious to them and they paid no attention to it and thus it didn’t produce fruit in their lives. If God spoke to us and then let the devil take away the Word He had spoke just because we didn’t understand it we would all be in big trouble. How many times have you and I heard someone speak a Word that was just beyond our understanding but as we began to search it out we came into an understanding of that Word? God didn’t just let the devil come in and snatch that Word away. How unfair would it be of God if He punished us for not understanding a Word He spoke to us? Does not our Father speak to us and will He not speak in such a way that we can understand what He means? It may take some time to get us to understand His exact meaning but somewhere along the way He opens our eyes and a light goes on and we come to understand exactly what He is saying.


“Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away.” (Heb.2:1)


“It is therefore necessary that we should pay all the more attention to what we have been told. Otherwise, we may well be like a ship which drifts past the harbour to ship wreck.” (Barclay)


“This is why we must give the very closest attention to the message we have heard, to keep from ever losing our hold upon it.” (Goodspeed)

The word heed comes from prosecho, which means, to pay attention to, hold the mind towards, apply to oneself, to adhere to. If we don’t give the earnest heed to what we hear then the result is we let them slip. The Greek is really saying they will run out like a leaking vessel. We can go to a meeting, we can read a newsletter or a book, we can hear something on TV or the radio and if we don’t pay attention to what God is saying to us, the Word runs out of us as though we were a leaking vessel. Hence the Word is snatched from us and does not produce fruit.


“My people are destroyed for the lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I will also reject you from being priest for Me; because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.” (Ho.4:6)


“Because I have called and you refused, I have stretched out my hand and no one regarded, because you disdained all my counsel and would have none of my rebuke, I also will laugh at your calamity.” (Prov.1:24-33)

These are strong words and I would not try to use fear tactics to get people to walk with God, but we certainly need to set our minds on things above where Christ sits on the right hand of God. These verses also show us it is not ignorance that causes the Word of God to be snatched from us nor is it a red horned creature with a pitch fork who robs us of what we have heard. It is our own rejection of the Word and our lack of reverence for holy things that becomes the adversary, the devil, which robs us of what the Word is supposed to do in our lives. In Luke’s gospel right after the parable of the Sower, Jesus makes a statement, “Therefore take heed how you hear.” (Lk.8:18) Be careful the frame of mind you listen with.


“Now with whom was He angry forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose corpses fell in the wilderness? (Heb.3:17)


“And who was it with whom God was displeased for forty long years? Was it not those who, after all their hearing of God’s Word, fell into sin, and left their bones in the desert? (Phillips)


After all their hearing and they still fell into sin. Why after hearing and hearing and hearing the Word of God do we still fall into sin? Why after all we have been exposed to of God’s presence do we still not walk as He walked? Why do we still have some of the same problems we had a year ago, five years ago, and ten years ago? How are we hearing? Are we hearing with the idea we will walk in what we hear; that we will apply what we are hearing to our everyday lives? Or do we just like to sit and hear some new revelation? How we hear will determine how the Word works in our lives.


There are phases in our walk with God when the temptation will come to not reverence the Word of God. Paul told the church at Thessalonica not to despise prophecies. (1Thess.5:20) What he was saying was because there was so much prophesying going on in the church, people began to loose their reverence for it. They began to take it lightly. The same is true today. When we have heard so much prophecy we begin to take it lightly. We here in America take lightly the fact of owning a bible. We have so many translations we can fill a book case with just bibles. If you were to go over to some foreign country you would find a different attitude. In those countries where Christians are being persecuted for their faith and they are not allowed to even own a bible, if you would give them one page they would cherish it with their life.


Years ago stories would come from the then Soviet Union of how precious the Word of God was to those underground Christians there. One report came from a man who use to smuggle bibles into that area. He said he began to pass out the bibles and the people began to rip the pages out of them and pass them around. He tried to stop them but they told him they knew there were not enough bibles for everybody so they would carefully tear them apart so that everybody could have a page of scripture. He said one elderly lady got her page and just stood there weeping over it as though she had just received a bag of gold.


Another story came forth of how the government ran an article in the newspaper trying to belittle Christians and the bible, so they quoted verse after verse in the paper in an attempt to prove the bible false. All the Christians began to rejoice as they bought all the papers they could. Now they could walk down the street and read the bible verse in public because they were just reading the newspaper. Now they could get the written Word into the hands of many of the believers who didn’t even have a page of scripture. How much reverence do we have for the Word?


The second type of ground was stony ground. The seed fell into stony ground and began to sprout and it looked like it was going to really produce fruit until the sun came up and dried up the plants. As soon as problems begin to arise because of the Word this plant will wither away. Why? It has no root system; it has no depth of soil. The person who falls into this category is one who will do fine until some problem arises and then they will quit. They want everything served to them on a golden platter. “I got saved so that all my problems would go away. They told me everything was going to be great.” How many times have we had to pick up those who had such a mentality? The church world promised them a life free from all the problems of the world and what they found was their problems were just beginning.


These people are those who like the surface type of life. They will deal with the surface issues but when it comes time to deal with those hidden areas, well let’s move on. Don’t start digging into those hard and stony areas, let’s just leave them buried. Don’t go pulling out the skeletons from the closet. Haven’t we all felt like leaving some things in our lives alone? Just don’t go there.


“Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, that he should no longer live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God.” (1Pt.4:1-2)


Our frame of mind should be one that is ready to go through whatever may come our way. Jesus began talking about a grain of wheat falling into the ground and dying or else it would abide alone. We know He was talking about His death on the cross but then He went on to say, “He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.” (Jn12:24-25) When Jesus included this last thought it changed what He was saying from just being about His death to being about the death of us all. Now it is except we fall into the ground and die we will abide alone. The Weymouth translation says, “In most solemn truth I tell you that unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains what it was…” (Jn.12:24) This is a solemn truth, not to be taken lightly. Unless we begin to die to those stony areas in our lives we will remain the same, there will be no change in us.


Those stony areas are the hard areas, undealt with areas, those areas where we are unyielding to the Spirit of the Lord. On the surface we look good, we look like fertile ground, but underneath is an area where we won’t submit to the Lord. It is these area’s that will hinder us in our growth later because when the going gets tough we will want to throw in the towel and quit. Stony ground will receive the Word with great joy. They will shout the loudest. They are the most enthusiastic. Then one day something happens, they hear what they call a hard word; “except you eat My flesh and drink My blood, you have no life in you.” (Jn.6:53-58) From that time many of the disciples went back and walked with Him no more. (Jn.6:66) I don’t just like to play on numbers but notice the numbers where that saying is found.


I hope you can see a progression here between the first and second types of ground. The first is totally unreceptive to the Word at all. The Word just lies on top of the ground because of our lack of reverence for holy things. The second ground has become receptive to the Word, it will receive the Word with great joy but because of undealt with areas it can’t take root and at the first sign of trouble the little plant withers away.


The third type of ground is where we are at as we consider the children of Israel in the plains of Moab. Here they are not far from crossing over the Jordan and they have to deal with these Medianite women, mixture.


“Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, and the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.” (Mk.4:18-19)


“Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and  bring no fruit to maturity.” (Lk.8:14)


This third type of ground starts out as good ground and it receives the Word and it looks like there is going to be a great harvest in this ground, but something happens and the harvest never comes to maturity. The plants begin to wither away before the fruit can come to maturity. What has happened? What went wrong? The desires for other things entered in. Is this not where the church has been? We, like the church of Laodicea are standing on the threshold of the greatest day ever and the desire for other things, Medianite women, are knocking at our door. What is the purpose of these Medianite women? They came because of the counsel of Balaam to Balak. (Num.31:16) They came to keep us from our destiny in God. They came to keep us out of the Promised Land, the realities of the kingdom of God. They came to choke the Word we have received and keep it from bringing forth fruit to maturity. They came to keep us from coming forth in His image, from being the express image of His person.


We have prayed between the porch and the altar. We have fasted and cried out to the Lord. We have rebuked every devil we could think of and then some and all to no avail. The plague is still running rampant in the midst of the body of Christ. What are we to do? Have all our prayers been in vain? Absolutely not! Out of the midst of the congregation will come forth a Phinehas, a mouth of brass. He will have a javelin in his hand, a Word that will pierce through the darkness and deception and get right to the heart of the matter. There is at this moment a people who have been hidden in the midst of the congregation, who have been in a time of preparation and they have been given a trumpet and they are about to sound, they have been given a bowl and they are about to pour out its contents and when they do there will be a great shaking as has never been before. They will roar out of Zion and the heavens and the earth will shake in their presence. (Joel 3:16) Then will be known that God dwells in Zion. Then will Jerusalem be holy and no more will aliens pass through her. (Joel 3:17) Yes, Lord! Then will all nations come and worship before our God because of the judgments that came forth. (Rev.15:4)


“Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weakness, but was in all points tempted as we are, YET WITHOUT SIN. Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” (Heb.4:14-16)


When we first think of a Phinehas ministry, a mouth of brass ministry, a ministry of judgment; our mind develops a picture of a hard and condemning preacher. “Turn or burn,” is their message with absolutely no mercy. The preach hell hot and eternity long. “You deserve hell because you wouldn’t accept Jesus as your Savior.” Even a couple of the disciples had developed this mentality. (Lk.9:54) James and John were ready to call down fire on those who wouldn’t receive Jesus into their town. The scripture goes on to say, “But He turned and rebuked them, and said, “You do not know what manner of spirit you are of. For the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives but to save them.” (Lk.9:55-56)


This same attitude has developed in some of the ministry over the years. Their attitude has become don’t say anything bad about me or God will get you. Bad things happen to those who come against the ministry. The tales that have come forth of those who have died from cancer or some other disease would be too numerous to write. Those who have been in car accidents or some other horrible incident would fill volumes of books. Is this not the same “call down fire” mentality? Oh yes, they have their favorite scripture to justify such actions; “Do not touch My anointed ones and do My prophets no harm.” (1Chron.16:21-22, Ps.105:14-15) People like to have a ministry that puts fear into the hearts of men and women and makes them afraid to challenge anything they say. Such ministries exalt themselves as infallible and if you speak against the nonsense they preach God will charbroil you in His great barbeque grill. The examples they find in the Old Testament and even some in the New Testament can be endless. When people came against Jesus, could they have come against anyone greater than Him? Was not His Word infallible? Yet, when they did come against Him, He would not let His disciples call down fire and destroy them. The disciples were not allowed to scare the people with threats of harm and destruction.


The ministry of judgment God is raising up is not of the sort that will just try to put fear into the hearts of men and women to make them obey what they say. No, it will be a ministry to save men’s lives. We will all stand before the judgment seat, throne, of Christ. (Ro.14:10, 2Cor.5:10) We will all receive for the things done in these bodies, whether good or bad, but God’s intent is not to destroy us but to bring us into His own image. Oh yes, we may think God is trying to destroy us as we pass through the fires of His judgments but He is really just burning away the filth in our lives. (Isa.4:4) He is burning away the filth of the flesh and bringing forth the pure gold of His own divine nature in us. (Heb.12:5-11)


As we are passing through the heavens in our walk with God, as we are rising to new heights, we are told to hold fast to our confession. In other words, don’t give up. This lets us know there will be some battles as we move from one level in the Spirit to the next. It is those times when we feel like no one knows what we are going through. We feel all alone. We feel like no one understands what we are going through. It even seems like God is against us as we feel His chastening on our backsides. But the writer to the Hebrews is letting us know our God fully understands what we are going through. Jesus went through everything you and I go through and then some and He completely understands and He can sympathize with us. The phrase, touched with the feeling, (Heb4:15) comes from the Greek word, sumpatheo, which means to be affected with the same feeling as another, to have compassion on. The New King James Version translates this word as sympathy but in either case we understand it to mean Jesus knows what we are going through because He has experienced the same temptations we all go through.


“Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted.” (Heb.2:17-18)


The old saying, “Don’t judge a man until you have walked a mile in his shoes,” holds true. Jesus didn’t just sit in the heavens pointing His finger at us in condemnation. Oh no! He came and walked two miles, if you will, in our shoes so He could understand exactly what we go through as flesh. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us as one of us. (Jn.1:14) “Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared the same.” (Heb.2:14) We have to understand Jesus didn’t walk six inches above the ground, untouched by this world and all its evil. Oh no, He felt the pull of this world on His flesh even stronger than you and I can imagine for He was tempted in all points, yet without sin. He had no advantage over you and me but He was made perfect through the things He suffered. (Heb.2:10) He learned obedience through the things He suffered. (Heb.5:8) Now we can come with confidence to the throne of grace and receive mercy for our failures and grace to help in the time of need. We have confidence because we know He understands exactly what we are going through.


As God raises up a ministry of judgment we must understand these won’t be a people who just want to call down fire on others and see them destroyed. Even though the Word they minister will cut people to the heart, their intent is not to destroy. They will minister correction but with the intent of setting people free from the bondage of corruption and bringing them into the glorious liberty of the children of God. This will be a ministry of compassion, which ministers from the mercy seat, the throne and makes all things new. (Rev.21:5) All of God’s dealings with us come from the mercy seat, if they didn’t He would wipe us out. God told Moses, “And there I will meet with you, and I will speak with you from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim which are on the ark of the testimony.” (Ex.25:22) It was from between the two cherubim above the mercy seat that God met with Moses and the children of Israel. The mercy seat was the center of all that went on in Israel. It was the point of origin. This was the place where God dwelt in the midst of the camp and all that pertained to Israel came from this point. Everything flowed out from the mercy seat. All that God does flows out from the mercy seat. All of God’s dealings with us flow out from the mercy seat, His compassion, His love, His throne. These are not separate things but they are all the same thing described with different words. How our words fail to describe God and His love!


Before I close this article I want you to see one more aspect of the mercy seat. It was of one piece of gold of a beaten work to form it into a mercy seat. It is a wonderful picture of our Lord Jesus Christ. John tells us very plainly, “And He Himself is the propitiation (mercy seat) for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.” (1Jn.2:2)  The point I want you to see is the two cherubim on each end of the mercy seat. They also were of that original piece of gold and they were also a beaten work. The cherubim were not separate from the mercy seat but were a very part of it. They were of the very substance of the mercy seat. They were one with the mercy seat. The cherubim didn’t come from another piece of gold or any other metal but they came from the one piece of gold that was beaten and fashioned to make the mercy seat. 


Jesus is the mercy seat and He went through His sufferings, a beaten work, to become the mercy seat but there is a people who are of Him, the same piece of gold, “For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one.“ (Heb.2:11) They will be a beaten work, they will go through their sufferings that they might become a part of the mercy seat, that they might become a part of the Melchizedek priesthood. These people will sit on His throne as He is on the Father’s throne. They will have a ministry of judgment that will flow from the throne for the throne is set for judgment (Ps.9:7) but judgment will flow from between the two cherubim who are now a part of the mercy seat.


The two cherubim stood on either end of the mercy seat turned toward each other but their faces were looking toward the mercy seat. They weren’t looking at each other but they were beholding the mercies of God. They know the mercy of God in their own lives and because they understand how God has been merciful to them they can in turn be merciful to others.


“Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.” (Gal.6:1)

To be continued…………………………………….
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